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Series: AND HE SHALL BE CALLED
Sermon: Prince of Peace

Isaiah 9:6
For to us a child is born,
    to us a son is given,
    and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Jeremiah 8:4-12
 “Say to them, ‘This is what the Lord says:

“‘When people fall down, do they not get up?
    When someone turns away, do they not return?
5 
Why then have these people turned away?
    Why does Jerusalem always turn away?
They cling to deceit;
    they refuse to return.
6 
I have listened attentively,
    but they do not say what is right.
None of them repent of their wickedness,
    saying, “What have I done?”
Each pursues their own course
    like a horse charging into battle.
7 
Even the stork in the sky
    knows her appointed seasons,
and the dove, the swift and the thrush
    observe the time of their migration.
But my people do not know
    the requirements of the Lord.

8 
“‘How can you say, “We are wise,
    for we have the law of the Lord,”
when actually the lying pen of the scribes
    has handled it falsely?
9 
The wise will be put to shame;
    they will be dismayed and trapped.
Since they have rejected the word of the Lord,
    what kind of wisdom do they have?



10 
Therefore I will give their wives to other men
    and their fields to new owners.
From the least to the greatest,
    all are greedy for gain;
prophets and priests alike,
    all practice deceit.
11 
They dress the wound of my people
    as though it were not serious.
“Peace, peace,” they say,
    when there is no peace.
12 
Are they ashamed of their detestable conduct?
    No, they have no shame at all;
    they do not even know how to blush.
So they will fall among the fallen;
    they will be brought down when they are punished,
says the Lord.

Sermon
There are many things for which the human soul searches out.  We look for happiness, we look for belonging,
we reach for justice and we long for community.  But somewhere at the top of the list, I believe, we strive for
peace.  There is something about having a heart at peace that melts away our fears and our stresses and our
worries.  There is something about a nation at peace that brings with it security, contentment, and prosperity. 
And when we speak of Christmas, the theme of peace naturally flourishes.  We talk about the coming of Christ,
Lord of Lords, the Prince of Peace.  There is something about the Christian Faith that not only begs for, but
demands peace.  How many of our Christmas carols use the word peace?  “Peace on Earth, good will to men”
we hear from It Came upon the Midnight Clear.  O Little Town of Bethlehem tells us “O morning stars together,
proclaim the holy birth, and praises sing to God the king, and peace to all on earth.  “Hail the heaven-born
Prince of Peace!” says Hark! The Herald Angels sing.  In the song, Away in a manger, we hear, The cattle are
lowing, the baby awakes, but Little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes - To me, that sounds like the most blessed
peace of all!  The sound of a baby not crying!  And of course, the most famous, Silent Night, sleep in heavenly
peace, sleep in heavenly peace.  Even in the darkest horrors of war, the Christmas Carols help us move towards
peace.  On Christmas Eve in 1870, during the Franco-Prussian War, a french soldier leaped out of his foxhole in
the midst of battle and began singing “O Holy Night.”  Soon, he was joined by other Frenchmen, and all gunfire
ceased.  The Germans answered with a carol of their own, and for one day, no one killed another.  A similar
story happened in World War I.  Christmas day, 1914 and all was quiet on the Western Front.  Once again,
singing could be heard from both sides of the trenches.  Unarmed soldiers crawled out of their holes and met the
enemy, against the orders of their superiors.  They exchanged small gifts, mostly candy and cigars.  At one point
down the line in no mans land, the Germans played the British in Soccer.  The British won three to two.  In
some places, the spontaneous truce continued into the next day, each side unwilling to fire the first shot. 
Finally, the war resumed when fresh troops arrived and the high command of both armies ordered that further
informal understandings with the enemy would be punishable as treason.  For some reason, Christmas is the
season of peace.  

But many of us do not feel very peaceful.  We might be peace like, but we might be missing a bit of that inner
peace that we sometimes hear about.  Isaiah tells us that Jesus is the Prince of Peace.  A few decades later,
however, the tribe of Judah is in a different place and the prophet Jeremiah takes center stage.  And Jeremiah
shakes his head and wags his finger at the nation - they’ve gone off the deep end, spiritually speaking.  So



judgement is about to come.  One of my favorite lines that Jeremiah repeats in several different places is when
people say, “Peace, peace, when there is no peace.”   Wanting peace, but there are always barriers to having that
peace.  Throughout the scriptures, there are hundreds of passages that relate to peace.  Love your enemies, show
love to those who persecute you, and so on.  One of the indelible traits of a Christian is to be a person of peace. 
This morning, I want to look at several attributes of what makes a peaceful person.

First, lets look at the anatomy of a a peaceful person.  Someone might say, a peaceful person does not fight. 
There is no quarreling, there are no disputes.  Of course, that is not true.  A peaceful person might have many
differences with other folk.  And they might have discussions or arguments about what is right.  There is a false
notion out there that people of peace do not fight, that they must have the same opinion.  When everyone
believes the same thing as everybody else, so goes the argument, then we will have peace.  Peace can only
happen with same attitudes, same opinions, same outlook on life.  And, of course, that is never going to happen. 
People of peace, as Paul says, live in harmony with each other.  Harmony implies that there is more than one
melody out there.  Peace comes about in spite of differing opinions.  We unite!  If we had the same opinions, we
wouldn’t have to unite because we would be carbon copies of each other.  But since we are all different people
with different ideas, we have to come together.  To be different does not mean that there can’t be peace.  The
trick is how we solve the differences between us.  That comes with understanding and dialogue.  If we only
associated with people with whom we had no disagreements with, we would be lonely people indeed.  But a
peaceful person, knowing that we all have differences, lives in harmony - finding the common ground in which
to live.

Another thing that makes a peaceful person is contentment.  A peaceful person is at ...peace with himself/herself
and their surroundings.  Are you finding that you do not have that sense of inner peace?  What brings about that
sense of inner peace?  You all know people who have it easy and yet they worry about everything.  You all
know people who’s lives are rough and filled with challenge after challenge, and yet they seem to have a
calmness about them.  It isn’t their situation or setting that makes people feel peaceful, but something deeper
than their environment.  Certain people do better than others, no matter what life throws at them.  What is their
secret?  I believe that a part of it comes from contentment.  Contentment.  From an early age, we are trained not
to be content.  We are to strive, to reach out, to accumulate more than we already have.  We are not content
beings.  We are not content with the way we look.  We are not content with the car we drive.  We are not
content with the job we have.  We are trained not to like ourselves.  Look at all of the advertising that goes on
T.V. nowadays.  The ads are telling us that we are missing out, that we should not be content with who we are,
what we look like, what we have.  We deserve this, we deserve that, they tell us.  What happened to the good ol’
days, when your doctor told you what medication to take, instead of glitzy ads that say, “ask your doctor about
this”.  Pay no attention that the FDA hasn’t looked at us yet.  If you go to the webpage of the American Society
of Aesthetic Plastic Surgery, their front page says to give the gift of plastic surgery to your loved one.  People
give plastic surgery gift cards to each other.  If I got my wife plastic surgery gift cards, I’d need plastic surgery!  
The things we do to find contentment.  The opposite of inner peace is anxiety.  We make ourselves anxious
about everything.  During this time of Advent, that element of anxiety increases ten fold.  The season that was
meant for us to celebrate becomes the season of rush, worry and fatigue.  The Motley Fool says that each kid
will average around $442 in gifts this year.  We are not content people.  I heard one wife say to her husband this
year, “Let’s give each other more practical gifts this Christmas, like socks and towels and fur coats.”  The best
motto of happiness that I’ve heard is from Lady Marguerite Blessington who said, “Happiness consists not in
having much, but in being content with little.”  People of peace are content with themselves, who they are and
what they have.  Are you a content person?  Or are you filled with anxiety and worry and stress?  Let it go.  At
Christmas we celebrate the coming of the Prince of Peace, let that peace surround you.  As Paul says in
Philippians, “Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again, Rejoice!  Let your gentleness be evident to all The
Lord is near.  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  Peace comes with contentment.



And finally, as we look at peace, here is the grandest oxymoron of them all.  A person of peace fights for peace. 
You have to fight for peace.  When you have justice, you will find peace.  Where there is injustice, you will not
find peace.  A peaceful person fights for justice.  Just look around and you see injustice everywhere you go. 
Here are a few examples.  The first one is an old argument.  Who serves in the military?  Generally not the rich. 
Who starts the wars?  Generally the rich.  When the Immigration Officials go into a factory and round up all of
the illegal immigrants and deport them, watch how they usually do it on a Friday - typically payday.  The factory
just got one to two weeks of free labor, and the fine that they receive is less than the payroll that they would
have had to pay in wages.  And those same people will be back within the month at the same job.  We have
justice issues all around us, if we just open our eyes.  And we, as people of peace, have to fight for justice,
because that is what brings about peace.  One of the most prestigious awards in the world is the Nobel Peace
Prize.  If I ever got to pick an award that I would be most honored to receive, it would be that one. No other
distinction would top that I believe.  If you look down through the 100 year history of the recipients, they were
not peaceful people.  Not as we would describe peaceful.  But they were people who fought for peace striving
for justice.  Who won the last Nobel Peace Prize?  International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons.  The
last American to receive it?  Obama.  Before him?  Jimmy Carter.  Before him came Martin Luther King,
Junior.  A man who fought for justice, for without justice, there can be no peace.  Throughout the history of the
Nobel Peace Prize, the winners were people who challenged the status quo, who fought for justice and peace in
the places that they found themselves in.  A person of peace seeks out justice.

This Christmas, remember that we, as Christians are called to be people of peace.  We know that peace does not
mean that we all have to be of the same mind, but we live together in unity.  We are also called to have a sense
of inner peace, not anxious or full of worry or stress, but to be content with who we are.  And we also have to
look around and search out the injustices in our communities.  And we are to work for justice and peace.  This
Christmas, may the King of Kings, Lord of Lords, and Prince of Peace enter our lives, so we may live in
harmony with each other, so that with one voice give glory to our God.  Amen.


