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Luke 10:25-37
On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit
eternal life?”

“What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”

He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and
with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”

“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”

But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They
stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead.  A priest happened to be going
down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side.  So too, a Levite, when he came
to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.  But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man
was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him.  He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and
wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him.  The next day he
took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will
reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’

“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”

The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

Sermon:

Good Morning!

The title of the sermon series for the month of May is “5 Ingredients for a Well Balanced Life.”  Mike began the
month with a message regarding “Intentional Faith Development.”  The second week’s ingredient was “Risk
Taking Mission and Service.”  Last week we learned about “Radical Hospitality.”  My charge for today’s
ingredient for a well balance life is “Extravagant Generosity.”

You may be saying to yourself, oh no, not another sermon about giving money to the church or other worthy
causes.  Before you quit listening and start planning the rest of your day, understand that giving money to the



church is only ONE example of extravagant generosity.   However, as I will explain in a few minutes, it is an
important practice for a well balance life 

First, let’s look at the familiar parable that Sharon read this morning.  I think we can agree that the Good
Samaritan is an excellent example of extravagant generosity in action.  He might also meet the requirements for
“Risk Taking Mission and Service,” and “Radical Hospitality” as well.  

What did the Good Samaritan do:  First, he took care of the injured man’s immediate needs by treating his
wounds with oil and wine and then bandaging them.  After doing that he could have just left the man there to
recover on his own, but he didn’t.  He put the injured man on his own donkey and took him to an inn and took
care of him.  We can imagine that Good Samaritan used more of his oil, wine, and bandages to redress the
wounds, provided food and water, and was responsive to the injured man’s needs throughout the night.    

Certainly, we could all agree based on those actions that the Good Samaritan was generous and compassionate.  
But wait the story does not end there.  It says, “the next day he took out two silver coins, gave them to the inn
keeper, and asked the inn keeper to look after the injured man.”  He could have then climbed on his donkey and
been on his way to wherever he was going.  But the Good Samaritan was not done yet.  He added, “and when I
return I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.” 

From my perspective, that is Extravagant Generosity in action!  It might even be extravagant generosity plus. 
Would you agree?  Answer: YES!

Jesus ends the parable by telling the expert in the law who had raised the question about who is his neighbor to:
“Go and do likewise!”

“Go and do likewise!”  Those four simple words call us and all who have been touched by the spirit to practice
extravagant generosity, and we do so in many ways.  

Consider for a moment the real life examples of extravagant generosity that exist in this place at this time. There
was coffee and treats this morning when you arrived because someone got up early and came and prepared
them.  

There is the choir and the musicians who give of their time and talent to get us in the spirit and then invite us
through their music to a deeper worship experience.  The tech team ensures that the announcements, the songs,
the statement of faith, and videos appear on the screen when appropriate.  They also ensure that those
participating in the service can be heard.   

Then there are the Sunday school teachers, the ushers, the greeter, the Worship design team, and all of those
who give of themselves and their time to make our worship service a meaningful experience.  The list goes on
including our Swedish chefs, and those who prepare the Wednesday night dinners, take care of the facility and
grounds, and do the administrative work of the church.
 
Last Tuesday, we celebrated the life of Phil Snyder and invited those who gathered to pause, visit, and enjoy
refreshments.  There is the group that helps grieving families plan the memorial service, assists in preparing the
worship space, and provides the refreshments.   

There is still more.  Every Wednesday, we feed the hungry through the HOPE food pantry.  But doing so is not
just a Wednesday activity.  The food has to be ordered; the Oregon Food Bank truck has to be met and the food



transported and stored at Megan’s corner.  Bread and desserts are picked up at three local grocery stores weekly. 
Fresh vegetables and fruit are available because someone drives to northeast Portland to “shop the dock.”  The
HOPE garden plots have to be prepared, planted and harvested.  The volunteers give of their time and energy to
help other people eat.  Many in this congregation give funds and food to support this ministry of the church.  

Extravagant Generosity!  It is all around us and we are all a part of it.  We have heard Jesus’s message to “Go
and do likewise,” and we do. But why?  What did the Good Samaritan get for taking care of the man who was
attacked by robbers?  How do we benefit from all that we do to serve others?  Be honest now, have you ever
asked yourself: “What’s in it for me?

The fact is that we benefit directly in ways we may not even be aware of for practicing Extravagant Generosity.
 
In a recently released book, “The Paradox of Generosity” the authors state and I quote:  “Generosity is
Paradoxical.  Those who give, receive back in turn.  By spending ourselves for others’ well-being, we enhance
our own standing.  In letting go of some of what we own, we better secure our own lives.  By giving ourselves
away, we ourselves move toward flourishing.  This is not only a philosophical or religious teaching; it is a
sociological fact.”    

The authors of the book have been involved in a study called the “Science of Generosity Initiative” at the
University of Notre Dame.  The results of the study are based on a nationally representative survey of 2,000
Americans and hundreds of interviews with carefully chosen households regarding American’s practices and
beliefs around generosity. 

The purpose of the study of generosity was to answer the question: “is greater generosity, measured in various
ways, positively associated with greater well-being?  The study examines the relationship between various
forms of generosity and five particular measures of human well-being.  

The five measures of well-being or a good life are:
1.  Happiness
2.  Bodily Health
3.  Purpose in Living
4.  Avoidance of depression, and
5.  Interest in personal growth

The results of the study confirm that the answer to the questions regarding the effect of generosity on well being
is a “clear and consistent . . . YES!  People who practice generosity are happier, healthier, have greater purpose
in their lives, are not as prone to depression, and continue to learn and grow.”

The authors have identified nine ways that Americans practice generosity.  These include the giving of money,
possessions, time or volunteering, attention, aid, encouragement, talents, and emotional availability.  What
theirs and others research shows is that the more generous Americans are, the more happiness, health, and
purpose in life they enjoy.  

In addition, there are excellent reasons to believe that generous practices actually create enhanced personal well
being.  For example, in one national study, 89 percent of volunteers agreed that “volunteering had improved
their sense of well being;” and 73 percent reported that volunteering lowered their stress levels.”  Volunteers
also reported less frequent negative emotions including anxiety, loneliness, helplessness, and hopelessness.     



There are similar results for the other ways that Americans practice generosity including the giving of
possessions, attention, and money.  Although the Good Samaritan was not an American, he certainly practiced
all the forms of generosity identified by the authors.  He gave his time, his attention, his possessions and his
money to help the man who have been attacked by robbers.     

I do not have time to go into depth regarding all of the results of the study, but in summary the empirical
evidence supports the statement that it is, as Jesus put it, “more blessed to give than receive.”  

Or as St. Paul states in 2 Corinthians 9:6, “Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully.”  Or in the words of the five practices for a well-balanced life, “Those
who practice extravagant generosity, will also receive extravagant generosity.  
 
The Paradox of Generosity is that by giving, we receive.     

Today we celebrate Pentecost.  I even remembered to wear red.  Pentecost is the day that God practiced
extravagant generosity and poured out his spirit on Jesus’s disciples.  God is our example of extravagant
generosity.  He continues to pour out his spirit on us in order to “empower us to be and to do what God intends
us to do”. . . to be Jesus’s presence in the world by “going and doing likewise.”  

Tomorrow is Memorial Day.  It is a holiday set aside to remember those who have died.  Certainly, we
remember family members, friends, and others who touched our lives and who are no longer with us.  

A recent experience and the video, “Freedom Isn’t Free” causes me to include our veterans 
in this message on extravagant generosity.  In John 15, verse 12, Jesus tells his disciples to love one another as
he has loved them.  In verse 13 he adds, “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his
friends.” 

A couple of weeks ago Sharon and I attended a memorial service for our son-in-law’s birth father.  Dean was a
veteran of the Vietnam War, and his experiences during and afterwards were the cause of his death.  I only met
Dean once, and know very little about his life. 

What I do know about Dean is that although he had no choice about going to Vietnam, he was one of the
survivors.   There were over 58,000 who did not survive, and those who came home often brought with them
memories that tormented their dreams, and illnesses or addictions that eventually lead to their early deaths.   

Their sacrifice, and the sacrifice of all those who have been called and volunteered to protect our freedom is the
ultimate example of Extravagant Generosity.  Jesus did the same for us.  He died so that by his sacrifice, we
could be saved.  

Extravagant Generosity means more than giving money to the church and other worthy causes although there
are significant benefits to our well being or living the good life by doing so.  It is giving of our time, our talents,
our energy, our service, and our presence.  It is loving God and loving our neighbor as ourselves.  Jesus told us
to go and do likewise, and we do when we practice extravagant generosity by “Loving Others and Valuing
Everyone”  

AMEN!


