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Series: Ten Commandments
Sermon: #6, No Killin’

6  Commandment: Thou Shall Not Murderst

Matthew 5:21-22
“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be
subject to judgment.'  But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother without cause will be subject to
judgment.  Again, anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca,' is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says,
'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell.

Exodus 20:13
“You shall not murder.” 

I John 3:11-15
This is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another.  Do not be like Cain, who
belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own actions were
evil and his brother's were righteous.  Do not be surprised, my brothers, if the world hates you.  We know that
we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death. 
Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him. 

Thou Shall Not Murder.  It was 1979, and a twenty-one year old wanted money.  Carey Moore devised a plan to
rob Omaha cabdrivers.  From a telephone booth in downtown Omaha, Moore called a cab and waited to see how
quickly the cabdriver responded to that call. If the responding cabdriver was suitable for Moore's plan, that is,
"an older man" rather than a young man, Moore planned to shoot the cabdriver and take the driver's money. 
After his first call to get a cab, the cabbie showed up minutes later - and he fit the profile Moore wanted.  
Moore shot and killed Eugene Van Ness on August 22, 1979, and carried out the same plan five days later and
killed Maynard Helgeland  When he was arrested for the crimes, Moore told officers that he chose older victims
because they would be easier to kill.

Thou Shall Not Murder.  In nine days, May 8, Carey Dean Moore is scheduled to be killed in our State’s electric
chair for these crimes.  All of his appeals are gone.

Thou Shall Not Murder.  I remember sitting in a hospital room with a middle aged woman, the transplant she
had that would save her life did not take.  And in two days time, hope went to despair.  The medical technology
was there to keep her alive indefinitely, while she slipped in and out of consciousness unable to eat, unable to
move, unable to utter any single sound.  She would never recover.  This was going to be her life for the next 20
years or however long her natural life would last.  Doped up on pain medication.  Just the sound of the
respirator, waiting to die.  Her husband was in the corner, head in his hands, knowing that there was a decision
to make, and only one real answer.  She would not want to live like this.  If you want to call it living.  But he
would be responsible for ending her life.

Thou Shall Not Murder.  A platoon leader from Vietnam was walking his troops along the dusty road and into a
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village.  It had been common for kids to come out of the huts and greet the soldiers with gifts or with food.  But
the day before, they heard a story from another platoon that the Vietcong put an explosive device in a pineapple
and sent an unsuspecting  kid out to give it to the unsuspecting men, and many lives were lost, including the
child.  On this day, they walked into another village, and a little girl came out carrying a pineapple to give to his
troops.  She was running up to them with a big smile, and she would not heed their yells to stop.  And the patrol
leader had to make a choice.  He chose to protect his men.  Come to find out, it was just a pineapple - and forty
years of tears and regret.

Thou Shall Not Murder.  Drive by many state highways and you will see billboards that have a picture of a child
with the words, “Choose Life” Abortion is Murder.  In our state, abortion is legal.  The state does not recognize
a fetus as a human life.  Also in our state, if you are responsible for the death of a pregnant woman, you can be
charged with two deaths - implying that the fetus is a human life.  I don’t want to get into pro-life or pro-choice
in this sermon, but only to illustrate that our state is conflicted with this issue.

Thou Shall Not Murder.  You can find this command in two different places in the Torah, the first five books of
the Bible.  And in the Torah, you have 613 laws to follow, which include the Ten Commandments.  And in
these laws, many of which, if you break them, you are to be hereby killed.  Here are just a few: Murder,
kidnaping, rape, incest, cursing your parents, working on Saturday (They stoned a man who collected wood on
Saturday for his family’s fire), idiolatry, bestiality, adultery (matter of fact, if a guy slept with a woman and her
mother, they all three were to be burned alive), for touching the Ark of the Covenant, communicating with the
dead, I could go on and on. The very text that tells us, “Don’t kill” tells us to “kill” depending upon the
situations.

About 10 years ago, I was doing nursing home visitations when I came upon an old man lying on his bed and we
had the opportunity to chat.  I didn’t know him, he didn’t know me.  He had served in the great war, WWI, at
age 16 working on the railroads for the army in France.  He had lied about his age to get over there.  His son
served and died in WWII.  At the time, I was one of the youngest pastors out there, so I inquired if there was
anything that he could share to a young guy just starting out in life.  And this is what he shared.  “When you’re
young,” he said, “everything is black and white, right and wrong, this or that.  But as you grow old, you discover
that there are many shades in-between.  Don’t get me wrong,” he said, “there is right and wrong, black and
white, but we live our lives in the murky shadows between the two, where it’s not always easy to see the truth.” 
Now, I gotta tell you, I am generally a black and white kinda guy.  But when it comes to this commandment, I
start to see shades of grey that a long time ago, I didn’t think existed.

So what do we do with this commandment?  Thou shall not murder.  In the examples that I shared at the
beginning, you could see some black and white, and you probably also saw some shades of grey.  When is it
alright to murder?  I’m assuming that no one here ever wants to kill somebody.  But under what circumstances
would I be challenged to rethink that?  And the words of Jesus helps me understand some of the grey areas.

These words were taken from the sermon on the mount, in the gospel of Matthew.  If you ever want to read the
toughest sermon to live by, read Matthew 5-7.  Jesus sets the bar of Christian discipleship fairly high.  He
addresses some of the commands that we are looking at, the Ten Commandments, and puts them into a different
light.  Such as the command, thou shall not murder.  Jesus tells us that the murderer is subject to judgement (and
as such, also available for redemption).  But Jesus also tells us that those of us with anger in our hearts, with
hate in our spirit, is also in danger of the flames.  “Anyone who is angry with his brother (or sister) will be
subject to judgement.  Again, anyone who says to his brother, ‘Raca’ is answerable to the Sanhedrin.  But
anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell.  Raca is a Aramaic swear word, implying
empty-headed, or air head.  In the Ten Commandments, the word they use is murder, not kill.  Murder implies a
premeditation, or a gross negligence.  Killing is different.  Killing is loss of life, but not all killing is murder. 
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And Jesus takes us to look at the motives and the reasons for murder.  Murder comes from anger.  Murder
comes from hatred.  In the ten commandments, the first four commands sins against God.  The last six are sins
we commit against each other.  And murder takes the lead spot in that category at number five.  And murder is a
horrible sin, but I think that Jesus was teaching his disciples that murder, in and of itself a horrible sin, is a
symptom of other horrible sins.  Why do we have premeditated murder?  Because we have the sin of hatred. 
You don’t deserve to live!  Because we have the sin of greed.  You have something I want and I will kill you for
it.  Because we have the sin of pride.  Pride.  My wants and needs are more important than your right to life.  If
we try and reconcile ourselves to these evils, hatred, pride, greed, then the dangers of murder go down
exponentially.  In the Law of Moses, hatred, pride and greed were not against the law.  But the fruits of those
feelings are: Murder, lying, stealing, adultery, coveting, all of these come from blackened hearts.  And Jesus not
only upholds the validity of the laws, but he has us check our hearts to see if they are blackened!  If you work to
get rid of anger in your life, you’ll be fine!  If you work to weed out greed in your life, you’ll be fine!  If you
work to get rid of hatred in your life, you’ll be fine!

Life is full of complex questions, it is filled with right and wrong, with black and white, and a million shades of
colors in-between.  Let us live our lives appreciating the sacredness of life - for that is the true meaning behind
the commandment.  Choose life, that we might live.  Every life is a gift from God, to be cherished and loved. 
Sometimes we may have to kill to protect ourselves.  There might be a time where we might allow someone to
die so they might go forth to live.  There may be times when appreciation of life requires us to defend a people
who cannot defend themselves, unseat a tyrant and bring true peace to a nation, a region, a continent.  These are
the questions for our day and age.  No one ever wants to kill, but when does an appreciation of life require such
actions?  I cannot answer that question for you.  But I do know this: Jesus calls us to a higher standard of love
and peace and forgiveness and charity - where there is no room for hatred, pride or greed.  Amen.
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