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Series: Judges
Sermon: Midian v Gideon

Judges 6:1-4, 6, 11-13, 17-32 (MSG)
Yet again the People of Israel went back to doing evil in God’s sight. God put them under the domination of
Midian for seven years. Midian overpowered Israel. Because of Midian, the People of Israel made for
themselves hideouts in the mountains—caves and forts. When Israel planted its crops, Midian and Amalek, the
easterners, would invade them, camp in their fields, and destroy their crops all the way down to Gaza.  The
People of Israel, reduced to grinding poverty by Midian, cried out to God for help.

One day the angel of God came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite,
whose son Gideon was threshing wheat in the winepress, out of sight of the Midianites. The angel of God
appeared to him and said, “God is with you, O mighty warrior!”

Gideon replied, “With me, my master? If God is with us, why has all this happened to us? Where are all the
miracle-wonders our parents and grandparents told us about, telling us, ‘Didn’t God deliver us from Egypt?’
The fact is, God has nothing to do with us—he has turned us over to Midian.”  Gideon said, “If you’re serious
about this, do me a favor: Give me a sign to back up what you’re telling me. Don’t leave until I come back and
bring you my gift.”

He said, “I’ll wait till you get back.”

Gideon went and prepared a young goat and a huge amount of unraised bread (he used over half a bushel of
flour!). He put the meat in a basket and the broth in a pot and took them back under the shade of the oak tree for
a sacred meal.

The angel of God said to him, “Take the meat and unraised bread, place them on that rock, and pour the broth
on them.” Gideon did it.

The angel of God stretched out the tip of the stick he was holding and touched the meat and the bread. Fire
broke out of the rock and burned up the meat and bread while the angel of God slipped away out of sight. And
Gideon knew it was the angel of God!

Then Gideon built an altar there to God and named it “God’s Peace.” It’s still called that at Ophrah of Abiezer.

That night this happened. God said to him, “Take your father’s best seven-year-old bull, the prime one. Tear
down your father’s Baal altar and chop down the Asherah fertility pole beside it. Then build an altar to God,
your God, on the top of this hill. Take the prime bull and present it as a Whole-Burnt-Offering, using firewood
from the Asherah pole that you cut down.”

Gideon selected ten men from his servants and did exactly what God had told him. But because of his family
and the people in the neighborhood, he was afraid to do it openly, so he did it that night.

Early in the morning, the people in town were shocked to find Baal’s altar torn down, the Asherah pole beside it
chopped down, and the prime bull burning away on the altar that had been built.



They kept asking, “Who did this?”

Questions and more questions, and then the answer: “Gideon son of Joash did it.”

The men of the town demanded of Joash: “Bring out your son! He must die! Why, he tore down the Baal altar
and chopped down the Asherah tree!”

But Joash stood up to the crowd pressing in on him, “Are you going to fight Baal’s battles for him? Are you
going to save him? Anyone who takes Baal’s side will be dead by morning. If Baal is a god in fact, let him fight
his own battles and defend his own altar.”

They nicknamed Gideon that day Jerub-Baal because after he had torn down the Baal altar, he had said, “Let
Baal fight his own battles.”

Sermon
So last week, we looked at the Judge Deborah.  It was bloody convoluted sort of story.  And at the end, I said I
didn’t know what to do with this kind of story - I didn’t have the typical 3 bullet point sermon.  Here are three
Biblical principles we get from Deborah.  Didn’t have that.  My Pastoral Superpowers were broken, or maybe
some stories are just good to hear, without trying to reduce them to a couple of pithy life lessons.

In any case, as I looked at Gideon this week, the pastoral preaching mojo is back, because I don’t have, not a
three point sermon, but a six point sermon!  I gotta catch up from last week!  Now, all six might not pertain to
you and your life, but maybe one or two will.  Let’s take a look.

Lesson 1:  God uses tough times to get our attention.  (Turn to your neighbor and say, “It’s gonna get rough.”
 As we open Judges 6, we find the nation of Israel coming off a time of relative ease. The bills are paid, the kids
are behaving, and business is good. Everything's coming up roses. And as it tends to happen to us all in such
times, Israel forgot God. They became self-sufficient. They didn't need God. So the Lord shook things up by
rousing an enemy against them to show them how hard life can be without Him.  Once again, the Israelites did
what was evil in the sight of the LORD. So the LORD handed them over to Midian for seven years.  Midian is
just outside Israel.  Israel was full of farmers, the Midians were nomads.  They went where there was food. 
Every year around harvest time, the nomadic Midianites would invade Israel.   We are told that they would
come in like locusts, ravaging the land. What they couldn't carry with them they destroyed. The Bible reports
that it was so bad many of the Israelites left their homes to live in caves and strongholds, fearing for their lives. 
Think about it, you raised your crops, and then at harvest time, hundreds of thousands of foreigners come and
camp in your land, taking your harvest.  You can’t stop them - there’s too many.  This went on for seven years.
Finally, the Israelites cried out to the Lord for help. Why did they wait so long to turn to the Lord? Because
they're a lot like us - they waited until every possible option played out and they couldn't take it any longer.
Israel became poverty-stricken because of Midian, and the Israelites cried out to the LORD. How many times
have hard circumstances come to us, and we never stop to ask what God is planning for us in those
circumstances? Instead we hold out, thinking that we can handle it on our own. Learn this from Gideon: every
experience in life is a test. And every trial in the lives of God's people is tailored to draw us closer to God. 
Here's the point: When tough times come, instead of looking at them as if God is punishing you, try to see them
as God's gift of grace. 

Point #2:  God sees more than we do.
The wonderful thing about God is that even though we're slow returning to Him, He is never slow in responding
to us.  When we cry out to God, He moves in mercy and love toward us. He tells us the truth, and begins to
work behind the scenes to help us. For Israel, He first sends an unnamed prophet to call them back to total



surrender and full devotion.   But His plan also included a most unlikely man named Gideon. We meet Gideon
where he is threshing some wheat in a winepress to keep it from the Midianites.  Normally, you would want to
thresh wheat out in the open so that the wind could blow away the chaff. But Gideon has apparently been stung
before, so he goes into hiding in an underground winepress, hoping to avert the attention of the Midianites. It's a
pitiful sight, full of frustration, discouragement, and fear.   In case you ever wonder if God has a sense of humor,
hear this:  Then the Angel of the LORD appeared to him and said: "The LORD is with you, mighty warrior."
Can't you imagine Gideon looking around for the man of valor the Lord was addressing! Was God being
sarcastic? Or did He see more than Gideon saw? I believe God saw what He was about to make of Gideon. It
was time Gideon saw it too.   Hey, brothers and sisters, do you know who you really are? One of the biggest lies
we tell ourselves is that God only uses special people.  Did you know that you are God's child?   His friend?  His
masterpiece?  You have been justified, freed forever from condemnation from God. You are adopted into His
family,  and your citizenship is in heaven.   You belong to God, never to be separated from His love!  And you
have everything from Him you need for life and godliness! God knows who you are, even if you don't. And He
will work to help you see your true identity.

Point #3  God confirms His priorities with His presence.  After being called a mighty warrior, Gideon questions
God: "Please Sir, if the LORD is with us, why has all this happened? And where are all His wonders that our
fathers told us about?"   Gideon's conclusion was that the Lord has abandoned them.   The Bible says that the
Lord turned to him. He looked Gideon full in the face and said, "Go in the strength you have and deliver Israel
from the power of Midian. Am I not sending you?" Gideon still isn't doing the math in this divine equation, so
he notes just how unimpressive his resume is. He is the weakest link in his clan, the youngest in his family. He
doesn't have any authority to call out the cavalry from his own tribe, let alone from others.

God confirms His priorities with His presence.  "I will be with you," the LORD said to him. "You will strike
Midian down [as if it were] one man." Gideon is given an undeniable commission, told the remarkable results in
advance, and promised the unrivaled partnership of the Lord Himself. After further confirmation that he was in
fact, dealing with God Himself.  " His fears comforted, His calling affirmed. So he builds an altar to the Lord. 

Gideon needed a personal encounter with God. God met him right where he was, giving him a sense of peace
and purpose by His promised presence. It was said among Napoleon's soldiers, "When Napoleon takes our
hands and looks at us, we feel like conquerors." There's something that changes in us when we listen to His
voice and look "full in His wonderful face." Suddenly, His priorities become the most important thing on earth. 
Gideon was ready for the first test, and we're ready for the fourth lesson. 

#4:   Private faithfulness is a prerequisite to public usefulness.  Before Gideon can be used publicly, he must
first clean up his own backyard. His family was breaking the 1st and 2nd commandments, with idols to Baal on
their property. So the first assignment from the Lord was to take his dad's special seven-year-old bull and tear
down the idols. Then, Gideon was to sacrifice that prized bull using the wood from the destroyed idol.  What's
the point in telling us this? If you want to learn how to trust God, you must first set your own house in order.
Before God can use you mightily, He must be magnified in your own life, in your own home. Private worship
prepares us for public power from God. There are no short cuts. So is there anything you've been holding on to?
Is there any sin that you're clinging to? Knock down your idols. Confess you sin. Deal with it and return to full
obedience to God.   Will it stir things up to do this? Sure it will, but God will honor those who honor Him! It
happened for Gideon.  Probably, this bull was community breeding stock owned by Gideon's family.  The men
of the city said to Joash, "Bring out your son. He must die." But Gideon's act was already affecting change. His
father, Joash, awoke to the truth and stood up to the men, asking "Would you plead Baal's case for him? . . . If
he is a god, let him plead his own case."  I’m actually proud of Gideon’s father - to stand up for his son.

Lesson 5:  God is patient with our faith process.  We’re at the point where our scripture ran out this morning. 
Let me tell you how the story continues:  If this were a movie, ominous music would be playing. It says the



Midianites and their partners are getting ready to make their annual raid. But instead of cringing in a cave like
he did the previous years, it says the Spirit of the LORD enveloped Gideon, and he blew the ram's horn and
thirty-two thousand men men show up, ready to fight!  All these men, cowering in fear all these years, waiting
for someone to take a stand.  But hear this. Even after his encounter with Almighty God, even though he had
been obedient to clean shop at home, and even though the Holy Spirit was empowering him, even as he has
32,000 folk behind him, Gideon still struggled with doubts. He knows that God has promised to save Israel
through him, but he's looking in the mirror and the reflection he sees doesn't look encouraging. 

This happened next - it’s a strange story.  Gideon says to the Lord, If You will deliver Israel by my hand, as You
said, I will put a fleece of wool here on the threshing floor.  The next morning, if dew is only on the fleece, and
all the ground is dry, I will know that You will deliver Israel by my strength, as You said.  I love how loving,
tender, and patient God is with us. Gideon is making a deal with God. He wants a confirming sign. And the
Bible says the next morning, God gave it to him: the fleece was wet and the ground was dry.  Just to be sure, he
tried the test again, reversing it this time: Oh God, how about tonight, if dew is all over the ground and the wool
is dry, then I’ll know.  God graciously confirmed His power to Gideon. Our Lord was developing this man into
a fully convinced servant, matching each doubt with kind reassurance. God will show you the same patience as
well as you seek His face, relieving your fears to grow you into a man or woman of God.

Here’s the last point: #6 Success is determined by God's power, not ours.  Here’s how the battle went:  Gideon's
now ready to rumble but God has other plans. In Judges 7:2, The LORD said to Gideon, "You have too many
people for Me to hand the Midianites over to you, or else Israel might brag: 'I did it myself.'" God proceeds to
give Gideon a couple of tests to whittle the number down. The first test culled 22,000 men out of the army,
leaving 10,000. Still too many, said God.
 
A second test was given. God tells Gideon to take his men down to the water and let them drink. Weed out any
men who stick their face down into the water to drink; keep the ones who ladle the water to their mouths with
their hands. Gideon must have gulped hard when he counted how many were disqualified: 9700 were out,
leaving only 300 men. 

Can you imagine how Gideon felt? Chapter 8 tells us that the Midianite army numbered 135,000 men. That's
450 Midianites to every one Israeli soldier. God wants Gideon's army to face this horde with a mere 300 men
whose only qualification is to know how to drink politely! 

God created an impossible situation of human weakness to exalt His own strength. This is His specialty! What
did Jesus say in Luke 18:27? "What is impossible with men is possible with God." Here's a good lesson for us:
Accomplishing God's purposes is not determined by the bottom line on a finance sheet, or the size of our
congregation, or the efficiency of our plans. We need to attend to all those things, sure. But the truth is, God is
looking to glorify Himself on earth through people who are fully dependent on Him, who believe He is with
them and are ready to charge the hill in the name of the Lord! God doesn't need a majority vote from us on this.
He doesn't need us at all. But He invites us to join Him in doing His will. When we do, we reap the benefits and
He gets the glory. The saying is often attributed to D. L Moody: "Give me ten men who fear nothing but sin and
love nothing but God, and I shall change the world."  It happened in Israel. In one of the strangest battle
strategies in history, the 300 went out with trumpets, torches, and jars to meet the marauding Midianites. God
sent confusion into the ranks of the enemy so that they began attacking each other. When it was over, 120,000
Midianites had killed one another and the other 15,000 fled. It was over. God had answered Israel's prayers. He
used a common man who believed God. 

In Conclusion 
God uses tough times to get our attention. Is He getting your attention today? 
God always sees more than we do. Do you see yourself as He does? 



God confirms His priorities with His presence. Can you sense His presence with you now, urging you to trust
Him? Private faithfulness is a prerequisite to public usefulness. Are there things in your life, in your home, that
need to go so God can move in power in your life? 
God is patient with our faith process. He meets you right where you are with what you need. 
Success is determined by God's power, not ours. Will you trust Him today.  Whatever your faced with, whatever
enemy is at your gate, will you trust in him?
And the people of God said, Amen.


