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Series: When in Rome
Sermon: If God is for us...

Psalm 56:10-11
In God, whose word I praise,
    in the Lord, whose word I praise—
in God I trust and am not afraid.
    What can man do to me?

Romans 8:31-32
What then shall we say about these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?  Indeed, he who did not
spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, freely give us all things?

Sermon
Last year, impeachment trials and shady grim on politics in general.  It can’t get worse.  Throw in a pandemic. 
It can’t get worse.  Throw in fires and evacuations.  It can’t get worse.  Thank you to all of our first responders
and front line folk - Oregon City is safe because of you.  To my knowledge, all within our congregation are safe
and accounted for, property is fine.  Our thoughts and prayers and support goes to those who are not so lucky.  I
don’t want to say “It can’t get worse” because I fully expect the zombies in October, and Aliens to show up in
November.  Why not?

This is a hard year.  So I try to look on the bright side of life.  I once knew a guy who named his dog “Five
Miles”.  So later, he could tell his buddies that he walked five miles that day.

Life is a little easier now, than when I grew up.  When I was young, I had to walk 9 feet through shag carpet to
change the TV channel.  Someone asked about last week’s sermon when I mentioned exercise is good for the
soul, this is what they shared:  Begin by standing on a flat surface, where you have plenty of room at each side. 
With a 5lb potato bag in each hand, extend your arms straight out from your sides and hold them there as long
as you can. Try to reach a full minute, and then relax.   Each day you’ll find that you can hold this position for
just a bit longer than the day before.  After a couple of weeks, move up to 10lb bag and then a 20lb.  Finally,
when you feel completely confident, you can start putting potatoes in the bag.  

Well hopefully that got you to smile just a little because there really hasn’t been too much to smile about lately.
As of writing this, kids aren’t back to school, the house still smells like smoke, and Covid still has the world
shut down.  How would you describe the last six months?  What words capture for you what you have been
feeling?   Do words such as discouraging, depressing, disrupting, devastating, even defeating, come to mind? 
Or maybe it’s words such as bored, interrupted, trapped, isolated, confined, going stir crazy, fearful, lonely,
stressful, lack of sleep, crisis management, getting on each other’s nerves, not how you imagined life would be,
saddened by the news reports, emotionally and physically exhausted.  Well, whatever words come to your mind,
I’m betting for all of us, we would not describe life right now as fun. 

For each of us, we can’t wait for all of this to be over, to be behind us, so we can get back to a sense of
normalcy.  This routine of six feet apart, washing our hands constantly, staying inside while relying on
technology to be the answer for everything, was old way back in month number one.  We weren’t created by
God to function this way.  We thrive on fellowship and communion, interaction and personal touch, sharing



ourselves with others while embracing life to the fullest, making memories with loved ones and not restricted
from travel.

If God is for us, who can be against us?  Well, friends, it doesn’t feel like God is for us at all at the moment. 
Just about any list of encouraging Bible verses will include Romans 8:31: “What, then, shall we say in response
to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?”

But what are “these things?” that Paul is referring to?  Is the verse really saying that we as believers will never
face opposition or failure? Any experience as a Christian will amply demonstrate that plenty of people can be
“against us;” persecution is a very real problem for Christians all over the world. So what does this passage
actually mean?  What is the Context in Romans?  Romans is a letter that was written by the apostle Paul to the
believers in Rome around in the late 50's,  a couple decades after Christ.  At that point, Paul had never visited
Rome, but Christianity seems to have been present there for a number of years. The church was well grounded
and well known.  Though the intense persecution under the emperor Nero had not yet begun, only a few years
after the writing of Paul’s letter, Christians would be blamed for the burning of Rome. Sentiment against them
was already an issue. Most of the early Roman Christians were of Jewish descent, and would have been slowly
returning after Jews were exiled from Rome in A.D. 49 under the emperor Claudius.  They’ve already lived
under persecution, evacuation, fires, lions, tigers and bears.  Therefore, out of context, the declaration that “if
God is for us, who can be against us?” would have seemed just as confusing to the original readers. They might
have replied, “All of Rome is against us!” Even the Jewish folk are against us.  Everybody is against us!  What
else could go wrong?”  If God is for us, great!  He’s the only one!

Paul is reminding his readers about who is the final judge.  God is.  He is the one who justifies.  Sanctifies.  Not
the Romans.  Not the culture.  God even loves you more than you love yourself!  If you don’t think you are
lovable, then you’re calling God a liar, don’t do that.  As we’ll finish out the series next week, Paul rounds it out
by proclaiming that nothing can separate us from the love of God.

Thus, in context, Paul’s question of “who can be against us” appears to be asking who can bring condemnation
against the Christian. The answer is no one. God has chosen us as His children and heirs. God is the judge. If He
is for us, no one can condemn us. And, as Paul demonstrates in Romans 8:35-39, nothing can separate us from
that love. Therefore, we are secure in Christ.

There are things against us.  Both human and spiritual forces war against us. We will face opposition, and many
verses warn us of just that.  The verse also does not say that nothing can ever overcome a Christian. Christians
can still lose — sports, jobs, even their lives. Losing isn’t a matter of “not having enough faith” or “not trusting
God enough.” This verse makes no claim that everything will work out in this life if we have faith.  You can hve
faith, and the cancer still comes.  You can have faith, but fire can take the house.  You can have faith, and still
get scammed.  

Rather, in the cosmic courtroom, no evidence can be held against us. God is in the process of sanctifying us.
Those who trust in Christ can no longer be condemned.  For you see, whether in this life or the next, God
remains a constant.  He’s always with us – no matter what.  

Just a closing thought, If God is for us, than who can be against us?  Someone once asked Abraham Lincoln, in
the middle of the Civil War, if he believed that God was one the Union’s side.  I like Abe’s answer:  Sir, my
concern is not whether God is on our side; my greatest concern is to be on God's side, for God is always right.
God is always on the side of righteousness.  Of justice.  Of equality.  Of forgiveness and mercy.  Do I want God
to be on my side?  Sure, but I should be asking the question if I am on God’s side.  The side of love and mercy.  
May the answer be yes.  Amen.



Opening:
Good morning, Oregon City UMC!  We are taping on Tuesday morning, and our prayer is that the rains have
come by now, as you watch this over the weekend.  But as of now, it is still smokey in the sanctuary as the fires
smolder on.  We are blessed to share that, to our knowledge, our members and OCUMC family are safe and
fine.  Most of you stayed put, But some of you were evacuated.  Our family and I went to Beaverton for a few
days, having the evacuation line just a few miles from our house.  I had a cousin say that they were praying for
us, which I thought was nice, and I told him that our house was relatively safe, and he said, NO, I’m praying for
you because youre’ shut up in a hotel room with your family and pets with no escape for days.  Fair point, but
we pulled it through.  We were blessed to have a house to come back to.  Keep your church family and
community in your prayers as we worship together.  Here are today’s annoucements:

Offertory:
The book of Joel shares this at a trying time in Israel’s history: To you, Lord, I call,
 for fire has devoured the pastures in the wilderness
 and flames have burned up all the trees of the field. - Joel 1:19

Our offering this morning takes place at a trying time in the life of our church, community, state and nation.  We
continue to give, because our church continues to love.  To feed.  To house.  To care for.  To love others, value
everyone.  

How does the book of Joel end? Not in fire, but in hope:
And it will come to pass in that day
That the mountains shall drip with new wine,
The hills shall flow with milk,
And all the brooks of Judah shall be flooded with water;
A fountain shall flow from the house of the Lord
And water the Valley..."

May our offering reflect that hope and help bring it to pass.

Closing:
Benediction.  Big church word, right?  Bene.  If you know your romantic languges, you can figure out that Bene
means Good.  Diction.  Words, right?  Benediction, Good Word.  Receive this good word for today, from 13th

Century England:  God be in your head, and in your understanding.
God be in your eyes, and in your looking.
God be in your mouth, and in your speaking.
God be in your heart, and in your thinking.
God be at your end, and at your departing.

Go in peace.  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer
Oh Lord, as heat and dry weather envelope our country, we pray for our family, friends, community and state
who have been affected by the devastating fires currently burning throughout our land.  We give thanks for the
5,000 plus front line fire fighters who are trying to contain these blazes.  Give them strength and courage, and
may they know our thankfulness.  

Fire is so very necessary for our existence, and yet, when it gets out of control, it can be more damaging than
anything else. We ask God for protection against destroying fire. Keep our lives, our homes, buildings, woods



and fields safe from this scourge. Help us to always use care and caution in our use of fire. Bring the waters of
refreshment to quench the fires and the thirst of those who fight to protect and save us from fires.

Give us a saving fear of the fires that destroy. Help us to control them. Give us the fire of passion in our hearts
that we may help those in need.  We pray this in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, in the prayer we
all know:


