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Series: On the Throne
Sermon: David - a man after God’s own heart

I Samuel 16:1-13
The Lord said to Samuel, “How long are you going to grieve over Saul? I have rejected him as king over Israel.
Fill your horn with oil and get going. I’m sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem because I have found my next king
among his sons.”

2 “How can I do that?” Samuel asked. “When Saul hears of it he’ll kill me!”

“Take a heifer with you,” the Lord replied, “and say, ‘I have come to make a sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3 Invite
Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will make clear to you what you should do. You will anoint for me the person I point
out to you.”

4 Samuel did what the Lord instructed. When he came to Bethlehem, the city elders came to meet him. They
were shaking with fear. “Do you come in peace?” they asked.

5 “Yes,” Samuel answered. “I’ve come to make a sacrifice to the Lord. Now make yourselves holy, then come
with me to the sacrifice.” Samuel made Jesse and his sons holy and invited them to the sacrifice as well.

6 When they arrived, Samuel looked at Eliab and thought, That must be the Lord’s anointed right in front.

7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Have no regard for his appearance or stature, because I haven’t selected him.
God doesn’t look at things like humans do. Humans see only what is visible to the eyes, but the Lord sees into
the heart.”

8 Next Jesse called for Abinadab, who presented himself to Samuel, but he said, “The Lord hasn’t chosen this
one either.” 9 So Jesse presented Shammah, but Samuel said, “No, the Lord hasn’t chosen this one.” 10 Jesse
presented seven of his sons to Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord hasn’t picked any of these.” 11 Then
Samuel asked Jesse, “Is that all of your boys?”

“There is still the youngest one,” Jesse answered, “but he’s out keeping the sheep.”

“Send for him,” Samuel told Jesse, “because we can’t proceed until he gets here.”

12 So Jesse sent and brought him in. He was reddish brown, had beautiful eyes, and was good-looking. The
Lord said, “That’s the one. Go anoint him.” 13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him right there in
front of his brothers. The Lord’s spirit came over David from that point forward.

Sermon
Wow.  We are 5 days after election day, and we’re still here!  Actually, I’m just guessing about all of that, we
are taping this on Tuesday Election Day, and we don’t know how this day (or week) will end.  But across the
land there we get the sense that this is a defining moment in the trajectory of our nation.  Today’s choice
matters.



I can remember only a few clear cut decisions in my life that created a defining moment.  The choice on where
to go to college.  Two options.  Both good.  But depending on what you choose, your life will go this way, your
life will go that way.  You go this way, you might have this career, you might find these friends, maybe even
that one special friend.  You go that way, different career path, different friends.  Standing before the altar, the
question is asked, DO YOU take so and so.  By that time, you’d better have that question figured out, but there
was a point where you decided, this is the one.  Maybe is was about moving across the country, or joining the
military, or whatever it is - you have all had your defining moments, those 2 to 3 to half dozen choices that put
you where you are today.

This sermon series is about those defining moments of choosing your leader.  Last week, we saw how Saul was
anointed King over Israel by the prophet Samuel.  Today, Samuel is going to anoint the next King, David.  Only
problem was that Saul was still King.  Saul, the king whom the people chose, has proven to be a disaster. So the
next king is one that God is going to choose. And as we will discover, God will choose David.

It’s also clear that Samuel is not excited about this mission. Listen to how he responds, “But Samuel said, ‘How
can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.’ And the Lord gives him an alibi: Go make a sacrifice.  Easy
peasy.  Don’t tell anyone that you’re in the market for a new king.  Samuel has a legitimate concern. Saul is a
powerful king and like all powerful people, he wants to keep his power. But if Saul finds out what Samuel is
doing, he won’t be too happy. And if you look at the route that Samuel has to take on a map, he has to travel
from his home in Ramah, through Saul’s home at Gibeah to get to Bethlehem. So, there is no way that he can
sneak his way past Saul. To get to Bethlehem, Samuel has to go right through the lion’s den.  Let me explain
this. Remember that Samuel is the undisputed spiritual leader of Israel. Saul might be king but he’s only king
because Samuel anointed him. So Samuel is a pretty powerful figure too. To have him enter the gates of your
town would be like the Archbishop of Canterbury or the Pope walking through the front doors of the church.
Whether or not we’re happy to see him, I’m pretty sure that all of might ask, “What are you doing here? I
thought you were London or Rome or someplace else doing important things. What brings you to Oregon City,
especially at a Methodist Church?”

 The elders are trying to figure this out. Samuel is a very powerful presence and the town elders want to know
why he has come. Has he come in peace? Then all is well and good. But what if he has come because there is a
problem? Then the elders have cause to be concerned. What did they do wrong and how will they be punished
for it?  But Samuel, sets their minds at ease, and calls for Jesse and family to come to the sacrifice.  And we
thought politics in 2020 was complicated...

Now we move to the actual sacrifice. Jesse’s son, one by one, enter the room and Samuel looks at each of them
in turn. 1 Samuel 16:6 (NIV) says, “When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s
anointed stands here before the Lord.'” Why did Samuel think that? First of all, because Eliab was the firstborn
and back in those days, being the firstborn meant something more that it does today. The firstborn was the one
who would inherit the father’s blessing. The firstborn was the one who was entitled to an extra portion of the 
estate. The first born was the first in line to be the patriarch of the family when the father died. So back then,
being the first born was really important. Eliab was Jesse’s firstborn son and even more than that, he was tall
and powerful, just what people might expect a king to be.  But that was the wrong answer.  And so was the
second son.  And third son. And so on.  We introduced the verse last week, but it is in today’s passage: We look
at the outside, but the Lord looks at the heart.

And it goes on to say, “Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, ‘The Lord has
not chosen these.’ So he asked Jesse, ‘Are these all the sons you have?’”

Now everyone is confused. First of all Jesse is confused. He’s had all of his sons pass by Samuel and Samuel
has chosen none of them. Jesse’s sons are confused because they have no idea what’s going on and what Samuel



wants.  And finally Samuel is confused because God told him that he was to anoint one of Jesse’s sons as king
but none of the sons whom Samuel has seen is the right one. And so he looks at Jesse. “Are these all the sons
you have?” It’s kind of like, “Didn’t I invite all of your family to this sacrifice? Didn’t I say to bring all of your
sons? If none of these sons is the right one that clearly you’re holding out on me Jesse. Is there anything you
want to say for yourself?” And I don’t think Samuel would have been particularly gentle about this.

Remember that, next to the king, Samuel is just about the most powerful man in Israel and he has called Jesse
up on the carpet. “What part of ‘bring all of your sons to the sacrifice didn’t you understand?”  And so quietly,
probably sheepishly and with some fear and trepidation, Jesse answers, “There is still the youngest. He is
tending the sheep.”

Again, we don’t really understand the significance of this statement because we’re looking at it 3,000 years after
it happened. But to put it in context, you have to understand that, back in those days, being a shepherd was just
about the lowest form of employment you could get. No one wanted to be a shepherd. They were thought of as
dirty, uncouth, uneducated, and good for nothing else. So what does that say about David? It says that his father
didn’t think much of him. First of all, he was the youngest son which all by itself put David way down the
family pecking order. And it seems that he really wasn’t a very big person, not like his other brothers. In fact, if
you remember the story of David and Goliath, when Goliath saw David he despised him because he looked
nothing like a worthy opponent and Goliath accused Israel of sending dogs after him. That wasn’t meant to be a
compliment.

So David has nothing going for him. He’s the youngest son, he’s short and he’s a filthy shepherd. No wonder
Jesse left him out in the field with the sheep. He really wasn’t much good for anything else.

Samuel said, ‘Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.’ So he sent for him and had him brought in.
He was glowing with health and had a fine appearance and handsome features. Then the Lord said, ‘Rise and
anoint him; this is the one.’”

And the looks of dismay must have been everywhere. David is the youngest of all of Jesse’s sons. He isn’t very
big but it does say he is handsome. At least he had that going for him. But he is a shepherd, the lowest job on
the totem pole and his father thinks so little of him that he didn’t even send a servant to get him when Samuel
asked Jesse to bring all of his sons to the sacrifice. And yet, this is the one whom God chooses to be the next
king.  The story ends in 1 Samuel 16:13 (NIV) which says, “So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in
the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David. Samuel
then went to Ramah.” Samuel’s job done, he did what he had to do, packed up his things and went back home to
Ramah. And it says in the Bible that he never saw Saul again.

What’s the lesson?  Samuel was afraid of something. He even said so. He was afraid that if Saul found out what
he had done, he would kill him – literally – because it was well with Saul’s power to do that. But despite all of
that, when he was convinced that this was God’s will, got up and did it.  I think the lesson for us here is that it’s
okay to be afraid. Who knows what the future is going to bring.  It’s not easy to follow God into unknown
places. It’s not easy to be risky and walk on paths that might be dangerous. But even on those paths, God is
there.  God never calls us to be comfortable. God always calls us to be faithful and faithful can sometimes be
nerve wracking. The bottom line for us is that if we are convinced that God is calling us to do something, then
we need to get at it.  If a shepherd can be king, then you can become what God wants you to become.  And the
family of God said, AMEN!



Opening:
Good morning, Oregon City United Methodist Church to our 35 online worship service.  We are blessed that
you are with us, and we hope you find a blessing in today’s service.  I’ve been told that we have folk throughout
the country joining us in worship, welcome to all of you from the end of the Oregon Trail!  We are looking at
how David became King, how he went from Rags to riches, although in his case, from Shepherd to King. 
Throughout today’s service, we will share a few vignettes about folks who also went from rags to riches.  Lets
start off with Ezra, a traveler on the ol’ trail, before we get to this week’s announcements.

Children’s Time:
Hey kiddos!  I know its been a while since you’ve been here, and we look forward to seeing you.  As you come
into the church, you remember seeing this symbol?  Ever wonder where it came from?  You find it in all of the
United Methodist Churches around the world, all 32,000 congregations.  Where’d it come from?  Let’s ask a
guy name Chuck.

Prayer:
Heavenly One, 
We read that The elders of the city saw Samuel coming and asked, "Do you come in peace?"
And he answered back, “Peacefully, I come,"

Just so, from one clan to another, from one tribe to another, from one nation to another come the negotiators, the
reconcilers, the mediators.

"Do you come in peace?"
  asks the Indian chief of the settler;
"Do you come in peace?"
  asks the Arab of the Jew,
"Do you come in peace?"
  asks the Catholic of the Protestant,
  the Bosnian of the Serb,
  the Tibetan of the Chinese,
  the child of the parent, the wife of the husband
The radical left and the radical right.

Lord, into the midst of enmity, adversity, and mistrust, into the midst of a family's power struggle, help us to
reclaim the word Shalom.  Peace.

As we ask Jesus into our lives, this prophet, this high priest, this savior - He comes into a world of fear and
strife, of dissension, of broken relations. Jesus comes saying, "Peace, my peace, real peace, God's peace, I
bring."

Help us to be agents of thy peace.  Lord, help us to live by the words of St. Francis as he prayed, 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love
Where there is injury, pardon
Where there is doubt, faith
Where there is despair, hope
Where there is darkness, light
And where there is sadness, joy

We bring all of our pain to you, Lord, as we seek to find peace in our world.  In your son’s name we pray,
together again, 



Offertory:
God of the ages, you have called us by name; you have made us holy; you have blessed us with gifts both earthly
and spiritual. We give to you now of our earthly gifts, and in giving we pledge also our spiritual gifts to your
service. As your holy people may we offer your holiness, your wholeness, your healing to a heartbroken world.
We pray in the name of the one God: Spirit, Savior, Creator. Amen.

Closing:
So there you have it.  You are anointed, to go and proclaim love and mercy.  Wherever your travels take you, go
in peace.  Amen.

RAGS TO RICHES
Sidney Weinberg was one of 11 children of a Jewish Immigrant wholesale liquor dealer.  He dropped out of
school at 13 and got odd jobs, selling papers as a newsie at the Manhattan-Brooklyn Ferry terminal, schucking
oysters, and carrying feathers for a milliner.  He eventually found his way to work for a company called
Goldman Sacks, earning $3 a week as a janitor’s assistant.  He wasn’t even full janitor, just the assistant.  Fast
forward 20 years, and he was running the company, saving it from Bankruptcy.  They called him Mr. Wall
Street. 

Ezra Meeker was born in 1830 in Ohio.  He did not like school and his parents knew he liked being outside
playing and working so when he had about six months of the first grade they took him out of school.

At 21, he and his new wife went to Iowa for the free homestead land - but then decided that Oregon was for
them.  Ezra, his wife Eliza and one month old son Marion did not like the Iowa winters.  They traveled the trail
and made it to Portland in October of 1852.  They had $2.75 left in their pocket.

The family settled near present day Tacoma, Washington, on 325 acres. They started a store in Steilacom but
went bankrupt after paid for supplies sank on their way to the store, They moved again. This time, they went to a
pretty little valley and build a log cabin.  At the request of a local brewer, Ezra planted hops to cut down
shipping costs from England. The soil and weather were good for hops and he made an unheard of profit of
$185. He soon had 500 acres, all hops and came up with a way to dry the hops for use all winter. He became
known as “The Hop King of the World” and became the richest man in the entire Northwest.

In 1877, he laid out the plat for the town of with the weird name of Puyallup with his cabin in the center. The
word means generous people. From the richest to total bankrupt, again, in 1893 when a swarm of hop aphids
wiped out the crops. He had bankrolled other farmers and they could not pay him back or pay the tab at the
store.  Later on, at 75 years old, he headed east in a covered wagon, trying to get people interested in the Oregon
Trail.  He made money selling books he had written about his 1852 trip.

On February 19, 1906, he left from Olympia headed east to try to get people interested in putting up monuments
and markers to preserve the old Oregon Trail. Word spread of the old man in the covered wagon. He drew
crowds. He was 75 years old. He made money by selling books he had written about his 1852 trip.

He met with both President Teddy Roosevelt and later on President Coolidge about creating a highway along the
old trail.  He was in the Rose Bowl Parade several times.  Even flew down there once to promote this new
fangled way of traveling.  Coolidge was convinced to save the Oregon Trail, and raised money to create and
protect land markers along the way.  



Some historians say, that without Meeker, the Oregon Trail and many of its landmarks would have been
forgotten in the dustbin of history.   For a man with only six months of school, Ezra Meeker went from $2.75 to
extreme wealth, to broke and back to wealthy. He wrote at least 10 books, made postcards and information
pamphlets, gave speeches and laid out and plotted a city. Not bad.  He and his wife are buried in the city park of
Puyallup.

JK Rowling
Waiting for a train that was late again, a struggling author named Joanne began musing on the idea of a wizard
who had to go to wizard school.  But life was not magical to her.  An abusive husband.  A miscarriage.  Then a
baby and then thrown out by her spouse without the baby.  She went back with a police presence to claim her
daughter.  Her own mother passed away at the old age of 45.  No money for rent or heat.  On welfare.  She
worked on a manuscript at a local coffee shop that had heat.  She finally got enough of it done to give to a
publisher.  But no one took it.  More than a dozen rejections.  Finally, someone took it, gave her an advance -
enough to buy a typewriter.  She finished out the book, and was published.  They didn’t put her full name on the
cover, they wondered if boys would respond to a female writer.  This was 1997, not 1897.  But still.  Within
days, Scholastic put in an order of 100,000 copies, and Harry Potter was born, the brain child of J.K. Rowling. 
She became a billionaire within 10 years.  But more importantly, she gave a generation a hero and something to
read.   And while her life looks charmed from the outside, the author no doubt carries the reminder of her years
as a struggling, single mom wherever she goes, like the scar on the forehead of the character that made her so
famous.

Oprah
Oprah Winfrey was born into a poor Mississippi family in 1954, but that didn't stop her from achieving
unparalleled success. After a traumatic upbringing in which she was abused and molested by two family
members and a family friend, she ran away from home at the age of 13. At 14, she gave birth — the child died
shortly after.

Always an intelligent and driven young woman, Winfrey was awarded a scholarship to Tennessee State
University. Following an appearance in a local beauty pageant, she went on to become the first
African-American TV correspondent in the state at the young age of 19.

The acclaimed talk show host later moved to Chicago, where she began work on her very own morning show. It
would later be widely known as "The Oprah Winfrey Show." She was the first woman in history to own and
produce her own talk show.

The show aired for 25 seasons, from 1986 to 2011. Since moving on from her talk show, Winfrey has founded
OWN, the Oprah Winfrey Network.

Her net worth is calculated to be about $2.6 billion, making the first female black billionaire.  Way to go Oprah!

Howard Schultz
Schultz grew up the son of a truck driver who barely made enough money to make ends meet. Despite growing
up in a poor family, he was athletically talented and earned a football scholarship to the University of Northern
Michigan. After graduating with a degree in communications, Schultz worked for Xerox.

However, everything changed when he stumbled upon a small coffee shop called Starbucks, which he later
joined as an executive.



"[My mother] started crying. She said, 'A coffee company? Are you crazy? Who's going to buy coffee?' But I
just felt I had to follow my dreams," Schultz told the Mirror.

He loved the coffee so much that he went on to become its chief executive in 1987 after leaving Xerox. With
Schultz's help, Starbucks soon grew from a small coffee company with 60 stores to a money-making giant with
over 16,000 outlets worldwide.

In June 2018, Schultz stepped down as executive chairman and as a board member of Starbucks. His title is now
chairman emeritus. 

Howard Schultz's current net worth is $3 billion.

Steve Jobs
Though Steve Jobs is now exalted as one of the greatest minds in modern history, he came from humble
beginnings.

Jobs' young, working-class parents struggled to support him and make ends meet. He was soon taken in by
another couple, Paul and Clara Jobs. Jobs was fascinated by computers, even at a young age. However, Jobs
never liked formal education.

After dropping out of college after his first semester, he started working at video game manufacturing company
Atari. A while later, Jobs created the first-ever Apple machine together with Steve Wozniak. The duo funded
their entrepreneurial venture through untraditional avenues at first — Jobs sold his Volkswagen bus and
Wozniak sold his beloved scientific calculator.

By age 23, Jobs was worth $1 million. He was the youngest person on Forbes' list of the country's richest people
at the time — no small feat without inheriting any family wealth. He made $10 million by age 24 and crossed
the $100 million mark by the time he was 25.

Before he passed away at the age of 56 in 2011, he was reportedly worth $10.2 billion.

Arnold Schwarzenegger
Before he was in "The Terminator" and later became the governor of California, Arnold Schwarzenegger lived
without plumbing or a phone.  

Growing up in a post-World War II Austrian town, the actor said there were food shortages and riots occurring
outside his door regularly.   His father was the local police chief, and was wounded in the battle of Stalingrad. 
One of the highlights of his childhood was when they earned enough money for a refrigerator.  So he started
lifting weights at age 15.  Mr. Universe by age 20.

Now one of the richest action movie stars of all time, Schwarzenegger reportedly has a net worth of $400
million.


