
Oregon City United Methodist Church                                                                         Rev. Michael Benischek
18955 S. South End Road                                                                                                                 503-522-9807
Oregon City, OR 97045                                                                                                                   April 21, 2019

Series: Give Up!
Sermon: Give Up Your Fear

Luke 24:1-12 (NIV)
On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went
to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they entered, they did not find the
body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like
lightning stood beside them. 5 In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men
said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how
he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of
sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’ ” 8 Then they remembered his words.

9 When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others. 10 It was
Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles. 11
But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. 12 Peter, however, got
up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away,
wondering to himself what had happened.

Sermon

Who here followed March Madness all the way through?  Oregon Ducks made it to the final four; but lost to the
national Champions Baylor only by 5.  On the men’s side, Virginia beat out Texas Tech in overtime to claim the
championship.  What is so amazing to me about this season and every other major sports events is the way that
different people respond differently to the exact same situation. There seems to be three distinct groups of
people present at games:  There are those who are happy because their team won.  There are those who are sad
because their team lost. Last, there are those who really didn’t care about who won or lost (or who were vaguely
aware a game was going on).

Today’s biblical story has a few people who are happy, some who are sad or angry, and others who just don’t
care one way or another.  Today is Palm Sunday, that is traditionally the day set aside to remember Jesus’
glorious entry into Jerusalem just a few days prior to his crucifixion.  You can find this “Triumphal Entry”as it
is commonly referred to, in any of the Gospel accounts, but I want to focus on Luke’s telling in chapter 19 of his
gospel, because I want to emphasis the Sadducees and Pharisees who attempt to control Jesus and the crowds.  
There’s a whole lot of praising going on, and some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke
your disciples.” He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.” 

A week before His murder, Jesus enters Jerusalem to cries of praise & worship from a huge crowd.  Jews would
come to Jerusalem from all over the Roman world during this week-long celebration to remember the great
Exodus from Egypt that happened 1,200 years before.  It was at this exact moment that Jesus was at the height
of His public ministry and so a celebration was in order.  Just like at an end to a sporting event, there were three
distinct groups of people that were surrounding Jesus that day 2000 years ago. There were those who saw
triumph and gave adoration, there were those who saw tragedy and rejected Him, and then there were those who
simply missed the significance of what was really happening. They were clueless to the magnitude of the events
of that day. 



First, the Adorer’s.  To many, Jesus was recognized as being the Messiah.  But there was something a tiny bit
odd about this situation.  It is not as if Jesus was riding on a mighty steed in a show of force and strength to free
them in an epic battle between the Jews and the Roman Empire.  Instead, an untrained donkey.  Our Lord,
however, was not riding a donkey because this was choice transportation. Instead it was to be a sign of peace,
and a nod to his Ancestor David.  From Zechariah: Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having
salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey.  He might have had great crowds, many who had seen the
miracles and the teachings and the healings.  And many wanted Jesus to take on the leadership of the time. 
Hosanna in the Highest!  There were people who were excited and happy.

So there were more people in the crowd that one day.  Not everyone was shouting praises.  Lets call them the
Anguished.  Just so you have the language: Pharisee’s: A religious order based on following the letter of the
Law.  These were good, but legalistic people.  The Sadducees.  The ruling court in Jerusalem - a political party,
if you will, that controlled the Jewish population.    These are the ones who rejected Jesus (the losing team).  At
this grand triumphal entry, the Pharisees clearly understood the implications of what the crowds were saying.
They knew that the crowds were calling Jesus their Savior, their Messiah--and this angered the Pharisees
because they couldn’t accept this reality and so labeled this a blasphemy against God.  And the Sadducees were
not exactly excited about this - and soon enough they conspired with Judas to get rid of this troublemaker and
his crowd.  But on Palm Sunday, some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your
disciples.”  He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.”  

And even with these two groups present in this dramatic scene, there were a quieter bunch, yet no less
dangerous - the Apathetic.  Those who missed the significance of what was happening.  Perhaps the largest
group were the bystanders that day who saw what was happening but did not understand what it meant, nor want
to give it too much thought.  I’ve always pictured two groups, one with Jesus, one without.  But there were far
more people who just didn’t care - this isn’t their fight, or those who have more important things to worry about
than some prophet who entered Jerusalem on a donkey.  I pray you’re not in this group - as I someday was a
long time ago.  So in the crowd, we have The Adorers, the Anguished, and the Apathetic.

What I want to get at this morning is the response of the Anguished to the Adorers.  Jesus, rebuke your
disciples!  What are they saying?  At first glance, it would seem that they are saying Jesus, your disciples are
unruly, they are acting crazy.  They are foolish.  But deep down, I wonder if they are really saying, “Jesus,
you’re followers aren’t doing what is normal or expected.  We don’t want to do this, so they should not be doing
this.”  Jesus, teach your disciples to live life and do their faith as we teach, as we do, as we believe.  Jesus was
doing a new thing - something that didn’t fit in the mold of the Pharisees and Sadducees.  Jesus, you need to
conform to our way of thinking.  And Jesus flatly tells them no.  No.  If they don’t cry out, even the stones
would start to sing.  I’m sorry if we’re bothering you, but that’s just tough.

Our sermon series this Lent is about Giving Up.  Just Give Up Already!  And today, from this story, I learn
about Giving up living to other people’s expectations.  Stop worrying about what other people think and do
what’s right for you.  This is a tough one for me.  I need to hear a sermon like this.  We have Palm Sunday -
Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  You know what?  He’s been there before.  Jerusalem.  Countless times. 
The only reason we say that Jesus’ ministry was three years long was because the Gospel of John describes
Jesus celebrating three Passovers in Jerusalem.  This isn’t the first time he’s come into town - but this is the first
time that Jesus has come into his own.  And the other religious leaders do not like it.

How many of us try and live our lives the way that others want us to live?   I’ve talked with many of you - how
many of us are still trying to live our lives to make our parents proud of us - even the parents who have been
long gone for a generation now?  I know doctors who never wanted to become doctors.  I know people who are
married that never wanted to be married, but you know, we’ve been dating so long and everyone was asking.  I
know folk who are not living their authentic selves because of family pressure.  Pressure by society.  Pressure by



their peers.  We tell kids not to fall to peer pressure, and yet we adults continue to live our lives the way other
people want us to live our lives.  Last year, 2018, saw the most suicides by younger folk in over 50 years.  Yes,
there was depression, mental illness, drug overdoses in there, but mixed in there were people who felt like the
only way out of the life they were living was to exit early.  I’ve had someone say that they were driving to work,
a job they weren’t excited about, and thought, if I just plow into this guardrail right now, I wouldn’t have to go
to work today.  A permanent solution to a temporary problem.  It’s the second leading cause of death in
teenagers - and for gay and lesbian youth, they are three times as likely - because they don’t feel like they fit into
the family’s mold.  Their expectations.  Maybe this sermon shouldn’t be “Don’t live life to other people’s
expectations”, but rather, “Stop putting your expectations in other people’s lives”.  If suicide is a thought you’ve
had.  Talk to me.  Talk to someone.  Call the hotline.

How many of us find our self-worth in what other people think of us?  That’s me to some extent.  Last week, we
talked about our need to be right.  This week, it’s about our need to be liked.  In order for you to like me, I have
to live to your expectations.  Here’s a fun fact: People treat you the way you teach them to treat you, the way
you allow them to treat you.  Do you need to reset some of the boundaries you have in your life?  Through our
approval-seeking behaviour, we tell the world (and ourselves), that we are not enough, and we need the approval
of others to be whole, loved, valued.

What’s my message today?  Give up!  Give up trying to live by other people’s expectations.  It’s your life.  Be
yourself.  Express yourself.  If you follow the crowd - you will get no further than the crowd.  Don’t waste your
gifts and talents because you might not be liked.  Of course, there are laws and cultural norms to follow - I don’t
think the patrol person would appreciate you going 90.  My pastor said to not live by other people’s expectations
- or speed laws.   I once welcomed someone into our house and I said, “Make yourself at home.”  He said, “At
home, I walk around in my underwear.”  I said, “Nevermind.  Make yourself at my home, where we wear
clothes.”  I’m not saying do what you want at any given time - but simply this: Live the life that you want, not
what someone else wants.  Jesus paraded into Jerusalem on a donkey, and many people were happy.  Other’s
didn’t like it - tell your disciples to be quiet!  It’s not how we do church around here!  But even the stones will
cry out if you’re not true to yourself.  Not being the person that God created you to be - that truly is March
Madness.  And the family of God said, Amen!


