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Series: Ten Commandments
Sermon: #8 Thou Shall Not Steal

Exodus 20:15
“You shall not steal.” 

I John 3:4-7
Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness.  But you know that he appeared so that he might
take away our sins. And in him is no sin.  No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to
sin has either seen him or known him. 

Sermon
It was 20 years ago, I was a fresh, new pastor serving my first church in Omaha.  Now, we were leery of living
in the big city, so we had an apartment in an outside village.  But I was doing a project that required me to go to
the Library and check out some materials.  Right before internet days.  I went to the big library in Omaha, found
my books, and proceeded to the check out.  I applied for a card, but was denied.  I didn’t live in Omaha or even
that county, my taxes didn’t support this branch.  My library, much smaller, was in the town I lived in.  But I
could pay $60 per year to use the Omaha Library system.  I went back to the church, and talked to another pastor
who was serving there, Chad Anglemyer.  And I borrowed his card.  I went back to the library, found the stack
of books that I wanted, (I had hidden them away so I could come right back to them that day).  I got the books,
and went to another checkout area, where there was a different checkout dude.  I gave him the card and I smiled. 
Now, I had no evil intent.  I was just checking out books.  The clerk bopped up the card on the computer and
said, “Mr. Anglemeyer, there is a $10 balance on here that you have to pay.”  Not knowing what else to do, I
brought out my wallet, opened it up, and proceeded to bring out some cash.  As I was handing him a Hamilton,
he said, “And your card has expired.  That’s no problem.  I just need to see your license - which he could see
that I had with my open wallet there.  He couldn’t read it, but he knew that I had it.  And I got scared, and said,
“I gotta go.”  And walked quickly away.  As I was leaving, he yelled back, “Hey, you’re not Chad Anglemeyer,
are you!”  That was the day I was busted by the Omaha Library Gestapo.  They took my ten bucks, and didn’t
credit his account - I later discovered.  I wasn’t stealing per se, but I did try and use someone else’s identity
(with their permission) to get goods and services.  That’s a misdemeanor in Omaha, using the library under false
pretenses, and I actually put my job in danger.  I’m pretty sure the statute of limitations has run out already, so I
don’t mind telling you, but we’ve all stolen something, sometime.  For many of us, it was before we understood
the concept of property and payment.  For others, it is an ongoing slope that we sometimes run up against.  I’d
ask you to raise your hand if you have ever stolen anything, but we haven’t gotten to the commandment about
lying yet, so we’d probably not get everyone.

This morning, we are going to take a look at the 8  Commandment, Thou Shall Not Steal.  These are theth

commands that God gave to Moses and are a part of the decalogue, the 10 Commandments.  And I gotta tell
you, of all the commands, this is the one that we probably most agree with.  We might think that there are times
and places where lies are OK.  We are in the midst of two wars, one that we see every night on the news and the
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forgotten war in Afghanistan, we know that there is killing going on, but we can rationalize it.  I’m not saying
we should or shouldn’t, this isn’t a pro-war or anti-war sentiment, but Ecclesiastes does say, “There is a time to
kill, and a time to heal.”  I don’t know about you, but I would kill for self-defense.  For me or my family.  The
10 Commandments say Don’t work on Sunday.  But look at me!  We can look at most of the ten
commandments and rationalize loopholes and exceptions, even if we shouldn’t.  Except for the Stealing
Commandment.  Everyone agrees that you shouldn’t steal.  Period.  But Pastor Mike, what about those with no
food or clothing?  Is it OK to steal to feed your family?  In America today, no one needs to steal to feed their
family.  No one.  There are many charities that are willing to give you a bag of food.  There are many churches
with food pantries.  There is no excuse to steal in our nation.  Of all the Commands, we agree with this one the
most, but most of us have broken it.

As I thought about what to share about stealing, three ideas came to mind.  The first is this: “What is yours is
mine.”  This is what we usually think of when we think of theft.  What is yours is mine.  I will take something
that I don’t have a right to, that belongs to you.  Let’s take a look at shoplifting, one of the most common area of
thefts out there.  Shoplifters have no intent on purchasing their goods.  The old “five-fingered” discount.  89%
of teens say that they know someone who shoplifts routinely.  66% of teens say that one of their best pals
shoplifts.  IE: Your kid’s friend who comes into your home to hang out has no problem taking things that aren’t
yours.  I’m not picking on kids.  Do you know that shoplifting stats go up toward the end of the month?  And it
goes down after the first of the month, because the Social Security checks have gone out.  Time magazine did an
article about the rising cases of shoplifting by the elderly.  What is yours is mine.  A good friend works in the
security field.  You know when you walk through the department stores, and you see the black bubble on the
ceiling, indicating a camera?  Do you know who they are watching?  Yes, they watch customers, but they really
watch the employees.  Theft by employee is many times more costly than the shoplifter.  What is yours is mine. 
Bank robberies are on the rise.  It’s never funny, but not too long ago, a local was robbed.  Through the drive-
thru.  They caught him pretty quick.  They could see the get-away car.  What is mine is yours.  A ton of people
cheat and steal on their taxes.  You should see some of the outrageous deductions people take.  A person paid an
arsonist $10,000 to burn down his warehouse valued at $500,000.  He claimed a $500,000 loss on his warehouse
and then put $10,000 as a business expense for the arsonist.  They caught him pretty easily.  I won’t say which
one, but a non-profit community group every year gives a $10,000 scholarship to a high school senior.  Where
do they get the 10K?  The parents of the scholarship recipient gives it to the civic organization.  And the civic
organization turns around and awards it to the kid.  The parents now can write off 10K off of their taxes, instead
of just forking over 10K to the university.  The IRS once got a letter, “Last year I misrepresented my income and
I feel so guilty that I cannot sleep, so here is a check for $100.00  If I still feel guilty, I’ll send in the rest.”  What
is yours is mine.  We can talk about the thousands of ways people steal - but the fact remains, If you take
something that is not yours, you are guilty of a crime, and worse, guilty of sin.  

Jesus once told a story about some robbers.  A man was going to Jericho and he fell into the hands of thieves. 
They took everything they had and left him for dead.  But in this story, Jesus doesn’t talk about the robbers that
much.  There are other guilty people in the story that he’s going after.  There are three men who walk by the
poor soul lying on the ground.  The first two people are a priest and a Levite.  A priest is someone in the Lord’s
service, and the Levite is from the tribe of Levi, a most notable holy tribe.  These are good people.  But they
walk by.  The Samaritan helps the victim and even pays the co-pay for his health care.  Now, for the people who
hear this story, the Samaritans are the bad guys.  Israelites and Samaritans are not friends.  But it is the
Samaritan who helps.  And Jesus rebukes the priest and the Levite because they are also stealing.  They
withhold what they have and refuse to share.  One form of stealing is “what is yours is mine” and another form
is “what is mine is mine.”  I believe that selfish people are also guilty of stealing.  Let’s look at the priest and the
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Levite.  They had resources to help.  They had opportunity to give a hand up.  They had everything they needed
to help that poor man dying in a ditch, except they didn’t have the heart to get involved.  They were too busy,
too important, too something.  They stole from him.  They had the attitude of “what is mine is mine.”  This isn’t
a rich thing, poor thing here.  Some of the stingiest people I know are rich people.  You probably know a few. 
Some of the most generous people I know are rich people.  You probably know a few as well.  But it goes
beyond money.  It’s my money, it’s my time, it’s my car, it’s my whatever.  And we rob others.  A few years ago
in another city I was talking to a wife of a 30 year-old husband who would spend 5 hours a day in front of the
computer playing games into the late evening.  He brought home the bacon, he said, and he earned the right to
have time to himself.  They had two little ones at home.  And he stole himself away from his family.  What is
mine is mine.  Some of you might be looking down the road at retirement some day.  And you might wake up
one day and realize that you have nothing saved for your golden years.  You have spent everything you’ve
earned.  And maybe you have some retirement, but if you put it up to your debt, you realize that it cancels each
other out.  The average household income is around $50,000 per year, so over ten years, that’s half-a-million
dollars.  And many of us have less than $1,000 in the bank. When we spend it all and then some, we rob from
ourselves.  When Social Security comes, we’ll get our $1,200 a month in the mail.  Could you live on that? 
Next time you get your SS statement, see if you could live on it.  Quit robbing from yourself.  What is mine is
mine is a selfish way to look at the world and we rob ourselves of the opportunities to make a difference in the
world, in our families, in our own lives.

But the third, and biggest, reason not to steal is the one we generally overlook.  All sin is against God.  That’s
the definition of sin.  Whatever separates us from our creator.  If I hook up my water hose to my neighbors
spigot, to water my lawn while their on vacation, I steal from them, but more importantly, something within me
grows more apart from God.  When you sin, when I sin, a wedge is driven into our spirit, and it separates us
from the one who made us.  Your first wedge is the loss of innocence.  And the more that wedge is driven in, the
less connected we feel to God.  And the less connected we feel to God, the more we don’t realize the effects of
our sin within our lives.  The less guilt we feel.  The less emotion we share.  I was speaking to a college student
about plagiarism.  First time he had done it, he felt like he cheated, like he was going to get caught, like he was
doing something not-to-right.  But he rationalized it by a lack of time.  Just this once.  Now, it’s become a habit. 
God bless the computer, clip and paste, clip and paste.  Now he says, if you steal from one source, it’s
plagiarism.  If you steal from more than one, it’s research.  I don’t agree, but it shows the effect of continued sin,
that it makes us numb to what is happening within our Spirit.  We lose touch with God.  And we lose our
innocence.

Thou Shall Not Steal.  Period.  What is yours is mine.  What is mine is mine.  We rob from others, we rob from
ourselves, and when we take something that isn’t ours, we lose something far more valuable, something far
more precious.  And in the balance sheet of life, we lose.  Next week, we’re going to be looking at another no-
no, thou shall not lie.  I hope you’ll join us.  Amen.
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