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Series: Paul’s Second Missionary Journey
Sermon: On the Road Again

Acts 15:36-41 (NIV)
Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us go back and visit the believers in all the towns where we
preached the word of the Lord and see how they are doing.” 37 Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark,
with them, 38 but Paul did not think it wise to take him, because he had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not
continued with them in the work. 39 They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas
took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, 40 but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the believers to the grace of
the Lord. 41 He went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.

Sermon
What’s the most important clock in all of England?  (Guesses).  That’s right!  John Harrison’s watch.  Let me
explain.  One of the most difficult scientific problems of the 18  century was not in the field of medicine, nor inth

the arena of military defense or in mechanics of the Industrial Revolution.  As a matter of fact, the most sought-
after discovery which was pursued for over a generation was in the science of geography, or more precisely, in
the field of navigation.  Of course, map-making had existed for centuries.  Navigators of the open seas knew for
centuries that the earth was a globe.  And it was their task to find out where on the globe their ship was located,
so they could find their port of call or destination in the quickest manner possible.  For quite some time,
experienced sailors could read the stars and study their astrological charts to discover how far north or south
they were of the equator.  They could pin-point their vessel within ten miles of a certain latitude.  If Hawaii was
their destination, all they had to do was to sail their ship to the same latitude that they knew Hawaii to be at. 
However, the main problem was not latitude (how far north or south a ship was), but longitude:  How far east
and west a ship was located on the earth.  One could read the heavens and discover their north-south position,
but the east-west location was a mystery - the stars could not provide any assistance.  Even telling time was a
not helpful, there was no clock or timepiece accurate for any length of more than a week, so it was impossible to
calculate high noon.  So sailors could find the proper latitude, but longitude was a pure guess.  You have seen
those globes around that show travels of the early explorers such as Columbus, Magellan, and those who
followed them.  Next time you look at one, you will notice that their ships did not travel in a straight line for
their destination.  The route would almost always cut a path to the proper latitude and then head straight east or
west until they ran into their destination.  This guesswork caused long delays in ships reaching their harbor. 
There are countless seafaring stories of ships tried to cut down their travel time by heading straight for their
destination and overshot their island.  When they reached their proper latitude, they were unsure if their
destination was to the east or west.  Countless ships and sailors have been lost at sea because of their inability to
locate their position east or west of their target.

In 1714, England’s Parliament offered millions of pounds (an incredible sum) to anyone whose method of
measuring longitude could be proven successful, could be trusted.  The race was on.   After several decades of
brainstorming and scientific guesswork, two theories were in the forefront of the race.  The first was a huge
catalog and index of the stars in relationship with the moon - in which the position or angle of the moon would
determine the position of the ship.  This avenue would require thousands upon thousands of pages and study to
be stored on the ship.  The second theory was based upon the development of an accurate chronometer or
timepiece.  If a watch could be developed that would keep accurate time for long voyages, then one could know
their position on the Earth longitude wise by comparing local time (high noon) with the clock that was set on
some standard time.  This theory was led by a clockmaker by the name of John Harrison, who had spent 40



years of his life trying to solve this longitude problem.  In his elder years, he succeeded in making a watch that
would stay accurate for an indefinite period of time.  He took his invention, the fruit of decades of solitary labor,
to the Board of Longitude, the custodian of the prize.  The Board took his invention and called it worthless. 
Unfortunately, one of the Board members was the very astronomer who was working on the astronomy theory. 
His life work down the drain, John Harrison died in obscurity.  After his death, though,  interest in his invention
began to rise because the astronomy theory was not providing any long-term answers.  The Board of Longitude
finally took his invention and time-tables and discovered that it was an answer to their long-sought after quest. 
Sailors could now find longitude.   Since then, all timetables used by the Western world have been based upon
John Harrison’s watch, which happened to be located in the town of Greenwich, England.  And from that watch,
in which sailors could trust their direction, we get Greenwich Standard Time, the standard upon which all time
zones are based.  We trust in the accuracy of other people to keep standard time.  The hope and the trust is that
sailors no longer have to get lost again.  Trusting in a watch could be a life and death decision.  Trusting in each
also has life and death dimensions as well.

Trust undergirds all of our relationships.  Trust is the cornerstone of all relationships, both in business and
personal.  If I were to give you my favorite definition, it would be that trust is a hoped-for expectation.  A
hoped-for expectation.  This is an expectation based upon a future action or actions.  There is an element of
something promised for the future.  Some examples: If you put money into the bank, the bank holds your money
in trust.  The hoped-for expectation would be that anytime in the future, you could go to the bank and pull your
money out.  There’s the promise, the bank will have your money.  If you marry somebody, you are trusting that
they will keep their marriage vows and promises.  The hoped-for expectation is that they will not break their
commitment nor their promises.   Our expectation of future faithfulness and loyalty.   If you trust your 16 year
old with the family car, there is a hoped-for expectation that the car will be returned in somewhat of its original
shape that you last saw it.  Notice the “hoped-for” in the expectation.  The promise being that the car will be
alright.  You could trust (hope-for) that the car will have gas, but that transcends from the trust arena into the
field of miracles. 

Our scripture today is about trust.  This is a generation after the Resurrection.  So far, in the Acts story, Paul and
Barnabas have been preaching to synagogues together.  They were good friends, as a team sharing the Good
News of Jesus Christ.  They went on a Missionary Journey together.  Paul and Barnabas.  1,500 miles across the
face of southern Europe and the Middle East.  And now, it was time to have another go at it, to revisit the path
they took and check in with everyone.  However, before they left, Paul and Barnabas got into a bitter fight about
a disciple called John Mark.  He was a traveling companion to both Paul and Barnabas in earlier times, but
deserted them to go back home.  Paul obviously thought this to be treachery and abandonment, and Paul lost all
semblance of trust in John Mark.  Now, Barnabas wanted to take John Mark back on the road again - and Paul
wouldn’t have it.  Barnabas was John Mark’s cousin, and he was protecting family.  If John Mark couldn’t go,
then Barnabas wasn’t going to go.  And Paul said O.K.  Paul and Barnabas split company.  A great team split up
because of lack of trust in someone who destroyed that trust.  In next week’s scripture and sermon, we’ll find
that Paul looks for someone else in which he can place trust - and he finds Timothy.  Timothy is only a teenager
at this point, but he comes with terrific references.  For Paul, if you can’t trust the company you’re with, you’re
wasting your time.  Today’s corporations are discovering that time and time again.  Many dollars and weekend
retreats are being spent to train managers to interact with each other to build trust.  Churches and schools and
other organizations are finding out that they cannot put blind trust into their leaders, or teachers, or preachers. 
We’re all capable of sin.  Trust your teachers, your leaders, your preachers, but checks and balances are good
too.  We have safe sanctuary policies, background checks and all that here to protect the most vulnerable.  Not
that we have a problem, we just don’t want to have a problem.  It’s like my grandpa always said.  Trust the
dealer, but cut the cards.

A common phrase that we hear from the pulpits and from religious leaders is “Trust in God, Trust in God, Trust
in God.”  We even put in on our currency “In God we Trust”.  But what I want to know is this: What do we trust



God to do?  What do we trust God to do?  In the ancient days, trusting in God meant that God went with you, on
your side of course, to destroy and vanquish the enemy.  We trust that God will deliver the enemies into our
hands.  Or we trust that God will fix our lives.  Or help us beat cancer, or hopelessness or depression.  Out of the
depths I cry out to you!  We cry out because we trust God to come down and rescue.  But I believe that trust in
Godnmeans that God’s love and grace will ever be present for us, now and forever.  God will never leave us nor
forsake us.  If trust is a hoped-for expectation, then we can have a hope that God will deliver us from evil, just
as the prayer asks for, the “deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.” 
It is our task to see that we can see God’s love for us, even in the most terrifying circumstances.  Jesus once
said, “Whatever you ask for in prayer, my Father will give unto you.”  Whatever you ask for, you can have.  I
firmly believe that.  However, the trick is to know what to ask for.  I could ask for tangible or material things. 
We’ll see if that gets answered.  I could ask for physical attributes such as good health or normal blood pressure. 
We’ll see if that gets answered.  However, when Jesus said that whatever you ask for it will be given, he was
talking about spiritual desires.  Spiritual needs.  If you pray for faith, you will find faith.  100% guaranteed.  If
you pray for hope, you will find hope.  100% guaranteed.  If you pray for strength to make it through another
day, your prayer will be answered.  100% guaranteed.  If you are going through a tough time, illness or
unemployment, God will give you the strength to get through it.  100% guaranteed!  You can trust in anything
you want, but I’m here to tell you that the only thing that is eternal is God.   The only thing you can firmly place
any trust in and have it last forever is in God.  If doctors today told me that I had a life-threatening disease, I
would pray for health.  That prayer may or may not be answered.  I would still have a trust in God.  Would I be
scared of dying?  Yes.  Would I be scared of Death?  No.  The prospect of death does not frighten me.  I know
where I’m going.  Remember that whole Easter story we just had?  I have a trust - a hoped-for expectation in
heaven - whatever that may look like.  The process of dying scares me, the pain I might suffer or the anguish of
not living, but in the end, I have a trust in God that things are going to be O.K.

Trust in God, Trust in God, Trust in God.  In the end, things are going to be O.K.  If you need patience, pray for
patience.  If you need faith, pray for faith.  If you need assurance, pray for assurance.  God will answer these
prayers if you ask.  Guaranteed.  Maybe not right away, but when you need it most.  Trust in God.

Lastly, I want to ask you this: I tell you to trust in God, but can God put His trust in you?  Can God put his trust
in us?  Does God carry around a coin in his pocket that says, “In Mike I trust” “In Terry I trust” “In Nola I
trust”?  I hope that He does.  We are given challenges in this life that we need to respond to in a faithful, loving
and caring way.  If someone is in need of help, can we be trusted to help them?  If you see a thoughtless action
on somebody’s part hurt or make fun of someone else, can we be trusted to stand up for what we believe in?  If
we know of anyone who needs extra prayers or more concern, can we be trusted to pray for them or show them
that we care?  We trust in God.  But God is trusting in us.  God has a “hoped-for expectation” of us.  Many
times, we might let God down.  We might wonder if God could ever trust us with anything again.

In our scripture, Paul gave up on John Mark.  Later on in the story, well beyond what Acts relates, John Mark
and Paul do get back together.  Matter of fact, they become great friends.  Old divisions and hurts are buried. 
When Paul went on his last journeys, he asked John Mark to accompany him.  They served prison time together
and shared their most trying times together.  By the end of Paul’s life, John Mark had fully regained Paul’s
favor.  The tradition of the church states that Mark is the author of the Gospel of Mark, written after Paul’s
death.  Paul didn’t write a Gospel, he left that job to Mark.  And we know that as The Gospel of Mark.  John
Mark, on the road again, pulled through.  Sailors put their trust into a watch, and they never had to get lost
again.  If we put our trust in God, if we keep watch, we shall never have to get lost again.  As we travel down
our own life’s journeys, let us trust God in all that we do, and in all that we do, let us be worthy of God’s hope
and trust in us.  And the family of God said, Amen!


