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Series: Cross Words ~ Seven Last Sayings of Jesus
Sermon: MOTHER

John 19:25-27
Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 
When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman,
here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his
home.

Sermon
One of our kiddos had a music concert the other night.  We could easily see her on the risers.  And in a crowded
gym, we noticed when she finally saw us, her eyes lit up and she started to wave.  Yes, someone out there loves
me.  It’s always nice when someone in the audience is rooting for you.  I remember, as a kid, going up to bat,
and being embarrassed by certain folk who shall remain nameless, hollering out my childhood nicknames in
their encouragement that I’d rather the kids not hear.   But that kind of attention did feel good.  Someone out
there loves me, and is watching.

Not all attention is from friends, however.  I also remember being in the outfield, and having a few hecklers
along the foul line, shouting things loud enough for us to hear, but not loud enough for the umps or family in the
stands to hear.  One game, we had one guy, wow.  All game long, I was in Center Field and this heckler called
out, all night long.  And after innings of abuse, to Brian our Right Fielder, he shouted  “If you was my kid, I’d
kick you out.”  Brian finally shouted back, “If you were my parent, I’d run away.”  Some attention from the
crowd can be affirming, but some could be nasty.

In this season of Lent, we are going to look at the last few words of Jesus before his death upon the cross.  I
know its not fair to leave him hanging up there for the next six or so weeks, but some say that Jesus preached, in
his last seven sayings, one of the most powerful sermons  Jesus was still compassionately thinking of others
even when hanging on the cross.  And that is where we are today, where  Jesus was concentrating on the needs
of his mother and best friend. He simply said to his mother. “Here is your son.”  He said to his best friend,
“Here is your mother.” Jesus was telling the both of them: Take care of one another in the future when I am
physically gone from you.  It amazes me that while Jesus was in the midst of such enormous pain, he could
think of the needs and pain of others.

I have discovered that a personality is consistent in life and in death. Jesus was enormously compassionate
during his life and he was enormously compassionate during his death. People are consistent. People are
consistent in both living and dying, and so was Jesus.  Here’s the setting: The setting was Golgotha, the place of
the skull. Golgotha was at the base of a sixty foot vertical cliff of dark mud and clay. On the face of that cliff
was carved out holes so that when a person looked at that cliff from a distance, you could see two eyes and a
mouth. It looked like a skull and it was called the “place of the skull.”

Who was there? The enemies against Jesus.  The soldiers, the Pharisees, the crowd of gawkers. Also the two
thieves on the cross were there.  These were the hecklers out in right field, throwing insults for no other reason
except to hurt and humiliate.  But he did have friendly faces from the crowd.   Jesus’ family was also there: his
mother, his aunt, his cousin. We know there the three Marys were present at the foot of the cross: Mary the
mother of Jesus, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of Clopas. Interesting, other gospels tell us that a fourth
woman, the sister Jesus’ mother, was also there. Her name was Salome and her sons were John and James. If



that is true, then Mary’s sister was there, Salome, and her son, John, was also there. That makes Salome the aunt
of Jesus and that makes John at the cross Jesus’ first cousin, Salome’s son. So Mary had her sister there, and her
sister was the mother of John the disciple who was also there.  This is all very confusing, but just know that he
had a gaggle of family there.

But not his Disciples.  There were all hiding.  And who could blame them.  Truth be told, the only Disciple who
was there was his first cousin, John.  Just to reiterate - the only disciple who remained loyal to Jesus and was
with him when he was being crucified was John, the beloved disciple, who appears to be Jesus’ first cousin.

So real quick, let us focus for a moment first on Mary, then on John, and then on the words of Jesus to them.

First Mary:  Mary was the only person in the Bible who was with Jesus from beginning to end, from birth to
death. She was with Jesus throughout his whole life.  We remember the first story about Mary when the angel
Gabriel came and told her that she would get pregnant by the Holy Spirit and give birth to the savior of the
world.  I personally believe that she was the first human being on earth who believed in Jesus as the Son of God.

Later on in the Temple, dedicating Jesus to God, and an old man by the name of Simeon came up to her, “a
sword will pierce your soul and the hearts of many people will be revealed.” Mary pondered these things. She
always would have thought: “what does it mean that a sword will pierce my heart?” Like so many things deeply
buried in the recesses of her mind, she remembered the warning by the old man Simeon that a sword would
pierce her heart before it was all over. This was the first sign, an omen,  to her that her son would die a
murderous death.

Mary was also with Jesus when he was in the temple at age twelve and he said, “I must be about my Father’s
business. I must be in my Father’s house.”   Mary was with Jesus when Jesus did his first miracle, turning the
water into wine at a wedding feast.  After this miracle, the disciples believed in him - but she was first.

Mary and her children came to see Jesus as he preached on day and someone reported to Jesus that his mother
and brothers were there. Jesus replied, “Those who do the will of God are my true brothers, sisters and mother.”
Mary would have nodded in agreement. The true family of Jesus are those who do the will of God.

And Mary was with Jesus at the foot of the cross. This would have been the most awful and gut wrenching
experience of her life, to see and experience his crucifixion on the cross. The nails that sent through his wrists
could have just as well gone through her wrists. The sword that pieced his side could have just as well been
thrust through her side. Jesus’ pain was her pain. That is the way it is with mothers. I have known and watched
many mothers during my life as a pastor, and I have watched such mothers when their children are deathly sick
and suffering. It is always the same: the mother totally feels the pain of her child, and Mary totally felt the
excruciating pain of Jesus.  Yes, Mary’s best friends and sister were there with her, but their love and
compassion could hardly diminish the sadness and agony she was feeling. 

So for many, Mary is a model of motherhood. Every child needs a great mother. There is no other occupation in
the world that compares to quality mothering from birth to death.  I’m blessed to have a great mother, and
married to a great mother.  And I’d better throw in grandma as well (C’mon, she makes something called Nanny
Noodles).  As the book of Proverbs says, a fine mother is more valuable than jewels.

One of the last acts of Jesus was to care for his mother by entrusting her future to his best friend and cousin,
John, the faithful disciple.

So what about John?  The disciple whom Jesus loved?  You are blessed if you have a very best friend, a person
whom you are closer to than any other. Jesus had such a best friend and that friend’s name was John. In the



fourth Gospel, we hear that John was “the beloved.” That is, John was the person to whom Jesus was the
closest. John was Jesus’ best friend.  

We also know other things about John. We know that John had a brother, James, and that they were in the
fishing business. We discover that two sets of brothers,  Peter and Andrew, James and John, were all fishermen
on the Sea of Galilee and they were Jesus’ first disciples. We also hear that James and John had hot tempers;
that they were called the “sons of thunder” because they had thunderous tempers and personalities. We also
know that John and his temper wanted a Samaritan village destroyed by God because this village didn’t react
more favorably to Jesus. John also requested of Jesus (through his mother) that he be the number one person in
the kingdom of God. It is amazing to me that such a hot tempered personality as John who wanted to arrange to
be first in the future Kingdom of God wrote the Gospel of John and I John, the two most beautiful books about
the love of God in the whole Bible. That proves that Jesus works miracles and can change people. Jesus changed
John from a hot tempered, I wanna be number one, into a loving person, and God can work that miracle in your
life as well.

So we find this John at the foot of the cross. All the other disciples have run away. That means that John was
more courageous than all the other disciples. Or it means that he loved Jesus more than all the other disciples. I
tend to believe the latter: that is, John was there at the foot of the cross, not because he was more courageous,
but because his love for Jesus was deeper and more authentic than the other disciples.  Or maybe his mother
dragged him there, but I’d like to think it was on his own volition!

And Jesus said to his best friend, John, who was with him at the end, “take care of my mother.” John did. John
tells us in his Gospel of John, in his account of the story of Jesus, that he John took Mary into his own home and
cared for him from that day on.

What can we learn from the best friend of Jesus, John? We learn that best friends love through thick and thin,
from the highest to the lowest points of life. And when life is the lowest, best friends are there, and John was
there. I see that very often in my world. Life is at the lowest and the most painful and the best friends are there
to share the grief. That is the way it is with best friends. In fact, you count the best friends by counting those
who are with you at the worst and lowest moments of life.

In the midst of excruciating pain and against all of the hecklers, there were two people still sending their
encouragement to Jesus.  And Jesus was thinking of the two people who loved him most during his earthly life:
his mother and his best friend. He asked them to care for each other in the future, and they did that. We find that
Mary and John were together in the Upper Room when the Holy Spirit was given to the church in Acts 1 and 2.
We also discover that Mary and John traveled to live in Ephesus. Temples were built in Ephesus to both Mary
and John, indicating their shared lives there in that city. I am suggesting to you that Mary and John, the two
people who loved Jesus most here on earth, took care of each other until their dying day, just as Jesus had asked
them to.

What do we learn from Jesus through these words from the cross, “Here is your son. Here is your mother?”

Hanging from the cross at Golgotha, with two thieves at his either side, with hecklers below the cross, Jesus was
also surrounded by the love of two people who loved him most here on earth. His mother and his best friend.  I
know life can be tough.  We all have our issues, we all have our hecklers.  But there are friendly faces in the
crowd, giving love and light and encouragement.  Focus on them.  And in his last act of compassion, Jesus
focused on their needs and asked them to take care of each other in the future.  Take care of each other.  And
they did.  May we simply take care of each other as well, looking out for one another.    Amen.


