
  

  

 

 

 

 
Dear friends and family of OCUMC: 
 
 
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus ~ Romans 8:1 
 

 
This is an old story of another generation, don't judge me too 
harshly!  I remember a wife who received a list of chores from 
her husband that she was supposed to do in her daily and 
weekly routine.  Thank God we’ve come a long way.  But this 
was their marriage.  And he would check to see if everything 
on the list was accomplished by weeks end.  And after years 
and years and years of this, she began to resent these rules 
and obligations.  One day, he died.  She missed him, but also 
felt a little guilty about being relieved that she was no longer 
under this task master.  She found love later on in life, to a 
warm kind hearted man.  Several years into this new 
marriage, she found an old chore sheet from her previous life 
- and it turns out, she was doing exactly the same thing for 
her new husband that she did for her previous - although she 
was now doing these things out of love and devotion, not out 
of guilt and obligation.  You see the difference. 
 

Christ beacons us to life.  In the Christian walk, in the WAY, we still have rules and expectations and norms 
that we follow.  But they are more out of helping us to become what we can become and staying out of 
harm’s way.  We follow Jesus because he shows us a better way.  Love is better than hate.  Treating our 
bodies like a temple is better than treating like a trash heap.  Forgiveness is better than punishment and self-
righteousness. 
 
How to tell if you’re growing in Christ?  Are you following him out of love, or out of spite? Christ teaches us to 
learn how to love those things we maybe didn’t want to do because we grow to be like him.  I’ve learned to 
love to give.  I’ve learned to love to give someone the benefit of the doubt.  I’ve learned to be more flexible 
and kind.  Turn the other cheek. 
 
There is no condemnation in Christ.  And if you are in Christ, give your fellow pilgrims in life a little 
slack.  Give your family a little slack.  Give yourself a little slack.  We’re not perfect.  Don’t beat yourself up 
when you slip up.  Just keep trying. 
 
Blessings this week! 
 

Pastor Mike 

  

September 3, 2020 



 

  
 

CRUIKSHANK, KENDRA  09/01 

JOHNSTON, CAT  09/01 

RONFELD, SUSAN  09/02 

CRONRATH, RALEIGH  09/04 

LARSON, CHRIS   09/10 

MARPEV, JANICE  09/12 

BEVENS, TRIGGER  09/17 

MALLEN, LAUREN  09/17 

SPRAGUE, CONNOR  09/17 

MCGRAW, LAURA  09/20 

OLIVAS, SHEENA  09/22 

WERBER, BETH   09/25 

QUEVEDO, ELIANA  09/26 

ENZ, JONATHAN   09/27 

WICKLIFFE, MARTHA  09/27 

FLINT, SOPHIE   09/30 

The American Red Cross is so grateful to 

all our partners that continue to stand with 

us through the evolution of the 

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19). 

Hundreds of thousands of donors and blood 

drive hosts have responded to the call to 

support the lifesaving mission and we can’t 

thank you enough! 

 

Your commitment to host a blood drive with 

the American Red Cross truly made a 

difference! Your team registered 69 total 

donors, collected 58 pints of blood and 

recruited 15 first-time donors. Your efforts 

have helped boost the community blood 

supply and ensure hospital patients have the 

lifesaving blood they need.  

YOU make a difference! 

http://t.givebloodtoday.redcrossblood.org/r/?id=h44b62ff7,16dd5ddd,16377a9c&med=email&source=bioadobe&campdesc=EM_BHQ_BPL_Portal_Routine_Post_drive_NA1_NA2_071520&cid=357633519&did=PRDDM86920&bid=1152790519&subj=Thank you! How was your blood drive experience?&prty=normal&nat=transactional&prod=sponsor&sender=Blood Program Leaders&delvId=383606237


  

Backpack Blessing 

In the past, on the first Sunday after Labor Day, we have had a backpack blessing. Just 

like everything else, things are going to be a bit different this year. Even though we won’t 

be together we realize, this year especially, we will still be in need of a little blessing. 

On September 13th we are planning a drive through backpack/electronics blessing to 

start you off on the right foot and get you prepared for the upcoming school year. This 

year it is available to all who are attending school, students and teachers, all ages are 

welcome. Details will be coming out as we get closer to the date.   

 

Prayer Buddy 

We also would like to pair each student and teacher up with someone in the congregation 

who will be a prayer buddy for that individual. This “prayer buddy” will keep the student or 

teacher in their prayers throughout the school year. We will have a quick and easy sign-

up online and get everyone paired up that would like to participate. If you are a student or 

teacher, you get signed up and you are off and running. If you want to be involved on the 

other side and adopt a student or teacher to pray for you will have a bit more to do. This 

is not a secret pal program but sending an occasional “thinking of you” card and keeping 

that person in prayer will be what you are signing up to do.   

 

Please use the following link to sign up: 

https://forms.gle/LpE3rcmW2obHK9mK7  

 

 

https://forms.gle/LpE3rcmW2obHK9mK7


 

 

Mission Possibilities for YOU 
While we are all striving to do our best in difficult times there 

are those around us who are struggling.  Our Mission Team is 

promoting 3 possibilities which would allow those of us who can to 

share our resources and help provide for others. 

 

Shoe Drive with Love, INC.  
 Men’s size 14 & 15 

 Women’s size 9.5 

 Kid’s shoe size 5 to 13.5  

 Girl’s size 11 and 12 

 

 

Oregon City “lunch lady”  
 Bread 

 Chunky peanut butter 

 Jam (raspberry or strawberry preferred) 

 Individual chip bags (Costco) 

 Apples, bananas or grapes 

 Cookies 

 Sandwich bags 

 Brown lunch bags  
 

Father’s Heart street ministry in Oregon City  

 Men’s & Women’s T-shirts 

 Jeans (38x32, 30x32, 28x32) 

 Shorts 

 Walking shoes (new or gently used)  

 Disposable masks or homemade fabric masks 

 Socks and underwear must be new 

 Bottled water is always a need 

 All clothing items must be new or gently used and laundered 

 They post specific needs on their facebook page as they come up  
 

 
Here is how you can help.  If you wish to purchase shoes, or have items needed by Father’s Heart or the OC 

lunch lady you can bring items to the church.  Donation hours are 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. Monday-Thursday.  If you 

would prefer to donate financially please mark your donation with the mission you wish to support.  The monies 

collected will be used to purchase needed items for the mission you select. If you have questions you can 

contact Jane Myers 503-656-0117 or Chris Larson 503-655-4080. 
 
 

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, I needed clothes and you clothed me . . . . . Matt 25:35-36a 

 

Father’s Heart  
September Backpack Drive 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Father’s Heart Street Ministry is 
collecting gently used and new 
backpacks this month. Durable 
ADULT sizes only. Backpacks 
are essential for those navigating 
homelessness. You need a 
secure way to keep your 
belongings with you to 
appointments, to job interviews, 
and wherever you travel by bus, 
bike or walking. 


