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Series: Abraham’s Altars
Sermon: Altar of Peace

Genesis 13
So Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev, with his wife and everything he had, and Lot went with him. 2
Abram had become very wealthy in livestock and in silver and gold.

3 From the Negev he went from place to place until he came to Bethel, to the place between Bethel and Ai
where his tent had been earlier 4 and where he had first built an altar. There Abram called on the name of the
Lord.

5 Now Lot, who was moving about with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents. 6 But the land could not
support them while they stayed together, for their possessions were so great that they were not able to stay
together. 7 And quarreling arose between Abram’s herders and Lot’s. The Canaanites and Perizzites were also
living in the land at that time.

8 So Abram said to Lot, “Let’s not have any quarreling between you and me, or between your herders and mine,
for we are close relatives. 9 Is not the whole land before you? Let’s part company. If you go to the left, I’ll go to
the right; if you go to the right, I’ll go to the left.”

10 Lot looked around and saw that the whole plain of the Jordan toward Zoar was well watered, like the garden
of the Lord, like the land of Egypt. (This was before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) 11 So Lot chose
for himself the whole plain of the Jordan and set out toward the east. The two men parted company: 12 Abram
lived in the land of Canaan, while Lot lived among the cities of the plain and pitched his tents near Sodom. 13
Now the people of Sodom were wicked and were sinning greatly against the Lord.

14 The Lord said to Abram after Lot had parted from him, “Look around from where you are, to the north and
south, to the east and west. 15 All the land that you see I will give to you and your offspring forever. 16 I will
make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your offspring could
be counted. 17 Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you.”

18 So Abram went to live near the great trees of Mamre at Hebron, where he pitched his tents. There he built an
altar to the Lord.

Sermon
Double or nothing.  Double or nothing.  That phrase can get you into trouble.  I’m playing ping pong with my
brother.  And like two idiots, we’re gambling.  On ping pong.  I’m down $5.   Double or nothing.  I’m down
$10.  Double or nothing.  I’m down $40.  Double or nothing.  In the course of an hour, double or nothing all the
way, I’m now down $10,000.  That’s a lot of money for a 15 year old who didn’t have $10, let alone $10 grand. 
But I know I can win my money back.  Just one more, double or nothing. My brother is 13, now thinking about
the cool car that I’m about to fund.  Double or nothing.  Double or nothing.  Just one more game.  I’m freaking
out a little, sweat on the brow.  I was making $3.35 an hour, so I’m in it for around 3,000 hours of work, or a
year and a half of pay working 40 hours a week.   You’d think that somewhere in there I learned a lesson.

The Rolling Stones sang, "You can't always get what you want. But if you try sometimes, well you just might
find, you get what you need." Many of us think this way. There are things that we want, even demand, that we



know we will never get. But biblically speaking, you can always get what you want. What do I mean? When
your heart is aligned with God's heart, when He is enough for you, you only want what He wants to give you. Of
course you pray, seek, and work for some things that will never come to pass, but in the end we are content with
God whatever God blessed in your life.   In old testament language, “He is your portion”. You could quote with
the Psalmist "Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you" Abraham
understood this and it enabled him to stand down when faced with a conflict with Lot. 

This is a very different understanding of contentment. Only when we are satisfied in God, and God alone, will
we be content and be able to embrace whatever He sends our way with joy and patience. Abraham understood
this and it enabled him to stand down when faced with a conflict with Lot.

Let me tell you a truth that is almost heresy in many families.  You don’t always have to get your way.  Did I
hear a gasp?  You don’t always have to get your way.  In fact, the quicker we are willing to stand down and
refuse to die on every hill, the quicker many situations can be resolved.  You know those people, right?  Every
single thing in their life has to be their way on their terms.  I knew a couple, where the discussion on where are
they going to live and where are they going to eat has the same level of intensity in their discussions.  Both
decisions can’t be at level 11.   They’re no longer together today.  Only dictators get their way 100% of the time,
and it usually doesn’t end good for them.  At the end of today’s story, Abram is able to build another altar - this
one I’m calling an altar of peace.  And this is what I learn from the story:

Lesson 1:  Sometimes having too much can cause conflicts.  How’s that phrase go, “More money” More
Problems.  Honestly, I’d like to have some of these “problems.”  This conflict between Abraham and Lot arose
because of the physical blessings they received. Each of them possessed many flocks, servants, and herds. This
put a strain on the land and caused strife between the herdsmen.   Their possessions were so great that they
could not dwell together.  Many of us tend to think more is always better. If we had more money or time or
friends, we would be happier and at peace. But rarely is that the case! We tend to put joy on hold until we obtain
some goal that we think we must achieve. But we get there only to find out that we desire even more or what we
pursued isn't all we hoped it would be.  Do you ever dream of winning the lottery?  I do.  What would I do if I
won $100 million - $55 million after taxes.  First, I’d tithe somehow.  There’s $6 million.  Buy everything I’d
ever wanted before, that’s several million.  A great house, a great car.  Each of my siblings and inlaws and
parents probably would like a million each, and I’d find cousins and second cousins I never knew existed. 
Charities would want their cut, my college alma mater would put me back on their mailing list.  Letters and
phone calls from random strangers.  And I’d soon discover that $55 million doesn’t go as far as it used to.  Time
Magazine says that 70% of winners are broke or bancqrupt in a few years.  Divorce is 4 fold the national
average.  Suicide rate is higher.  It’s still fun to think about.  I’ve discovered that the odds of winning is the
same if I buy a ticket or don’t buy a ticket, so I don’t buy tickets, but it’s still a fun exercise of thought.  Abram
and Lot had the same experience as many people - fighting over resources.  Isn’t that the biggest fights in your
family?  Money or time or purchases, or jobs?  Of course, money isn’t the problem, but it showcases the
underlying causes of these disagreements and conflicts.  We’re just not content people.

Lesson 2: Sometimes we value people over possessions.  Abraham would rather not be with Lot than be at odds
with him. This is an important truth. Abraham yields to Lot's choice of any part of the land Lot desires.  He
stands down. He does not have to win this battle. He says, "Separate yourself from me. If you take the left hand,
then I will go to the right, or if you take the right hand, then I will go to the left".  Abraham appears to value Lot
over the land. He refuses to let possessions trump his love for a person.  Part of learning to stand down comes
from recognizing the value of people.  People matter more than possessions. We may get what we want at times,
but in the process lose the person. Thomas Watson, the founder of IBM, entered a meeting once where many of
the companies problems were being discussed. On the table sat a stack of papers which identified some of the
biggest threats to their future success. After much discussion Watson walked over to the pile and swept his hand
through the pile sending papers all over the room. He said, "There aren't categories of problems here. There's



just one problem: Some of us aren't paying enough attention to our customers." He then turned and walked out. 
People matter. And they matter more than possessions.  Do we focus on possessions and achievements at the
cost of people? Imagine how many conflicts might be resolved if we focused on relating well to each other and
standing down to avoid severing a relationship.

Lesson 3: Learn the danger of greener grass.  Lot chose greener pastures, literally! The lush and fertile land of
the Jordan Valley drew his attention. The writer indicates that this was before the Lord destroyed Sodom and
Gomorrah, and that the men of Sodom were wicked. We get an indication that this was the wrong decision for
Lot. Abraham does not seem to care which land he gets. The allure and beauty of the land did not appeal to him.
What appears to be a better situation can, in the end, bring us great harm. We must guard against thinking that
the "grass is greener on the other side." This can be a source of pain and frustration for us, and it can cause much
turmoil in our relationships.  Affairs are up, some research says, because of Facebook.  Checking in on old
flames and crushes.  They look happy - if only I was with them.  Of course they look happy - they, and us, only
put happy things on Facebook.  You know what I’ve learned in 20 years of ministry?  You never know, you
know the trials and troubles of other people.  You don’t know what people are really dealing with or struggling
about.  And to try and compare your life with others, that’s a recipe for disappointment - because we only see
the best side of them.  Our fridge has some of the Christmas cards sent to us by close friends and family - and
they look so happy.  And of course, we sent them the happy pics of us as well.  But I wonder, what if we sent the
pics of the real us?  Yes, I’m going to comb your hair, stop freaking out.  Just smile, just for a minute.  Here, let
me suck in my gut.  I know we’re past Christmas, but enjoy this moment as a family tries to get the perfect,
perfect picture.  VIDEO.  Life’s not perfect for others either.  The grass isn’t always greener.

And the last lesson:  Just rest in God’s provision.   God had a plan and a place for Abram. The Lord would
provide. Abraham trusted this.  Often we are sooooo concerned about making the right choice.  Or at least
staying away from a wrong choice.  Sometimes there is more than one right answer.  “Oh Lord, should I stay
with my current job or find a new one - what’s your plan for my life?”  You know, maybe both could be right
answers.  Maybe God’s OK with either.  “Oh, Lord, you have a plan for my life.  Should I eat Cheerios this
morning, or Oatmeal.”  Both could be right answers.  I remember thinking, Oh, Lord, which college should I go
to?  Which one is your will for me?  Turns out, I think God was fine with whatever.  His plan is for my
character, not where I have dinner.  When we were deciding our last big move, we took our family vacations to
areas we wanted to explore.  From Nebraska, we took a vacation to the Northwest - stayed in Portland for a
week, then a week in Lincoln City.  Later on, we went to the Northeast, Rhode Island, Connecticut,
Massechusetts.  Where did we want next big family adventure?  We checked out other places, but those were
the two big areas.  So we pitched it out to the Universe.  Next year, we’re living somewhere else.  On the map,
left or right, I don’t know.  Lets see what happens.  And the church in Oregon called us six days before a church
in New Hampshire.  So here we are.  Which one was God’s will?  Could have been both.  But we trust him no
matter which way we went.   So far, it’s worked out OK.  We see Abram’s trust displayed when he built his next
altar to the Lord. He believed God would make good on His promises no matter which way he went.  We don’t
know the division of their land, maybe Abram’s last altar was in Lot’s land.  So he had  to go to plan b. He
didn't feel the need to fight with Lot or battle for his own preferences. This is contentment in action.  And in the
end, Abram knew he was going to be OK.  The promise was there.  As Christians we have the ultimate provision
from God. We don't necessarily have a piece of land; we have a Person. God gave His Son for us. He died and
rose again to secure our place with Him.  That is why we can be content. We have Him as our portion and
treasure.  We don’t have to go double or nothing.  Double or nothing.  I want it all or nothing.  If you’re curious
about the ping pong game, I eventually won a game and we were back to square zero.  Mom later found out and
she said that she would have cancelled our gambling ways.  You can’t owe a sibling money - it changes the
relationship.  If you lend or borrow money from a family member, it messes with your relationship.  Of course,
if you lend your brother in law $50 and they never speak to you again, it might be worth the investment.  But
money is temporal.  We deal with the eternal in our faith.  We really can have it all.  Eternity is on our horizon. 
Everlasting Life is our destination.  You don't always have to get your way to solve a conflict. God has a better



way.  Sometimes it pays to stand down, to just relax and not try to control everything. Trust Him.  And in the
end, look to Christ as your joy.  Find your contentment in Him.  And the family of God said, AMEN.


