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Series: Finding Jesus
Sermon: Withered Hand Man - No Good Deed Goes Unpunished

Luke 6:1-11
One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields, and his disciples began to pick some heads of grain, rub
them in their hands and eat the kernels. 2 Some of the Pharisees asked, “Why are you doing what is unlawful on
the Sabbath?”

3 Jesus answered them, “Have you never read what David did when he and his companions were hungry? 4 He
entered the house of God, and taking the consecrated bread, he ate what is lawful only for priests to eat. And he
also gave some to his companions.” 5 Then Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.”

6 On another Sabbath he went into the synagogue and was teaching, and a man was there whose right hand was
shriveled. 7 The Pharisees and the teachers of the law were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they
watched him closely to see if he would heal on the Sabbath. 8 But Jesus knew what they were thinking and said
to the man with the shriveled hand, “Get up and stand in front of everyone.” So he got up and stood there.

9 Then Jesus said to them, “I ask you, which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to
destroy it?”

10 He looked around at them all, and then said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He did so, and his hand was
completely restored. 11 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law were furious and began to discuss with one
another what they might do to Jesus.

Sermon
We’re in the middle of a sermon series on the people who met Jesus - and all out of the book of Luke for this
series - and in today’s story, Jesus meets a lot of people.  People who came to hear him teach, Pharisees and
teachers, Herodians, and a withered hand man.  A man who didn’t even ask to be healed.  But here is this man
Jesus, and upturning the natural order of things. 

Here’s a fun fact: some people feel like they are wealthy.  Necessarily that they are not rich with material things,
but those who could be wealthy with cash, with health, job, happy home life, not really in need of anything. 
They have all they need to satisfy their life and they that are happy just the way things are in their lives. On the
other hand, some people feel like they are weary. They are weary because something hasn’t gone their way, they
have been on an emotional roller-coaster, lack of rest, or just the stress of daily living.  There are countless ways
of being weary. And if you go down the list even farther, you’d find that there are those who feel like they are
withering.  There may be some who have come into this worship service thinking that their life isn’t worth
much.  No hope for you or your situation.  There is someone who thinks that they have reached a point in their
life to where God has no use for them anymore. Life beyond repair.  Life is just withering away.  Not enjoying
life, just existing.  Your life may never change.  Let me give you some good new! I know a God that can take a
life, any life - a wealthy life, a worthless life, a withering life and still do wonders.

Here is this guy, a withered hand man, meaning that his hand had become paralyzed, which tells us that back in
that day, he cannot live his life to the fullest.  According to tradition, this man was an ordinary mason or



bricklayer who had become helpless by the fact that he had loss the use of his hand.  His condition was not
caused by some birth defect. This man’s hand was “paralyzed” because of some accident or disease.  This story
is in Matthew, Mark and in Luke.  Luke, being a physician gives specific details about this man’s condition. He
tells us in that it was his “right hand” and would tell us that his hand was “wilting; withering away.” This man
was in a helpless and hopeless condition. You could say that his man felt like his life was withering. I would
like to teach you what Jesus did in this man’s life; a life that seemed to be withering and wasting away. What
Jesus did for this man, I can assure you that Jesus still does today.

First, this thought: The withered hand man attended the right place.  How did Luke put it?  “And it came to pass
also on another Sabbath, that he entered into the synagogue and taught: and there was a man whose right hand
was withered.”  This verse tells us exactly what this man did when he got up on this particular morning. We are
told that he went to the House of God.  He was faithfully acquainted with the House of God.   I do not believe
that you had to give this man a first-time visitor’s card. No doubt, when the Synagogue doors were opened, this
man attended.  I think about one man who was answering questions for a national poll. He was asked about his
church preference, and he answered, "Red Brick."  The story is told of how on one occasion Jesus found a man
sitting on the steps of a church. He was sitting there with his head between his knees with a dejected look on his
face. Jesus asked him, "What's wrong? Why are you so sad?" The man replied, "I tried to get in this church but
they wouldn't let me in." Jesus said to him, "Don't feel bad, I've been trying to get in there for 20 years."  The
people let this man in because he always attended. Here was a man who loved to go to Church. Here was a man
who did not let his problem hinder him from going to the House of God. He didn’t use his condition as an
excuse to stay home.  I know and I understand that there are those who cannot attend the House of God on a
regular basis because of some physical illness. They are truly hindered.  But, I have heard several people make
this statement; “I am coming back to Church as soon as I solve this problem in my life. Things are not the best
in the world as of now; but once I get things back in order, I am going to get back in Church.”  You would have
never heard this man make that kind of statement. He knew that he needed to be in the House of God, and he
wanted to be in the House of God. It’s like saying, I’ll go back to the doctor when I feel better.  I’ll go back to
the gym when I look better.  I remember the last time I quit the gym - it was time to save some money and that
was low hanging fruit to cut.  When I joined the gym, they asked why I was joining (they had answers on a
clipboard), and one of their answers was “fitness goals”, so I went with that one.  When I quit, they asked why I
was quiting, again, with the clipboard.  I said, or lied, “I acheived my fitness goals”.  She looked at me and said,
“Really.”  Maybe I’ll go back there someday.  But this guy, this withered hand guy, didn’t let his issue keep him
away from the House of God.

What else do I learn from this story?  I find this fascinating.  There were at least three different groups in the
building that day.  Outside lobbying groups were in the building.  “And the scribes and Pharisees watched Him,
whether He would heal on the sabbath day; that they might find an accusation against Him.”  Another Gospel
threw in the Herodians, those who were from the Jewish government.  The last thing a person should find when
they go to the House of God is are withering spirits. But withering spirits have been abiding in churches since
the beginning.  There were 3 groups of leaders represented in the Synagogue. The scribes were what we would
call 'lawyers' today. In fact, in the days of the Hebrew monarch this was the title used of a court official, which
acted as a Secretary of State. It was their business to develop the law in detail, and apply it to the circumstances
of their time. Often, the title 'Rabbi' was given to them.  The Pharisees were a group of people very familiar to
most Bible students. They were the predominant religious party among the Jews.  The Pharisees prided
themselves in their strict observance of the Mosaic Law. Their teaching reduced religion to the observance of
ceremonial laws, and they upheld the authority of oral tradition as of equal value with the written law.  And,
may I say, that the Pharisees did not all die in the first century. There are still a few around today.  At least in
Spirit.  I know, because there are days that I am one of them.  And in Mark's account of this story, we are
introduced to the other group of people present that day at the temple - the Herodians.  They taught that the great



value of life was to be powerful and wealthy. If one could acquire great wealth and power, then they would have
found the great secret of life.  Now these three groups were watching - the verb actually conveys the word for
spying - continually watching.  And they were questioning.    “They asked Him, saying, Is it lawful to heal on
the Sabbath days?”  The religious leaders had made a number of rules and regulations concerning the Sabbath --
rules and regulations that God did not intend to be part of the Sabbath day.  These religious leaders had by their
traditions and decrees made the Sabbath Day to be a great burden for the people. Their laws were so restrictive
that even to heal a person would break their laws. For these leaders to watch and question Jesus revealed their
great lack of compassion they had for the good of the people.  The Sabbath was to provide rest for mankind. The
Sabbath was not for a time of restrictions; it was a time for rest. A time to enjoy.  I like the answer of Jesus I ask
you, which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to destroy it?”  The Lord’s question
examined and then exposed the evil of the laws and regulations that the religious leaders had put upon the
Sabbath. It exposed the fact that their laws prohibited doing good.  He also used David as an example, a story
from a milineam before.  This summer, I’ll have a more complete sermon about Sabbath, but just for today,
know this: The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.  

And the last bit for today, and a lesson for me today: Like the story of Zacchaeus we examined last week, Jesus
calls him out.  How did Luke put it?  “...and said to the man with the shriveled hand, “Get up and stand in front
of everyone.” So he got up and stood there.  As I was reading this this week,  I got to this particular verse, and
thought; “Lord, don’t You know that this will embarrass this man if he stands up in the midst of all these
people. Lord; You know his condition. The others see his condition. Why would You have him stand up in the
midst of these people in the House of God?”  But I wonder, on ths particular day, before this man could be
healed, he had to reveal his need for healing.  Unless I have overlooked something in this story, we are not told
that this man ever asked Jesus about anything or for anything. (He could have asked Jesus to heal his “withered
hand”, but it is not recorded in any of the 3 gospels.) This man did what he was told to do by the Lord. But this
man never verbally asked the Lord for His help.  Here is what I believe Jesus was doing when he told the man to
rise up and stand in the middle of every one that attended the House of God that day. I believe that the Lord was
helping him remove all hindrances that were before him and helped him release his faith so that he would
receive his healing.  For this man to stand up in front of every one and come to Jesus was a humbling
experience. But these words so convicted him and he rose up; and in doing so he was saying that it doesn’t
matter what others think or feel about him - he was going to get from Jesus what he needed.  

I don’t know what makes you feel weary or even withered.  But name it.  Claim it.  And in your prayer life, call
it by name.  Oh Lord, I am in debt - help me be wise in the ways financial management.  Oh Lord, I am
unhealthy, help me to avoid the chocolate and the Doritoes.  Or whatever your bad habit is.  Isn’t that part of the
12 steppers mantra: Name the thing that gets you?   The guy brought forth his hand: When the man proved his
faith in the Lord, the Lord provided his power so the man could be healed.  

Let me ask you a question that only you and the Lord can answer. Is your life (spiritually speaking) withering
away?  Listen carefully. The Lord has something to say to us this morning. He has a word of Conviction. 
Sometimes, before He can ever help you, He wants you to see your need for Him. Jesus is not here to embarrass
you or to expose you publicly.  I won’t ask anyone to stand up and say your affliction - I’m not Jesus.  But He
wants to speak to you; show you what you need; but He also wants you to see that you have a real need for Him.
He has a Word of Commitment for you. Jesus wants you to obey what He tells you to do. When you listen to
Him and obey Him, He will commit Himself to helping you and seeing you through whatever situation you are
in.  Jesus is the cure to a withering life.  Just bring Him the broken, withering pieces of your life and watch Him
put them back together again; right before your very eyes. It may take Him some time to do it, but He will fit
every piece of your life back in its proper place.



Let me close with this story:  The Duke of Norfolk was a loyal and loving subject of his esteemed king. As a
gesture of friendship he gave the king a priceless Portland vase. It was so highly treasured by the king that he
had it placed in the British Museum. In this way, he could share it with his whole kingdom.  A household
servant of the Duke of Norfolk became envious of him and sought to kill him in order to steal his estate. Finding
this out, the Duke banished him. Smoldering with envy, bitterness, and rage, the servant sought to revenge. He
chose the Portland vase as the channel for his viciousness.  For days he studied the routine of the guards at the
British Museum. At a predetermined time, when the guards were being changed, he stepped across the
restraining cord and seized the vase. He raised the vase over his head and with all his might, dashed it on the
floor. The vase broke into innumerable pieces. The priceless treasure was ruined, or so it would seem.
The king ordered all the pieces to be saved. A search was made for someone to restore the vase.  At last, they
found a man worthy to work on this 2,000 year old vase.  For weeks he labored until at last the vase was
restored. Today this vase can be seen in its restored glory in the British Museum. Only on close examination can
one detect that it had ever been broken.  When this man with the “withered hand” was healed, others could
possibly see other little problems in his life. But there is one thing for sure that they could not deny. They could
not deny that Jesus did a Great Miracle in his life.  Jesus Is The Cure For Withered Lives!  And the family of
God said, AMEN.


