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Series: Stranger Things
Sermon: When the Sun Stood Still

Joshua 10:7-15
 So Joshua marched up from Gilgal with his entire army, including all the best fighting men. 8 The Lord said to
Joshua, “Do not be afraid of them; I have given them into your hand. Not one of them will be able to withstand
you.”

9 After an all-night march from Gilgal, Joshua took them by surprise. 10 The Lord threw them into confusion
before Israel, so Joshua and the Israelites defeated them completely at Gibeon. Israel pursued them along the
road going up to Beth Horon and cut them down all the way to Azekah and Makkedah. 11 As they fled before
Israel on the road down from Beth Horon to Azekah, the Lord hurled large hailstones down on them, and more
of them died from the hail than were killed by the swords of the Israelites.

12 On the day the Lord gave the Amorites over to Israel, Joshua said to the Lord in the presence of Israel: “Sun,
stand still over Gibeon, and you, moon, over the Valley of Aijalon.”

13  So the sun stood still, and the moon stopped, till the nation avenged itself on its enemies, as it is written in
the Book of Jashar.  The sun stopped in the middle of the sky and delayed going down about a full day. 14 There
has never been a day like it before or since, a day when the Lord listened to a human being. Surely the Lord was
fighting for Israel!

15 Then Joshua returned with all Israel to the camp at Gilgal.

Sermon:
This month, we are examining some of the “stranger” stories in scripture.  Lessons from the Bible through weird
of preposterous passages.  In preparation for this morning’s sermon, I’ve come to discover that the message is
really directed at just one person in this room this morning. Me. You’re invited to listen in as I preach to myself,
though. Something tells me I’m not the only one who needs to hear it.  This year, we celebrate 20 years of
marriage.  I proposed to Stephanie 21 years ago this week.  We spent the 4  of July weekend that year at herth

folk’s house, and being old school, I asked her folk’s blessing on our engagement.  I planned a nice one night
getaway, so I could propose at the National Arbor Day mansion in another town as the sun would set over the
trees.  So we had to leave her folk’s house in order to get down there.  But I couldn’t tell her why.  All she knew
was that we were leaving early, in her mind, and her mom was crying as we left.  She thought her mom was
crying because we were leaving early.  She was really crying because I could now be her son in law.  But we got
to that moment of proposal, and the sun was just setting, I couldn’t have timed it better.  And I wanted to hold
the sun in the sky at that moment, just let it pause for a while on the horizon to cherish this moment for a while
longer.  You’ve done that right?  At the coast?  Watch the sun go down over the distant waves.  It’s amazing
when you see it on the horizon and you can see how quick the sun can move across the sky, and go below the
curvature of the earth.

We know there are twenty four hours in every day and seven days in every week. It’s always been that way -
never speeds up and never slows down. The time ticks away one second every second. But that’s not how it
feels - at least not to me.  Life seems too short and never enough time. There are things that Steph and I have
been wanting to do for years and we just never get to it – simple things like kayaking down the Clackamas,
painting a room or just asking someone to join us for dinner. There’s just not enough time.  I’ll clean out the



shed in the spring.  Maybe the summer.  OK, I’ll have some time in the fall.  Never going to happen.  Last week,
I came across this description of how Americans spend their time. If our lifespan only allowed us to live to 75
years, this is how the average American would spend his or her time - at today’s habits.  25 of our 75 years
would be spent sleeping. 15 years would be spent on the phone, watching TV or browsing the Internet.  5 years
would be spent traveling to get to school, work and home.  3 full years out of the 75 would be spent going to
school.   We’re over half way and we haven’t included our work life or family life.

The Bible helps us see these distinct aspects of time. In the Greek New Testament, there are two words, chronos
and kairos.  Chronos – from which we get the word chronology. This is the time we know all too well. It’s the
ticking of the clock. And the Bible tells us to pay attention to this linear way of measuring time such as Psalm
90:12  “Teach us to number our days”. 

But the other word, Kairos, refers to fullness of time. This is God’s time zone. There is a certain fluidity to
God’s purposes that is not bound by our understanding of chronological time.  When Jesus came into the world,
it was a Kairos moment. Paul tells us, “When the fullness of time had come, God sent his son.” (Galatians 4:4)
Or from Ecclesiasties - there is a time for everything, to plant, to not plant, for war, for peace, and on and on and
on.  Non linear time.

Today, we have an amazing story of an answered prayer which gives Joshua more time. Remember Joshua was
born into slavery in Egypt and experienced firsthand his people’s deliverance from the hand of Pharaoh. As they
journeyed to the Promised Land, Joshua rose to a leadership position as Moses’ assistant. At the border, he was
among those sent into the Promised Land to see what lay ahead. Only Joshua and his friend, Caleb, clung to
faith and said, “let’s go.” Everyone else wanted to turn back. Everyone else was afraid, and fear prevailed. So
the next 40 years were spent wandering in the wilderness, enuring the consequences of acting with fear instead
of faith. After 40 years, Moses once again brought the people to the border of the Promised Land, and this time
Joshua led the people into this new land. They began claiming what God had promised. In Joshua 10, we find a
pray and a moment when chromos and kairos intersect. This is the thin place of answered prayer.

Here’s the scene: Five opposing armies were positioned to attack Joshua and his people. So Joshua decided to
strike first and led his army on an all night march into battle. During the march, God spoke to Joshua.  "Do not
be afraid of them; I have given them into your hand.  Not one of them will be able to withstand you."  So at
dawn, the Israelites mounted a surprise attack, and it went well. The other armies – the Amorites – fell back and
began to retreat. But with the sun sinking toward the horizon, what God promised had not yet been
accomplished. Most of us would call it a day. We’ve done all we could do and now the day has ended.
Tomorrow’s another day. But Joshua wasn’t most people. He actually believed what God promised: not one of
them will be able to withstand you.  So Joshua saw that time was running out.  He grabbed hold of every ounce
of faith, and he prayed one of the most audacious prayers in the Bible.  "Sun, stand still over Gibeon, and you,
moon, over the Valley of Aijalon."  He had the audacity to ask God to make the sun stop in the sky.  I realize
this sound preposterous and scientifically impossible, and I can’t give you a detailed explanation for how this
could happen. But according to scripture, God answered Joshua’s prayer. Really? Did God actually stop the
earth on its axis, or create some way for the sun to be reflected in the sky to extend daytime? Really? And I
don’t know, but I choose to believe God can step into a moment in time to answer a prayer according to God’s
purposes. And I believe God still desires to make the sun stand still over the life of every believer, if we have
the audacity to ask.  And at the end of this story, we are told it was a day when the LORD listened to a human
being.  At the height of human need with God’s purposes on the line, God listened – and I really believe that
God still does.

In 1 John 5:14-15, we find these words: “This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask
anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us - whatever we ask - we know that
we have what we asked of him.”  Faith makes it possible for us to pray with a bold confidence. Those who



believe stand at a place where heaven and earth meet and draw down the blessings of heaven into life in this
moment in time. It is the kairos moment. And we know our requests have already been granted even though they
may be granted in ways we do not expect. There are four important words in what John was saying that are so
easy to overlook. I had to read the verses half a dozen times before I noticed the four worlds.  This is the
confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.  In other
words, God wants our agenda to align with God’s agenda. Our faith must be in sync with God’s purposes. 
Otherwise, why not pray the biggest prayer that would benefit your life? Just ask God to let you live the rest of
your life free from physical and emotional pain. Just ask God for billions of dollars to enter your bank account. 
“Hallelujah! Sun stand still! God we will even give you credit. We will say the magic words.”  So, let’s say your
birthday is approaching and your parents ask what sort of gift you would like for your birthday. And you begin
to list a few things, some much more expensive than others – and beyond your parent’s willingness to provide.
So they ask you to prioritize because they really want to give you something that you want. But you don’t have
time to do that. On your birthday, you call your parents because you are in the checkout line with a gift that you
have chosen. Over the phone, you ask them, “How do you want me to pay for this?” you ask. Whoa... slow
down. Stand still. You missed a step. Your parents invited you to ask for something and no request was too
large, but you never took the time to determine your parents true purposes.  Do you see what John was saying
and what Joshua discovered – according to God’s purposes.  How would you discover the heart and will of your
heavenly Father? It’s not so different than an earthly father.   It takes time. Be still. Be present. 

So with this story of the sun standing still, the real question is this: Do I believe that God is really God or not?
Do I believe that He will do what He says He will do? Or am I merely content in believing in a challenging (but
not overly challenging), powerful (but not too powerful), big (but not too big) and really rather small kind of
God?  God is at work accomplishing His amazing plan. He has invited us to join Him in carrying out this plan.
Our purpose is to make His name known throughout the world. And that happens when people see God’s power
at work through us.  I’m reminded of a quote by Mark Batterson, a pastor in Washington, DC, who likes to
challenge his congregation to “Quit living as if the purpose of life is to arrive safely at death.”  God has so much
in store for us. And His power can be displayed moment by moment through our lives – if only we decide to
give Him enough room to work through it. Are we audacious enough in our faith to live our lives in such a way
that when people look at us, there’s no question that God is the One who moved in our lives? Are we audacious
enough in our faith to live our lives in such a way that we can approach the throne of the Living God with
confidence and can bring our bold requests before Him? No mountain is too big. No obstacle is too great. Jesus
never promised that our lives would be comfortable when we choose to follow Him. He did, however, show us
that a life that is committed to following God’s direction will be an amazing journey.  You only get so much
time in this world.  Some of us get more, some of us get less.  But some of us have lived 80 years, and never
really lived.  And some have lived half that, and got double the life.

Do I believe that God made the sun stand still for a whole day?  I don’t know.  It’s a strange and weird story.  I
know he could have done it, and maybe that’s all I need.  But if God can do that, imagine what he could do with
us.  And the people of God said, AMEN.



Weather Vignette #1 (During Openning Announcements):  In 1883, the eruption of the volcano Krakatoa
spewed ash into the atmosphere. The sulfur dioxide cast a blanket around the world that cooled the Earth and
threw weather patterns into chaos. The dust also turned skies into fantastic colors.  The earth was messed up for
years.  A volcanic eruption earlier in the century also created the “Year without Summer” that devastated crops
and cooled the earth considerably.  Massive food shortages in the northern hemisphere caused hundreds and
hundreds of thousands of deaths.

In Edvard Munch's "The Scream," painted in 1893, we see a ghostly figure clutching his face and wailing
beneath a blood-red sky. According to recent research, this haunting sky was likely inspired by a real-life
meteorological phenomenon.  In Norway, the vivid red sunsets are thought to have inspired Munch's surreal sky,
and he wrote at the time, "clouds like blood and tongues of fire hung above the blue-black fjord and the city." 
The color isn’t metaphor, it’s what the sky looked like for a few years.

Weather Vignette #2 (After Offertory Prayer):  In 1941, Adolf Hitler (who apparently wasn't much of a history
buff) decided to attack Moscow as part of one of the largest invasions in warfare.

Just as Napoleon failed at his plan to capture Moscow in 1812, Hitler ended up making the same mistake:
underestimating the power of climate as a military weapon.

Before the campaign, the German army was so confident it could defeat Joseph Stalin's troops that several units
brought dress uniforms along for the victory march in Red Square. What they failed to bring along, however,
was winter clothes.

The winter was the coldest one Russia had experienced in 140 years. Frostbite was rampant and German
equipment couldn't handle the temperatures. Oil froze in German tank engines, packing grease in artillery seized
up the firing mechanisms and even soup ladled out of boiling pots was known to freeze in minutes. Hitler's
defeats in the Soviet Union, outside Moscow and in Stalingrad, became an important turning point in the war.

Weather Vignette #3 (Benediction):  In 1588, King Phillip of Spain sent an armada to collect his army from the
Netherlands, where they were fighting, and take them to invade England.   Victory was all but assured. 
However, the wind didn't cooperate with his plans.  After about two weeks of sea battle, the Spanish fleet was
badly damaged and began to make a retreat. As the Armada reached the latitude of Ireland, it encountered a
major hurricane. Hammered by the wind and sea, most of the ships were driven ashore on the Irish coast where
many of the survivors were killed by Queen Elizabeth's troops.

With the Spanish Armada gone, England was able to be the conquer of the sea - and create the colonies on the
American coastline.  If the Spanish Armada hadn’t found a hurricane, it might well be that New England could
have been New Spain.  Que Passa?


