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Sermon: Revival and Growth (1817-1843)

I Peter 2:1-3
Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. 2 Like
newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3 now that you have
tasted that the Lord is good.

Sermon

I remember many years back when I was working on the assembly line in a factory – Kawasaki, trying to earn
money for college.  Our line put out around 300 jet skis a day.  My job was to install and connect the carburetor
within 45 seconds as it rolled down the line, and then the next one, and the next one.  Constantly on the move. 
All day.  Every day.  But every now and then, the line would have to stop, a tool needed changed at a station, or
someone was having problems, or a part didn’t fit, whatever.  And you’d stand there.  Sort of.  Somehow, you
had to look busy.  The foreman would get upset if you just stood around waiting, but you got nothing to do, so
you fidgeted with this tool, or that tool, or quadrupled checked your work on the jet ski in front of you.  Just
look busy.  It is a skill that many people have learned over the years - the art of looking busy when in fact,
you’re not doing anything.  How many of us are sitting around at home, and we hear our spouse get home, and
we jump up, and pretend that we’re doing something.  Oh, I was just finishing cleaning, or hey, I was just about
to sit down.  Just look busy.  Or another way to think about it, what is the least amount of effort can I put in to
still achieve my goals, or get rewarded?

I don’t know if you knew this, but there’s actually a psychological term for this.  It’s called the “law of the least
effort”. You do the absolute minimum that you can get away with.  Law of least effort.  Not a bad thing
sometimes, you look at your yard and figure out - what’s the best way for me to mow this with least amount of
effort.  You look at a project and think, are there any best practices to make this more efficient?  But there’s a
difference between efficiency and laziness.  I don’t have to rake every leaf.  There are some text messages I
can’t read because nothing is spelled even remotely close.  This was turned into a teacher for an essay: The
essay began:   "My smmr hols wr CWOT. B4, we used 2go2 NY 2C my bro, his GF & thr 3 :- kids FTF. ILNY,
it's a gr8 plc." (POSSIBLE PIC?)  Oh lordy.  Some of you cooler folk got it.  "My summer holidays were a
complete waste of time. Before, we used to go to New York to see my brother, his girlfriend and their three
screaming kids face to face. I love New York. It's a great place." 

Least effort, probably not the best way to parent.  How much time do I really have to spend with them?  Or do
certain jobs? I don’t want my airplane pilot to think, What’s least amount of turbulence that’s acceptable.  They
say a good landing is one in which everyone can walk away.  A great landing is one where they get to use the
plane again.  Before we get too down on ourselves for this lets place at least some of the blame on the world
today. We have raised a whole bunch of folk who expect, even demand something for nothing. We believe
ourselves to be “entitled” to all the goodies – without having to pay a price for it. We want something for
nothing.  And I’m in that boat too, I guess. 

Mediocrity is the standard against which many people measure their achievements.  Have you ever seen
someone who has the potential to achieve great things and chooses to do a lousy job – employ the law of least
possible effort?  I think John made reference to that in Revelation, “Oh, that you would be hot or cold, but
because you are luke warm, I will spit you out of my mouth.”  Where’s the passion?  Where’s the drive?  



Where’s the excellence?  The Biblical writers knew something about this passion this when they spoke about
the longing of the heart for God. There are many references to a personal spiritual longing for God.  Such as
Isaiah 26:9 My soul yearns for you in the night; in the morning my spirit longs for you.  How about Psalm 42,
As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God.  - some of you even know the song, As
the deer panteth for the water, . . .

The Apostle Paul speaks about his passion for Christ in slightly different terms, but the message is the same.
Phil. 3; But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.  What is more, I consider
everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have
lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him...

1 Peter has a beautiful image of an innocent little child longing for the nutritional milk of its mother. Peter
compares the passion that Christians should have, with the craving of a newborn. Like newborn babies, crave
pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation,  now that you have tasted that the Lord is
good. 

Notice the themes in that passage: the purpose of that childlike craving is to grow up in your salvation, now that
you have tasted that the Lord is good. When was the last time we craved for spiritual nurture with the intensity
that a baby has for the mother’s milk.

A passionate spiritual life also leads to a burning desire to fly closer to the flame. That is, to live a life worthy of
the Lord and to bear fruit in our spiritual lives. This vision is quite a bit different from doing only what we
absolutely have to do, that is to perform our duty and nothing more. Let us keep in mind that spiritual passion
leads to an increasing desire to live by the power of the spirit.  But how do we get spiritual passion? How do you
fly closer to the flame? How do you crave the spiritual milk, and pant for the fresh waters of God’s fullness? 

First of all, it’s a choice. God has given us the free will to choose for or against a relationship with him. The
basic rule of thumb is that you’re going to get out of your spiritual life what you expect to get out of it. If you
don’t expect to win any spiritual battles – chances are its going to be an uphill battle all the way. But if you
choose to deepen your relationship with Christ, and be intentional and intense about it, you will grow by leaps
and bounds. 

We’ve been looking at a little bit of Methodist history this month and next, and so it is today.  Last week, we
explored the beginnings of the denomination with Francis Asbury and the advent of the traveling preachers.  If
you know your history, you know that The Second Great Awakening was the dominant religious development
among Protestants in America during the first half of the nineteenth century. Through revivals and camp
meetings, sinners experienced conversion.  Circuit-riding preachers and lay pastors knit them into a connection.
This style of Christian faith and discipline was very agreeable to Methodists, United Brethren, and Evangelicals
who favored its emphasis on the experiential. The memberships of these churches increased dramatically, as did
the number of preachers serving them. Preachers and laity were expected to be seriously committed to both the
faith and mission. Preachers were to possess a sound conversion and divine calling, as well as to demonstrate
gifts and skills for fruitful ministry. The financial benefits were meager. The general membership’s commitment
was exhibited in their willingness to submit to the discipline of their churches.  For instance, They were urged to
avoid evil, do good, and use the means of grace supplied by God. Those who did not adhere to the Discipline
were to be removed from membership.  We even started the first religious publishing house in America, to
spread holiness across the land.  This founding period was not without serious problems, especially for the
Methodists. Conflict between Methodism’s structure and values and American cultural norms (especially over
episcopacy, race, and slavery) sometimes led to schism.  In 1792, James O’Kelly founded the Republican
Methodists to reduce the authority of bishops. Richard Allen), an emancipated slave and Methodist preacher
who was mistreated because of his race, left the church and in 1816 organized The African Methodist Episcopal



Church. For similar reasons, The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church was begun in 1821. In 1830, about
5,000 preachers and laypeople left the denomination because it would not grant representation to the laity or
permit the election of presiding elders (district superintendents). This new body was called The Methodist
Protestant Church.  We joined back up in 1939.   In 1843, abolitionist preachers formed the Wesleyan Methodist
Church over Methodism’s weakening prohibition against slaveholding.  In these years, we had folk leave over
social issues, and then returned in due time.  Even with these tensions, the mission of the church grew.  We sent
missionaries to Africa.  To Asia. We sent some young Canadian named Jason Lee to the wilderness of Oregon.
Sunday schools, a new phenomenon started by the Methodists, were encouraged in every place where they could
be started and maintained.  For many kids and adults, this was the only schooling they ever had.  Interest in
education was also evident in the establishment of secondary schools and colleges.  We started hundreds of
schools, universities, places of learning to give spiritual milk, that we might grow in our salvation.  Willamette
is the closest one to us here in Oregon City.

We’ve had splits before, and we’ve had churches join again.  We’ve lived through it - but never forgot the
mission of the church - to go make Disciples.   So, lets act like it and put some heart into our life of discipleship.
Mediocrity is repulsive to God. Lukewarm Christians do not wash with God. Life is an exciting roller coaster
ride. We don’t always know what’s behind the next corner. But, if we trust God, we know its going to be a wild
ride. 

Perhaps you are here today because your spiritual life lacks passion and you just want to fill up to make it
through the next week. This message is not meant to make us feel guilty for our past failures, but rather, its
meant to inspire us to fly closer to the flame. To be motivated to crave the pure spiritual milk that we find in
God’s Word, in Prayer and in Fellowship with other Christians.  More than anything else, if you want to
experience the growth and taste the fruit that are a result of a fulfilled Spiritual life, you will have to want it –
and not count the cost.  In other words, don’t just look busy, be busy.  Busy building the kingdom.  Busy serving
your neighbor.  Busy ridding ourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind
And busy growing in our salvation, for we have indeed, tasted that the Lord is good.  And the family of God
said, AMEN.


