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Series: Paul’s Second Missionary Journey
Sermon: Love is Patient?

Acts 18:1-17 (NIV)
After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who
had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul
went to see them, 3 and because he was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked with them. 4 Every
Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.

5 When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to preaching, testifying to
the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah. 6 But when they opposed Paul and became abusive, he shook out his
clothes in protest and said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am innocent of it. From now on I will
go to the Gentiles.”

7 Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper of God. 8 Crispus,
the synagogue leader, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who heard
Paul believed and were baptized.

9 One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent. 10 For I
am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many people in this city.” 11 So Paul
stayed in Corinth for a year and a half, teaching them the word of God.

12 While Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews of Corinth made a united attack on Paul and brought him to
the place of judgment. 13 “This man,” they charged, “is persuading the people to worship God in ways contrary
to the law.”

14 Just as Paul was about to speak, Gallio said to them, “If you Jews were making a complaint about some
misdemeanor or serious crime, it would be reasonable for me to listen to you. 15 But since it involves questions
about words and names and your own law—settle the matter yourselves. I will not be a judge of such things.” 16
So he drove them off. 17 Then the crowd there turned on Sosthenes the synagogue leader and beat him in front
of the proconsul; and Gallio showed no concern whatever.

Sermon
There was a wedding couple in my office years ago, in another church.  They loved each other, so they said, but
their language and their spirits said something else.  She makes me happy.  Anything I want, she does.  I got the
feeling that he did whatever makes him happy, regardless of his partner’s preferences.  She was like a
possession.  She didn’t seem to mind, but he didn’t listen to her, didn’t respect her boundaries, and he was quick
to critizise to make himself feel better.  He policed her behavior, for he didn’t really trust her.  It was his hobbies
that they did, his shows that they watched, he was even in charge of the radio in the car all the time.  Basically,
if you’re expecting your partner to play some role to make you happy rather than enjoying them as an individual
person, you’re probably on the wrong side.  I’m not sure if they knew what love really is.

Since Easter, we have been following the Apostle Paul on his second Missionary journey through southern
Europe.  And we have this week and next week left.  Last week, he was in Athens, and now, he is in Corinth. 
Athens, the intellectual capital of the Roman World, and now in Corinth, the center of sensuality.  Last week he



faced intellectual pride; this week he faces sensual lust.  He’s having quite the week.

Corinth is about fifty miles west of Athens, and, when Paul visited it, was the capital of the Roman province of
Greece, which they called Achaia. It was a center of commerce and trade, located on a narrow neck of land
between the Adriatic Sea and the Aegean Sea.  It was filled with folks from all over the empire.  Most of the city
were slaves.  It was also the center of the worship of Aphrodite, the goddess of sex. There was a great temple of
Aphrodite on the hill in back of the city, from which every evening a thousand priestesses of the temple would
come down into the city streets to ply their trade, indulging in the worship of the flesh.  Thus Corinth had gained
a reputation throughout the whole Roman world as the center of sensuality.  They probably didn’t know what
love really is.  If love is all about you - it’s not exactly love.  Whenever a citizen of Corinth was portrayed in a
drama anywhere in the empire, it was played as rather loose, low morality, and usually as a drunk. So this is the
city to which the apostle came, walking all alone in the dust of the road.  

You might have heard the name Corinth before - Paul would write back to them later on, and we have two of
those letters, First and Second Corinthians.   It was infested with certain strongholds of evil which the apostle
describes in his first letter to the Corinthians -- places where evil was entrenched and was difficult to dislodge.  I
think Vegas would have nothing on Corinth - it was a bad town.  Being between different worlds, racial discord
was also prominent. There were family feuds and political tyranny. And, of course, spreading over all, was the
emptiness, meaninglessness, and the lack of purpose which this lifestyle always produces. Corinth was so much
like our own cities that I heard one preacher once refer to Paul's letters to the church at Corinth as his first and
second letters to the Californians. We live in Corinthian conditions, and if there is any church in the New
Testament with which we would particularly identify, it could be this one. The apostle arrived a total stranger,
not knowing anyone, never having been there before, but confident that God would open the door. Luke tells us
how he did it:

After this he left Athens and went to Corinth. And he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, lately
come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome.  And he
went to see them; and because he was of the same trade he stayed with them, and they worked, for by trade they
were tentmakers. And he spoke in the synagogue every sabbath, and persuaded Jews and Greeks to believe in
Christ.  Paul is following the familiar pattern we have seen before. When he came into a city he began in the
synagogue. But here he needed to make a living as well, and so he worked at his trade of tent making. He always
expected God to lead him to someone who would open the door to a city, and, probably in the marketplace, he
ran into a fellow Jew who was also a tentmaker. 

And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, "Do not be afraid, but speak and do not be silent; for I am with
you, and no man shall attack you to harm you; for I have many people in this city." And he stayed a year and six
months, teaching the word of God among them.

What the Lord literally said when he appeared to Paul in this night vision was, "Stop being afraid, but keep right
on speaking." This reveals that Paul was indeed becoming afraid. It is quite understandable that he would, for a
very familiar pattern was developing. He had seen it before many times. This is what usually happened:  He
went the synagogue, maybe had a little success, but mostly not.  Off to the Greeks, and he finds believers.  A
great flood of people coming in.   This aroused the anger and hostility of the Jews, and he knew that the next
step was Trouble, spelled with a capital T.  That rhymes with B and that means beatings.  He anticipated that he
would soon be ousted from the city by some arousing of the rabble, or of the authorities.

We sometimes think of Paul as being so bold, so fearless -- yet he suffered just as we do from apprehensions,
forebodings, and fears. In fact in a letter to these very Corinthians he says so. In First Corinthians 2, he says,
"When I came to you...I was with you in weakness and in much fear and trembling..." He was very much afraid
of what would happen to him there.



But this is why the Lord appeared to the apostle. How gracious and reassuring are his words! He says, in effect,
"Paul, don't let your fears grip you! Stop being afraid and don't keep silent, but keep right on preaching, because
I am going to protect you. No one is going to set upon you and hurt you, for I have a lot of work for you to do
yet in this city. There are many people here who haven't come to me yet but who will -- if you keep on
preaching."

He kept on preaching, but he still got into trouble.  As you heard this morning, But when Gallio was proconsul
of Achaia, the Jews made a united attack upon Paul and brought him before the tribunal, saying, "This man is
persuading men to worship God contrary to the law." But when Paul was about to open his mouth, Gallio (the
judge) said to the Jews, "If it were a matter of wrongdoing or vicious crime, I should have reason to bear with
you, O Jews; but since it is a matter of questions about words and names and your own law, see to it yourselves;
I refuse to be a judge of these things." And he drove them from the tribunal. And they all seized Sosthenes, the
ruler of the synagogue, and beat him in front of the tribunal.   But Gallio paid no attention to this.

Did you get that?  The Jews were so upset by this outcome that they seized their brand new leader, Sosthenes,
and beat him up in front of the tribunal. They vented their spite on him for messing this whole thing up.  If you
remember the scripture read today, when Crispus became a Christian he was no longer the ruler of the
synagogue, so Sosthenes took his place and led the attack against Paul. But when he mismanaged the affair so
badly that the whole thing was thrown out of court, the Jews beat him up right in the presence of the Roman
judge.   Now, in a weird way, the beating did Sosthenes a lot of good. If you look up the First Corinthians, you
will find a most interesting item in the very first verse:  Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ
Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes...I have never considered beating as a method of Christian evangelism before,
but it worked in this case. Evidently Sosthenes' eyes were opened when these Jews turned against him, and he
decided that maybe their cause was not so just after all. He gave heed to the gospel, and now, here he is, a
co-laborer with Paul in spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ. All this is a beautiful picture of how, behind the
scenes, God stands watching over his own.

Corinth was a city that had a messed up view of Love.  Somehow in their mind, love and violence go hand in
hand.  Sometimes we have a messed up view of love.  Love and violence.  Love and domance, go hand in hand. 
In Corinth, there was impatience.  This was a town built on taking advantage of each other.  This city was
known for jealousy and envy.  Rudeness and self-seeking.  Quick to anger and quick to remember slights and
past arguments.  In other words, it could be a town like us.  Which is why Paul shares with them what love truly
is.  You have heard these words before, maybe at a wedding - but they are meant, not only for brides and
grooms, but for all of us who are trying to live peaceful and God centered lives.  Listen to these famous words,
from the first letter we have of Paul to the Corinthians later on - words that still speak to us today.  Maybe you
can read it with me:

(MAKE A SLIDE)  Love is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It is not
rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil,
but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

With love like that, you can change a life.  You can change a family.  With love like that you can change a city,
maybe a nation.  As we are called to love, remind yourself that You are loved by the giver of all good gifts.  And
the family of God said, AMEN.  


