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Series: Ten Commandments
Sermon: #10 Thou Shall Not Bear Covet

Exodus 20:17
"You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his manservant or
maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor."

Matthew 5:6
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

Luke 18:18-25
A certain ruler asked Jesus, "Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 

"Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is good-except God alone.  You know the
commandments: 'Do not commit adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor your
father and mother.'" 

"All these I have kept since I was a boy," he said. 

When Jesus heard this, he said to him, "You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor,
and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." 

When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was a man of great wealth.  Jesus looked at him and said,
"How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!  Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of
a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." 

Sermon

Here we are, at the end of our Ten Commandment Series.  For the last ten weeks, you have heard stories and
sermons on the Law of Moses.  From Idiolatry to stealing to Sabbath Keeping to Adultery, we have explored
why God would want us to keep our behaviors and actions in check.  And of course, we are to follow these
commands because he loves us, and wants the best for us.  Our lives are much more easier if we do not lie, if we
do not steal, if we do not kill, if we do not cheat on our spouses, if we have a day of rest, and so on.  We might
think that the Ten Commandments put limits on our freedoms, but they actually make us more free, by freeing
us from the guilt and the natural consequences of broken laws.  If I utilize the  freedom to lie, I lose the freedom
of being trustworthy.  If I utilize the freedom of adultery, I lose the freedom of a loving and caring relationship. 
These commands are here, not because we have a demanding God, but because God wants the best for us.  I was
in Jiffy Lube a while back, and while I was waiting in the lobby, the T.V. was turned to CNN.  And they ran a
story about a lawsuit somewhere down south where they were going to take the Ten Commandments out of
public display on government property.  And the people who wanted the Ten Commandments still displayed
mentioned that they were the basis of all of our laws.  The basis of our legal system.  The manager on duty, who
was standing right there watching this with me, knew I was a pastor.  And he mentioned, “I know where you
stand on this issue.”  And I replied, “Yep.  Get them out of there.  Take them down.”  And he looked at me like I
was crazy, and said, “What do you mean?”  And I replied, “If they are the basis of our judicial system, the



bedrock of our laws, let me ask you this: Of all ten commands, which ones still have a legal basis?  How many
of them are still laws today?”  Which ones can I go to jail for?  Killing and stealing.  And the occasional lie. 
(Gotta be under oath, and even then, I’ll just wait for my presidential pardon).  Two commands!  The other eight
are not illegal.  How can it be the basis of our American courts if only 2 of ten still have any effect?  Today, we
are going to look at the tenth commandment, one of the most elusive commands to relegate.  Every
commandment talks about certain behaviors and actions.  The tenth commandment is markedly different from
the rest because it doesn’t prohibit actions, but attitudes.  It doesn’t refute behavior, but is a measure of the
heart.  We are talking about coveting.  Thou shall not covet.

Sometimes we read the word “covet” and put in there the word “want”.    You are not supposed to want
anything.  Every day, seven billion dollars gets spent on advertizing in the mail alone and we are not supposed
to want anything.  We see 3,000 different advertisements a day, and we are not supposed to want anything.  The
trick in marketing is not to have a product that you can sell, but to get what you have desirable.  I remember in a
previous house, we had a knock on the door and had a vacuum cleaner salesman at the door.  Free
demonstration and the pitch, but they would clean our carpets.  Three little kids and two cats, they needed
cleaning.  Four hours later, we heard every kind of pitch to buy the vacuum.  From, the fact that our vacuum was
stealing from us because it wasn’t doing it’s job, to three kabillion dust mites roaming our home looking for
flesh to feed on, to we were guaranteed to have asthmatic kids without this vacuum.  I was a business major in
college, and in my mind I was going through the marketing techniques of selling, from intelligence: you would
be smart to have this vacuum.  To guilt: You are depriving your children if you do not buy this vacuum.  To
Price: Great deal, it was marked at $2,800 and we could get it for $1,200.  And in the end it went to sheer
desperation, “I haven’t sold a vacuum in two months.”  But not once was I coveting that vacuum.  And I felt
pretty smug about it.  I did like our clean floors, however.  We did not by a $1,200 vacuum.  But then I walk
through Best Buy.  And I look at the big screen TV’s.  I gotta get me a big screen TV one of these days.  I walk
through Lowes and Home Depot.  And I look at, well, everything.  I gotta get me, well, everything.  I drive by
the Mazda dealership.  And I’ve been known to stop and try out a Mazda 3, or a Mazda 6.  I gotta get me a
sporty looking family car.  I go through the sporting goods store and look at a top of the line Big Bertha golf ball
driver.  The reason I can’t hit the golf ball straight every time is because I don’t have a big bertha driver.  Our
house sits on a small lot over by Gaffney Lane, not even an acre, it takes me 45 minutes to mow, and I look
down the street and I see someone on a riding lawn mower.  They’re done in 10 minutes, and I think it’s a little
bit overkill to have a rider with a small lot size, but then I think, rider...rider...rider...I gotta get me one of those.  
We went to the state fair one summer, and with the kids we went to go look at the tractors.  We don’t have a
freaking farm, but in the back of my mind I was thinking, “Man, I gotta get me one of these!”  These are just
some of my examples of personal coveting.  And I know that deep down, you have some of your own covets.  It
might be a house, it might be money, it might be a spouse, it might be a career.  And we know it is wrong to
covet, but we can’t get away from wants, can we?  Isn’t it human nature to want?  Aren’t we wired to go out and
discover and learn and grow and get and so on?  If we never wanted anything, we wouldn’t ever leave the house
would we?  And that is when I need to really look at what the scriptures say.  

Lets read the tenth commandment.  "You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet your
neighbor's wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor." 
Coveting is not about wanting.  Covet and want are different.  I like to think of it as this: Coveting is a sinister
want.  It’s a want that is out of control.  It’s OK to want things.  When I’m swimming, I want to float.  I want a
home to live in, I want a job, I want food on my table, I want a car, I want my kids to have an education.  Wants
are fine.  In the beatitudes we read that we are supposed to want righteousness.  Paul tells us in Philippeans that
we are supposed to crave what is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable.  Want these
things!  But wants turn ugly when two things come into play.  Jealousy and envy.  Those are the marks of
coveting.  Again, coveting are wants marked by jealousy and envy.  Look at how the scripture is phrased.  If we
substitute the word “Covet” with jealousy and envy, it would read something like this: “You shall not be jealous
of your neighbor’s house.  You shall not be envious of your neighbor’s spouse.  You shall not be jealous of



anything your neighbor has.”  This is what God is getting at!  You’re supposed to want stuff.  You’re not
supposed to be jealous or envious of another.  If I only had their home.  If I only had their car.  If only my
spouse looked like that.  If only I could have been a trust-fund baby like some of the people I see on TV.   Envy
turns a heart black.  You’ve heard the phrase, Green with envy.  The ancient Greeks thought that the emotions of
jealousy and envy caused an overproduction of bile in the liver, creating a greenish complection of the skin. 
Shakespear picked that up and in two of his plays called it the green monster.  It makes us do stupid things.  I
have a very good friend and when they were young and riding in the car, they would dread summer.  Their car
didn’t have air-conditioning.  And in the summer, they would have their windows rolled up because they didn’t
want others to know they didn’t have AC.  100 degrees outside, and the kids were dying in the back.  Gallop did
a poll a while back asking what would you do for $10,000,000.  25% would abandon their entire family.  25%
would abandon their church.  Not you folks, I know, but others.  23% would become prostitutes for a week. 
16% would give up their American citizenship.  16% would leave their spouses.  3% would put their children up
for adoption.  For $10,000,000.  I firmly believe that God put coveting in the Ten Commandments because it is
what leads us to other sins.  Before we lie, we covet.  Before we steal, we covet.  Before we kill, we covet. 
Before we sleep around, we covet.  It is the sin that leads to other sins.  You probably remember the rich young
ruler from the Gospel of Luke.  He followed all the laws, and Jesus asked him to give up everything he had and
follow him.  Now, the point of the story is not that we should all sell everything and give it away, but this was
the one thing that the rich young ruler had to fix: His covetous heart.  He was a guy that had to keep up with the
Jones’.  And he wasn’t willing to give that up.

Let me leave you with this story.  Men who trap animals in Africa for zoos in America say that one of the
hardest animals to catch is the ring-tailed monkey. For the Zulus of that continent, however, it’s simple.
They’’ve been catching this agile little animal with ease for years. The method the Zulus use is based on
knowledge of the animal. Their trap is nothing more than a melon growing on a vine. The seeds of this melon
are a favorite of the monkey. Knowing this, the Zulus simply cut a hole in the melon, just large enough for the
monkey to insert his hand to reach the seeds inside. The monkey will stick his hand in, grab as many seeds as he
can, then start to withdraw it. This he cannot do. His fist is now larger than the hole. The monkey will pull and
tug, screech and fight the melon for hours. But he can’’t get free of the trap unless he gives up the seeds, which
he refuses to do. Meanwhile, the Zulus walk up and get him.

It’s OK to want.  But if your wants are based in jealousy or envy, it’s time to let it go.  Love God enough to be
contented.  Love people enough not to envy.  You know what coveting is?  It’s when you look at others and
focus on yourself.  Jesus calls us to look at ourselves and focus on others.  Amen.


