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Series: Finding Jesus
Sermon: The Rich Young Ruler

Luke 18:18-25
18 A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”

19 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 20 You know the
commandments: ‘You shall not commit adultery, you shall not murder, you shall not steal, you shall not give
false testimony, honor your father and mother.’”

21 “All these I have kept since I was a boy,” he said.

22 When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”

23 When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was very wealthy. 24 Jesus looked at him and said,
“How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! 25 Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye
of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”

Luke 19:35-40
35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As he went along, people
spread their cloaks on the road.

37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples
began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen:

38  “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!  Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”

39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!”

40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”

Sermon
I was meeting with a couple, they were looking to getting married soon.  And the subject of prenuptiual
agreements came up.  Our lighthearted discussion all of a sudden took a real sharp turn toward the serious.   It
was the groom that was asking the bride for the prenup.  If you don’t know what a prenup is, it is a contract that
says in the case of divorce, we divy up our things in the same proportion to where we are now.  If one person
enters the marriage disporportionally wealthy to the other, they can leave the marriage with their wealth intact -
none of this 50-50 stuff.  Well, in this awkward conversation, the bride was perplexed, for the groom didn’t
have anything yet, just college debt.  His net worth was a junky car and a half a box of no doze.  He said that he
was planning on getting wealthy, great job, great salary, corporate world and that is what he wanted to protect -
she was JUST a teacher.  I explained to him that a prenup only protects current assets, money you had before the
wedding.  It doesn’t protect any money after the wedding - that’s all fair game.   Oh.  Not only did it not help
him, but he was also in the doghouse.  For Richer or poorer, as long as I get to keep what’s mine.



Reminds me of a Bible story.  A religious prenup, if you will.  We’re looking in the Gospel of Luke, at some
folk who met Jesus along their life journey, and how he changed them.  And we get to today’s story of the rich
young ruler.  He was a wealthy man, and a young man.  To be fair, to be fair, his eyes were set on the right
things.  He was thinking about religious matters - on teachers, eternal life, good deeds. He had the look of a
seeker: he seemed willing to listen and eager to learn. He seemed a disciple-in-the-making. But his story has a
dark end. It was he that inspired Jesus famous words "It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle,
than for a rich man to enter the kingdom." This story is in three of the Gospels, Matthew, Luke and Mark.  Lets
examine his account of the fateful meeting - and maybe some mistakes along the way - mistakes that we
sometimes fall prey too.

The 1st mistake: He did not recognize Jesus as Lord.  The young ruler came rushing to Jesus, and falling to his
knees, he asked "Good teacher, what good thing need I to do, so that I may have real and un-ending life?" Jesus,
perceiving the youth’s mistakenness, answered with a question, a question that would prove the depths of the
young ruler’s knowledge of God. "Why do you call me good?"  Jesus was in the habit of asking such disarming
questions. The young man did not recognize with whom he was talking - a teacher, and more than a teacher. He
was kneeling before the one called "greater than Solomon." The young ruler saw Jesus as a moral man, a man of
insight and depth, but he did not recognize His divine authority. And to make such a mistake is spiritually fatal.
As C.S. Lewis made clear, Jesus is either a liar, a lunatic, or the Lord. He cannot be only another teacher.  Of
course, we believe Jesus IS good - but he is also Lord.

The 2nd Mistake: He was unaware of his own faults.  Suppose for a moment that the wealthy youth had never
violated the commandments Jesus presented to him. Suppose that he had never murdered - even in his
imagination. Suppose that he had not committed adultery - even in his heart. Suppose that he had not stolen - or
even envied. Suppose that he had never spoken less than the whole truth.   He probably loved his parents.  This
is a good kid.  Even still he was unaware of his own faultiness. Did you notice that Jesus only presented him
with the parts of the Ten Commandments that deal with man-to-man relationships. The other commandments
have to do with God-to-man relationships, and this young man had obviously not fulfilled those commands. 
Being good doesn’t get you into heaven.  The first commandment, you shall not have any other gods but me. 
Simple as that.  One god.  No idols either.  I have a feeling that the rich young ruler kinda missed out on these. 
He was wildly naive and tragically blind.

The 3rd Mistake: He misunderstood the plan of grace.  "What good thing must I do to have eternal life?" There
is no good thing. Only to believe on Jesus Christ as Savior. As wealthy as he must have been, he was spiritually
bankrupt, and terribly poor of faith.  You don’t earn your way in.  If the Bible is correct, there is an afterlife with
judgement, heaven and hell.  What is our plan to reach heaven?  Many say: ‘Well, I’m a relatively good person –
when I die I’ll just hope for the best.  Others add: ‘I’ve been baptized, had communion, plus I give regularly to
the church and charities – I think I’ve ticked all the boxes.’  It’s ironic that many people, including many
Christians, think getting to heaven depends on what they do.  When asked about the relevance of Jesus Christ
and the Cross, most scratch their heads; they don’t see a connection between their going to heaven and what
Christ did on the Cross. Many people consider the cross simply a symbol of Christianity – a story told at Easter
how a good man was wrongly crucified and miraculously rose from the dead.  Fact is, if we could earn our way
to heaven by good deeds or religious rituals, Christ died needlessly on the Cross.  If we could save ourselves by
our works, there would be no point for Jesus to die for our salvation in the first place.  For God so loved the
world, right?   If we are hoping our good deeds or religious rituals will save us; sadly, we are in for a very rude
shock.   We need the Cross.

Last mistake:  He went away.  He vamoosed.  In a way, this is his only mistake. A man can misunderstand the
divinity of Christ, be blind to himself, and misunderstand God’s grace and still be saved if he will commit to



staying with God.  That’s what the other disciples did.  Peter, Andrew, John, Matthew, and the others did not
fully understand the Lordship of Jesus, and they certainly did not fully understand the plan of grace, but they
stayed with Jesus. They were willing to commit to a lifestyle of learning Him. They apprenticed themselves to
Him, for the long haul. That is the way to be saved. If you are willing to launch out with Christ on the long
journey from brokenness to wholeness, if you are willing to walk all the way, every hard step, then you are a
wise man, a wise woman, even if you are not young or wealthy.  In essence, the rich young ruler wanted a
spiritual prenup.  Good teacher, I’ll follow you, just let me keep my stuff.  Just let me keep my things.  Just let
me keep my prejudices.  My hatred, my racial biases.  Jesus, your in charge, but let me keep my privilege, let me
keep my rightness - and allow me to tell everyone else how wrong they are - even if I do it anonymously on
Facebook.  Jesus, I give you all I have.  But just sign here and let me keep my bad habits and my wasteful
tendencies.  Jesus, you are Lord of Lords, King of Kings, but I know better than you how to handle my finances. 
Jesus, I trust you with my soul, but stay out of my marriage.

And so it is with Palm Sunday.  We wave palms, Blessed is he who comes in the Name of the Lord, blessed is
he.  Hosanna in the highest.  Even the rocks sing out.  Jesus you are everything.  But let’s see how the week
turns out, first.  The people of Jerusalem wanted a spiritual prenup.  You are king, you’re the messiah - but if it
goes south - crucify him.  Crucify him.  But at least we had most of a week before the prenup kicked in.

So what are we going to do this week?  We lift these branches in the air, signifying our discipleship to the
Savior.  Will we bail if Jesus asks too much?  Or will we walk with him to the Cross?  For richer, for poor, in
sickness and in health - as long as we shall live.  Lets follow Christ no matter what - no Spiritual prenup for us. 
And the family of God said, AMEN!


