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Series: VICTORIOUS SECRETS
Sermon: Feed My Sheep

John 21:1-19, 25
Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee.  It happened this way: 2 Simon Peter,
Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other
disciples were together. 3 “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So
they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.

4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus.

5 He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?”

“No,” they answered.

6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, they were
unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish.

7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It
is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. 8 The
other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred
yards.[c] 9 When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread.

10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter climbed back into the
boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 12
Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They
knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This
was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead.
Jesus Reinstates Peter

15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than
these?”

“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.”

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”

16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”

He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”

Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”

17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
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Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things;
you know that I love you.”

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went
where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and
lead you where you do not want to go.” 19 Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would
glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!”

25 Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the whole
world would not have room for the books that would be written.

Sermon
Last week, we went thru the church’s Safety Deposit Box down at the local bank.  It had been years since it was
last visited, and it was time to change some names on the account.  Everyone but Doug Forncrook had either
died, moved away or was disinterested.  We opened up this makeshift time capsule, curious to what we would
find.  We found old deeds, property listings, ancient letters of understandings, legal but crude hand drawn
pictures of what property lot we owned back in the 1840's and 50's.  We even found pictures of gold coins we
once had, but no one remembers what happened to them.  But we have the pictures!  What I was really looking
for were the old Articles of Incorporation, the Charter, and By-laws of our church.  You file these with the state,
Territory at that time, what you’re organization is all about, why is it here.  After 177 years, 6 buildings in 4
locations, after the devastating church fire of 1919 that destroyed all early records, I can’t seem to find the
original documents of the Oregon City First United Methodist Church.  And they weren’t in the box.  I have a
call into the Secretary of State to see what they could find, but again, it was filed before we were a state.  And
the old Territorial Capital building burned to the ground back in 1855, years after our charter.  That took most of
the territorial records with it.  They built a second capital, and that one lasted a bit longer, until that one burned
to the ground in 1935, taking even more records with that.  I’m not holding out much luck of them finding
anything.  All this to say, one can’t really say, based on the legal documents that we don’t have, the original
purpose and cause of our nonprofit organization that we call Oregon City United Methodist Church.  

Of course, we’re a church.  And we do churchy things.  Several years ago, there was a survey of 1,000
congregations.  Both the members and the pastors of these churches what they thought the purpose of their
church really was.  It was reported that 89 percent of the lay people said that the purpose of their church was to
take care of the needs of the members.  The remaining eleven percent believed that the purpose of the church
was to reach the world with the gospel. Contrast this with the pastors. Ninety percent of the pastors said that the
purpose of their church was to reach the world for Christ while the remaining ten percent of pastors in those
churches agreed with the laity that the purpose of the church is to take care of the needs of the members of the
church. For these churches, there was a difference between pastors and church members on church ministry.
What do you think? Which one is more important?  Care for each other, or reaching others.  I am sure that most
of you think that both are important for our church mission. I think so as well.

We are just over midway in our sermon series Victorious Secrets.  Stories between the Resurrection and
Ascension.  In today’s text, we find an interesting message from the conversation between Jesus and Peter. We
will look at this text and figure out what kind of a Christian and a faith community Jesus wants us to be.

Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the sea of Tiberias. Or the Sea of Galilee.  Jesus’ disciples were
fishing but caught nothing. Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the shore and called out to them, “Friends,
haven’t you any fish?” “No!” they answered. Jesus said, “Through your net on the right side of the boat and you
will find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. Then,
they had a meal with Jesus.
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You can ask How Jesus knew which side to throw the net on.  You can ask why they bothered to include the
number of fish, 153.  You can ask why Peter put on his clothes to jump in the lake to swim over.  You can ask
where did Jesus get the fish to cook before the fishermen showed up.  You can ask, but I don’t have any of those
answers.  Guesses, sure, but nothing concrete.  But it is the questions that Jesus poses to Peter that I want to
focus on today.

When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Peter. “Do you love me?” Peter replies Yes, Lord you know I love
you. Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” Jesus asked the same question and Peter answered the same. Then,
Jesus said, “Tend my sheep.” Finally, Jesus again asked the same question. This time, Peter felt hurt but
answered the same. Then, Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.”

Three times.  Sometimes my wife has to ask me three times a lot to get an answer.  I have to ask the kids three
times before they finally hear me.  It could be reminiscent of the three times that Peter denied Jesus during the
Passion Story, just a chapter or two before.  Three denials equals asking three times, do you love me?  

In order for us to more deeply understand this conversation between Jesus and Peter, we need to see the use of
the words in the original Greek text.   I usually don’t get biblically wonky on you, the original Greek, the
original Hebrew, but it is key today.  A problem with most English translations is that they don’t distinguish
between the three different words for “love” that are in the original Greek. In English, I can say I love my
brother, I love my wife, I love Jesus.  Way different kinds of love.  In the Greek, love has different words. 
Philo.  A friendship kind of love.  I like you.  If I tell my wife, I love you; but she responds, I like you.  Yeah,
there may be problems.  Philo, friendship.  Just for fun, Delphi means brother, so if you add these, Philo,
Delphi, you get brotherly love, or Philadelphia.  Another Greek kind of love.  Eros.  Kissy Kissy kind of love. 
We get the word Erotic from there.  And another kind of love in Greek, is Agape.  Agape.  Unconditional love. 
Self-sacrificing kind of love.  God kind of love.  Philo, Eros, Agape.  Or translated “Love” in English.  But big
time differences in Greek.

The first two times Jesus asked Peter, “Do you love me?” What Jesus uses in these first two questions is agape
love. This is the love of John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that he gave God’s one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” This love is unreserved, unconditional,
unwavering and totally oriented for the good of the other.

However, when Peter responds to Jesus, “Yes Lord, you know I love you,” he uses a different word in Greek
“philios” which, as we said, means “friendship.” So the first two encounters might be better translated as
follows, “Peter, are you fully devoted to me?” or “Do you unconditionally love me?”

“Yes Lord, you know I am your friend.” “And I love you as a good friend.”

Hmmm.

Peter is human, and we can understand what he did to Jesus. In fact, Jesus also knew that Peter would deny him.
Peter might think and determine that he will never deny Jesus. However, he couldn’t keep the promise that he
made with Jesus. Even though Jesus offered Peter agape love, he couldn’t even keep friendship with Jesus. I
believe that Jesus understood it. So, when Jesus asks Peter for the third time, “Do you love me?” Jesus uses
“philios” instead of agape. That is, he accepts Peter’s offer of friendship. So, it might be translated like this,
“Peter, are you my friend?” “Lord, you know every thing, you know I am your friend.”

The love that Peter can actually offer at that time is not agape love. It is friendship and it is sometimes
conditional and wavering.  However, here is the most important message. Jesus accepts that it is enough. Jesus
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accepts us as we are; there is no need to pretend that we are perfect. Jesus offers us agape love and we offer him
friendship which might be conditional.

Nevertheless, Jesus accepts us as he did Peter. I can see and feel the grace of God in this story.  Following the
way of Christ is the key practices of our faith. However, in our church life, many people find themselves under
great pressure to offer agape love back to Christ. This pressure makes many people exhausted in the course of
their Christian lives.  I have to do everything, I have to help everybody, I can’t let anybody down.  And we fail. 
And then we feel guilty.  I’ve had to learn that I’m not perfect.  Big shock to everyone, I know, but it can be a
shock to you, if you try and be perfect.  I’m not Jesus.  You’re not Jesus.  But he wants us to do what we can, do
your best.  Today’s story tells us that Jesus accepts our offer of friendship instead of agape love.

So, here is what we as a church should remember. The key practice to take care of oneself in the church is to
build a friendly relationship with Jesus Christ.  This is what today’s church needs.  This relationship with Christ
plays a major role in both our personal spiritual growth and church growth. This relationship with Christ will
play an important role in meeting our needs in our Christian lives.  And I believe that Peter started out at Philo
love.  Friendship love.  But I believe, over the years, it turned into Agape love.  Unconditional love.  Tradition
puts Peter in Rome at the end of his life.  Crucified upside down, for he said he wasn’t worthy to be crucified
like Jesus.  That’s not Philo love, that’s Agape love.  You don’t have to have it figured out when you start
following Jesus.  It might start as friendship.  It might start as curiosity.  Start where you are.

And Christ asks us all to Feed His Sheep.  Take care of each other.  Preach the Word and Care for one another. 
What good is preaching if we don’t love?  What good is love if it isn’t based in Christ?  In case you’re still
curious, the mission, the charter, if you will, of the United Methodist Church is to make Disciples of Jesus
Christ for the Transformation of the World.  That implies both reaching out to those outside the faith, and
nurturing those within the faith to higher levels of discipleship.  We do both, inward and outward focus.  And
that mission, that goal, that hope, I don’t want to lock away in some safety deposit box.  And the family of God
said, AMEN.
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