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Series: Our series of Online Worships
Sermon: Moses and the Black Light

Exodus 24:29-34
When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the Testimony in his hands, he was not
aware that his face was radiant because he had spoken with the LORD.  When Aaron and all the Israelites saw
Moses, his face was radiant, and they were afraid to come near him.  But Moses called to them; so Aaron and all
the leaders of the community came back to him, and he spoke to them.  Afterward all the Israelites came near
him, and he gave them all the commands the LORD had given him on Mount Sinai. 

When Moses finished speaking to them, he put a veil over his face.   But whenever he entered the LORD's
presence to speak with him, he removed the veil until he came out. And when he came out and told the Israelites
what he had been commanded, they saw that his face was radiant. Then Moses would put the veil back over his
face until he went in to speak with the LORD.

Acts 2:1-4
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a
violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to
be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

Sermon
We were on a flight this past week.  And we had our masks.  Because that’s what you’re supposed to do on a
flight nowadays.  To keep others and yourself safe.  So we do it.  And in the airport I hear a discussion.  Maybe
more animated than a discussion.  By God, I’m an American and I’m not going to wear a mask.  This is
injustice!  This is wrong!  I’ve never been more oppressed.  Have you seen the news?  If a cloth over your face
is oppression, buddy, you don’t know what oppression truly is.  The past few days have reminded us of the
chaos, hurt, distrust, and anger, that emerges all too frequently in our communities. The news of George Floyd’s
death in Minneapolis has shocked and awakened us once again to the injustice still present in our world. My
thoughts are focused on the family and friends who are grieving and all who are impacted by the traumatic
effects of racism and violence. 

The Church has consistently denounced racial discrimination and violence.. We confess our sins of racism
where some have had privileges and benefits that others have been denied. George Floyd’s death brings all of
this to the forefront of our work for a more just society and a more merciful society.

This Sunday, the Christian Church celebrates Pentecost at a time when our nation mourns the deaths of more
than 100,000 people. We can only imagine the hurt and grief of families whose relationships were cut short by
these untimely deaths. The untimely death of George Floyd has added to our national grief.  The death of
Ahmaud Albery, out for a jog and chased down and shot.  The traditional prayer of the church that God will
renew the face of the earth is a timely prayer although some, caught in a moment of anger, grief, and desire for
justice, will find it difficult to pray this prayer.

In my private moments of prayer, I find myself asking God to forgive us for the violence and racism that
continues to infect our communities like a virus. I pray for the Presence of the Spirit who is our comforter,
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counselor, and consoler, to direct our speech and behavior in ways that will contribute to greater trust and true
integration within our communities. I pray for the peace of the Spirit that will bring our communities healing
and new life. I pray for the grace of God to keep us free of fear and revenge. As the Preamble of our United
Methodist Social Principles states, “Grateful for God’s forgiving love, in which we live and by which we are
judged, and affirming our belief in the inestimable worth of each individual, we renew our commitment to
become faithful witnesses to the gospel, not alone to the ends of earth, but also to the depths of our common life
and work” (The Book of Discipline 2016). 

There will be many calls for prayer, which I know are already being lifted, and our prayers should lead to action.
It is my prayer we might behave in such a way as to embrace Jesus' teaching, "Blessed are the merciful, for they
will be shown mercy...Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God." To be a
peacemaker at this moment will require patient and persistent efforts to embrace and work with those who may
not share our same life experiences and beliefs. It will require deliberate and measured steps of building trust
within each community. 

Our scripture text this morning is a look at when the rescued slaves from Egypt get new rules about how to live
together in society.  They had left not to long ago.  You remember the crossing the Red Sea incident.  I would
imagine, the courage that Moses had when he went to go see Pharaoh, the miracles and plagues, the Passover,
the crossing the Red Sea - all of these things, and now comes the hard part.  Leading thousands of people across
the desert, for forty years.  You could almost bet that while he was out in the desert for those decades, he looked
back upon his time in Egypt as the easy days.  You just freed a lot of people from slavery.  Harsh conditions. 
Rules that were enforced with the whip.  Now Moses has to go down and tell these free people that they have
new rules.  It was going to be an uphill battle.  The story we have in front of us is towards the beginning of that
wandering period.  Moses came down off of Mount Sinai with the Ten Commandments.  This was the second
time he had done this.  The first time, he was up on the mountain and the people below made a golden calf to
worship.  They were breaking several of the Ten Commandments.  However, they hadn’t received them yet,
Moses was bringing them down for the first time, so I don’t know if they could be held accountable to what they
didn’t know.  When Moses came back down, he heard their revelry and smashed the Covenant against the calf. 
So he had to go back up the mountain to get a new set.  The people were waiting at the bottom of the mountain,
again, this time not in play, but in dutiful anticipation.  Now, in all of Moses’ talking with God, his face had
begin to glow.  We have no idea what this looked like or why it happened.   But Moses had to put a veil over his
face while he talked with Aaron and the other Israelites.  They couldn’t see his face, it was so bright.  The
mountain wasn’t the only place where the Lord spoke to Moses, he also spoke to him inside the Tent of Meeting
which was located near everybody else.  When Moses went in to talk to the Lord, he took the veil off, and when
he came back out, he put the veil back on.  Moses was practicing social distancing way back then.  In Jewish
Tradition, the day the Ten Commandments were delivered was called Pentecost - on their 50  day of Freedom. th

And they received the LAW.

I believe that the people got the Ten Commandments when they did was because they were ready for them.  In
the historical time line, they were ready to hear them.  They didn’t get them before because God saw it fit not to
give them.  For whatever His purposes are, He saw it fit to give them the law when they were ready.  Why did
Jesus come when he did?  Again, God saw it fit His purposes.  I don’t know why.  It’s not my job to know why. 
But He did it.  Rachael sang at the beginning of this service that God never changes.  And that’s true.  The love
is always there.  The grace is always there.  The creative spiritI believe that our perceptions of God changes over
time.  I believe that our view of what is called faithfulness changes over time - as we change and are able to see
the truth.  Maybe it’s not that God changes, but it’s us that change that allows us to see God from a little
different perspective that we were blind to before.  We have our own veils that we cover our eyes with so we
don’t see the truest form of God - or of what God wants from us.  Our beliefs change over time because we are
ready to hear what God has to say to us.  And I think the message changes.  Not the purpose for the message, or
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the love behind it, but the message is made for what we are ready to hear - just as our ancestors in the faith
received their messages.  One phrase that always frightens me is “Back to the Bible.”  We need to go back to the
Bible.  I’m not against it, but it frightens me because I think we might lose some of our understandings of where
God has lead us.  We used to think that women couldn’t be pastors.  Judging by our church’s history, I think this
church doesn’t agree with that view - thank goodness - although the Bible clearly states that women aren’t
allowed to speak in church.  I think our church has moved beyond that.  Slavery was an acceptable practice.  I
think our understandings of God has moved beyond that.  Interracial marriages, interfaith marriages were not
allowed.  I think we’ve moved beyond that.  You could name example after example of times where the veil has
been removed and we see God in a different light.  Not that God has changed necessarily, but we have
progressed into new understandings.

Today is the Day of Pentecost, not only when they received the LAW 3,200 years ago, but when they received
the Holy Spirit, just under 2,000 years ago.  The Holy Spirit is God's present activity in our midst.  What is God
doing TODAY.  Not 1,000 years ago.  Not a generation ago.  BUT TODAY.  When we sense God's leading,
God's challenge, or God's support or comfort, we say that it's the Holy Spirit at work.  In Hebrew, the words for
Spirit, wind, and breath are nearly the same. The same is true in Greek. In trying to describe God's activity
among them, the ancients were saying that it was like God's breath, like a sacred wind. It could not be seen or
held: "The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from
or where it goes" (John 3:8). But the effect of God's Spirit, like the wind, could be felt and known.

Today, God’s Spirit is felt when we care for the alien.  Feed the hungry.  Not yell at the homeless.  Care for
those who are not like us.  Hope that everyone can vote.  Love who you want to love.  Give peace to those who
need peace.  Offer salvation to those without hope.  Teach and live and give Christ.  Be generous.  Be aware of
the vulnerable around us and live in ways that mitigate danger and contagion.  Ephesians gives us the fruits of
the Spirit, or the Spirit made real in tangible ways:   love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control.  Practice these things. 

My point is this.  Our view of God has changed over many lifetimes.  From the very beginning and foundations
of our faith, we have gained new understandings of God and humanity with each generation.  We believe that
God reveals to us a different awareness of who He is with each lifetime of our ancestors thru today.  And just as
the flames rested on each disciple, they were able to speak to and have different understandings of cultures and
races and ethnicities and languages that were otherwise foreign to them.  Friends, we don’t understand each
other.  The protests of these past few nights clearly show frustration and anger centuries in the making.  May the
fires of these nights be replaced by the fires of the Holy Spirit - which can help us to finally understand and hear
each other.    When we are ready to hear the next message, it is given to us - when we are ready to take away the
veil that hides it from us.  God spoke to our ancestors.  God speaks to every generation.  God is speaking to us. 
My prayer to us is let us be open to the Spirit of God as He leads us to where He sees fit.  And the family of God
said, Amen.
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