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I Peter 3:1-7
Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word,
they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives, 2 when they see the purity and reverence of
your lives. 3 Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as elaborate hairstyles and the
wearing of gold jewelry or fine clothes. 4 Rather, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a
gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight. 5 For this is the way the holy women of the past
who put their hope in God used to adorn themselves. They submitted themselves to their own husbands, 6 like
Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her lord. You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not
give way to fear.

7 Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the
weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers.

Sermon
You might have noticed that this morning’s scripture reflects a lot of attitudes and rules of past generations. 
These are scripture verses that we learned and were told in seminary “Don’t ever preach these”.  What they
share is not healthy or even Godly.  But they are there.  Such scriptures have been used time and time again to
degrade and dehumanize certain groups or even validate atrocities and destruction to fit “God’s master plan”. 
Women shall not speak in church.  There are scriptures that give rules about clothing, what you can and cannot
eat.  God telling us to kill whole towns for His purposes, men, women, and children.  How many of you have
called in a religious leader when you discovered mold in your shower curtain or on your basement walls?  Its in
there.  What do you do when these passages show themselves in the holy word of God?  

We are looking at I Peter last month and this month.  Wonderful passages, but some of these verses also have
problematic themes and charged content.  Slaves, be kind to your masters.  Wives, submit to your husbands.  I
kind of have a sense from the congregation today that says, “Careful Pastor Mike, you are walking on thin ice
today.”  The question I have today is this, and I touched on this, I think, in my first year here over five years ago: 
What authority does Scripture have, and how does it get that authority?  How does it play out with verses like
Stephanie read for us today?

By and large, the Holy Bible is by far the most reliable and celebrated source of the divine will and purpose. 
Generation after generation, century after century, one-third of the human race has looked to these short 66
books as inspirational, unquestionable, and infallible works of literature that demand respect, reverence,
command, and rule.  How did these 66 books?  In truth, there are more books available, but these were the texts
that were voted in by the church as being authoritative to the community of believers.  The big word is canonize. 
The early church canonized these books as being listed in the Bible.  What this means is that the church
basically authorized these certain books as being somehow unique, special, sacred - compared to other books
that they could have used.  There are many more scriptural books that the early church used, and at a council, or
committee meeting if you will, voted on which ones that should be included in the final draft of scripture.  To
have some sense of unity and similar purpose.  There were dozens of Gospels written, believe it or not, and only
four of them were included that made the final cut.  There were other Gospels such as the Gospel of Mary, the
mother of Jesus, the Gospel of Thomas, The Gospel of Phillip, and so on and so on.  With hundreds of texts out
there being used, the church had to make a decision as to which books were necessary and which books were



good, but not good enough.  Even today, we have religious traditions that use different scripture texts.  The
Roman Catholics have dozens of books more than we Protestants.  And we have one that they don’t have.  So
when we talk about scripture giving authority over our lives, over our religious formation, we must first realize
that we, as a church, are the ones who decided which texts and which writers we claim to have authority over us. 
It is we who decide which group of writings we read every Sunday.

The Bible is a record of covenants, of promises, of stories that shaped a people of faith as they grappled with
real life as it was delivered to them.  God was an active participant in their life and faithful people put down in
writing the stories that they remembered as a part of their history.  As people, they had their own insights, their
own additions and their own failings.  The Bible is a story of a faithful people, and of a faithful God.  Not
perfect, but close.  The Bible is a story of a people trying to be faithful to a faithful God.  And the Bible points
to the Truth of God.  Some of it might not be historical truth, per se, but gives direction and points to the truth of
God.  And we Methodists look at scipture though the lense of tradition, of experience, of reason.  What makes
sense in our faith?  What has been our practice and history - that ever changing timeline.  What is God doing
today?   So if I am not a literalist, but I look at scripture though the eyes of tradition, through experience,
through reason, what is it that gives the Bible it’s authority?  Why should I follow it’s decrees?

But before I answer that, let me address the passage we have today.  I Peter tells the women of the first century
to be submissive to their husbands.  Inner beauty trumps outer beauty.  I don’t have to tell you this, but for most
of human existence, women haven’t been treated as equal partners.  You knew that right?  My 9 year old
daughter is just discovering some of these truths, and its painful to teach her.  Why don’t any of the presidents
look like her.  From Eve on down, its been a man’s world.  Yes, there have been strong women who rose above
the male dominated narrative.  And we point to Cleopatra, Joan of Arc, Amelia Earhart, and many others - but
they were living in a world that was stacked against them.  Even today, we don’t pay the same.  We have
different expectations about gender roles.  As my grandma still laments, the men inherited the land, and the
women inherited the dishes.  My mother couldn’t get a credit card without my father’s signature.  When we got
our first bank account, we ordered checks.  Just to be counter-culture, we put Steph’s name first on the
checkbook.  Can I hear a gasp?  The bank wouldn’t let us.  The guys name had to go first.  We said the account
that we open will have her name first.  They changed the rules.  Decisions about women’s bodies seem to be
decided by men.  We’ve come a long way, but we’ve got a long way to go.  We as a church also played our part
in gender discrimination.  Many churches have different rules about the leadership of women in their faith. 
Clergywomen have been part of Methodism since John Wesley licensed Sarah Crosby to preach in 1761.
Although women were ordained in the Methodist tradition as early as the late 1800s, it wasn’t until 1956 that we
voted for full clergy rights that changed the face of Methodism.  We are the largest denomination that believes
women and men are equal.  Most of this hard work was done in the time between the world wars.  We live in a
different world now.   In the last year we have stats, the student body of our seminaries were 47% female. 
Times are a changing.  But there are churches that would rather have a male pastor.  I feel blessed that this
church is open enough to have female clergy.  Not today, apprently, but in your recent past - and in your future.  
But its still not normalized.  I know that I get called more than some women clergy because of my gender.  We
still use language like, we have a female pastor.  Would you say, we have a male pastor?  No.  How about, we
have a pastor.  I had to laught - the female prosecutor at Judge Cavenaugh’s confirmation hearing would
probably just like to be called, Prosecutor.  Stop calling me “Female Prosecutor”.  No need for gender identity
there.  I have a female doctor.  How about just doctor.  We have come a long way.  Our current bishop is female. 
Our last DS was female, We live in a state dominated by females in government - all the way to the top.  But
we’re not quite equal yet.  Even though I Peter sounds sexist, because it is, that was the world Peter lived in. 
But I want you to hear the grace and the shocking revelations within this text that were groundbreaking to the
hearers of this word.  Peter lived in a world where a woman’s worth was based on beauty and outer adornment -
Thank God we’re beyond those days now.  You have value for what is inside.  Just to say that women had value
was a real eye-opener to some in those days.  Women are heirs of the gracious gift of life - Biblespeak for
Christian Discipleship, eternal life.  One might look at Peter and think he’s degrading women - but from a first



century perspective, he’s lifting them up!  To a station much higher than what was socially acceptable.  We see
this in scripture time and time again.  We know about Abraham and Sarah.  Isaac and Rebecca.  We know more
about Mother Mary than we do about Joseph!  And it is in scripture that we read, Male and Female, he created
them.  Together.  Equal.  And we have it in the Ten Commandments.  When the world cares only about men. 
When the emphasis is about fatherhood and lineage and paternity, in a day and age when the men wear the pants
in the family, God tells us to Honor your father and your mother.  How do I know God was behind all this?  In
that day and age, honor only went to the male.  But God changes that.  Women were there at the Resurrection. 
First ones, actually.  Jesus taught women - a big no no in those days.  There’s that passage that women were
supposed to be silent in church.  In those traditions, they weren’t even supposed to be in church!  The doors are
opening.  Not all the way - society wasn’t quite ready yet, but scripture points to equality.   Husbands, be
considerate of your wives.  Sounds condescending, but again, in that culture, it was a step in the right direction
that wasn’t there before,  a radical idea that moves the needle closer to the Kingdom of God.
  
So how do I answer the question - where does Scripture get its authority?  Which passages do we follow, and
which passages are part of historical context and past beliefs? Tthe written words in our Bibles point to the
Living Word and it says to us, “Go to Jesus”.  Go to Jesus.  If we do not go the Jesus to whom all of scripture
points, then we miss the whole purpose of Bible reading.  We do not worship the Bible and do everything that it
says.  Is it helpful?  Yes.  Is it instructional?  Yes.  Does it help us in our own faith journeys and spirituality,
undoubtedly.  But we do not worship the bible, we worship the Christ within the pages of the Holy Scriptures. 
The Spirit of Christ is our authority, our instruction, our guide in life.  The qualities of love, of peace, of justice,
of mercy, of compassion, of equality.  Those Christ-like attributes, of which the bible ultimately points to.  But
the passages where the love of Christ or the affirmation of life are denied, where there is lack of freedom or
privileges, those passages hold no authority because they go against the spirit of Christ.  Against the authority of
Jesus.

So again, the sexist thing happened.  You had a male preacher tell you about the role of women.  Is it fair?  No. 
But I know the future of our church is stronger when all voices are respected and heard.  The future of our
community is stronger when we all can participate.  The future of our nation is stronger when all feel valued. 
And the future of our human race is stronger, when.  When...do you know the next line of the scripture that
came after today’s passage?  After all of these divisions, Peter writes this:  Finally, all of you (ALL OF YOU),
it’s like we’re in the back seat of the car and God is driving, and he has to slam on the breaks, turn around and
say, ALL of you!  , live in harmony with one another.  Be sympathetic, love each other as brothers and sisters,
be compassionate and be humble.  That, my friends, has authority.  And the family of God said, AMEN.


