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Series: AND HE SHALL BE CALLED
Sermon: Mighty God

Isaiah 9:6
For to us a child is born,
    to us a son is given,
    and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Psalm 50:1-6
The Mighty One, God, the Lord,
    speaks and summons the earth
    from the rising of the sun to where it sets.
2 
From Zion, perfect in beauty,
    God shines forth.
3 
Our God comes
    and will not be silent;
a fire devours before him,
    and around him a tempest rages.
4 
He summons the heavens above,
    and the earth, that he may judge his people:
5 
“Gather to me this consecrated people,
    who made a covenant with me by sacrifice.”
6 
And the heavens proclaim his righteousness,
    for he is a God of justice.

Sermon
Summer of 2003: Finding Nemo came out.  If you don’t know the story, Nemo is a fish, and in the opening
scene his clownfish parents are caring for him and the hundreds of his brothers and sisters.  But Mr. Barracuda
comes along, and in a violent opening for Pixar, Mr. Barracuda takes out mom and all of the kids, except for dad
and Nemo.  It’s a fish eat fish world out there.  And the stage is set for the movie, of an overprotecting dad
taking care of his special needs kid - who is a clownfish.  I saw the movie, no problem.  Except that we had our
first kid that December.  And in one of the first nights we had at home as a new family, we rented a movie. 
Finding Nemo was now out.  So got it.  And I’m rockin with my newborn watching the opening scene where
dad and Nemo escape from Mr. Barracuda, but everyone else gets it.  And I’m crying!  I’m a 30 year old man at
this point, crying because some fish got eaten.  It didn’t bother me in the summer time, but now that I’m holding
my own flesh and blood in my arms, I’m weeping like a baby.   And I look at little Christian and think, “My
God, what have you done to me?”  There’s a lot of power wrapped up in swaddling cloth that you don’t realize
until its your own.



For this Advent sermon series leading up to Christmas, we're taking a close look at one of the classic passages
of the Old Testament: Isaiah 9.  "For to us a child is born," the prophet declares, "to us a son is given"  An
audacious claim, isn't it? Not least when you take in recent events, from the senseless shootings in our country
or on the streets of Chicago to the chaos and confusion that won't seem to go away in the Middle East. Yet
here's the audacious Christian claim, God's answer to everything that has ever terrorized us is in a child.  But
what's so special about this child? Who will this child be? What will this child do? Well, Isaiah's prophecy
doesn't give a full description: only a few names. Four names, in fact. But these names tell us a lot about this
child. "And he will be called / Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, / Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace"  Last
week, we looked at the first of these names, "Wonderful Counselor." This week, and just for a moment, for the
kids will be singing shortly, we'll take up the second, "Mighty God," and reflect on this fact: that this child to be
born, whom Christians confess to be Jesus, shall be called "Mighty God."

This is a bold name for a baby, isn't it? Imagine opening a birth announcement from friends. There's a charming
picture of their precious little boy, with the details of his birth. You read, "Born December 10, 2017, 8 lbs. 3
ozs., 23 inches." And his name? Not Jeff or Liam or Kevin, but … "Mighty God"! It's a bold name for a baby. 
But was the prophet Isaiah really saying that this child would be the mighty God? Not exactly. Often in the Old
Testament, people are given names that describe what God will do through that child. Hezekiah's name meant
"the Lord is my strength"; Isaiah's own name means "the Lord has brought salvation." The name says something
about what God will do or who God is. And so it is here. The child's name, we might say, is a kind of job
description. This child will reveal the mighty God to Israel in a unique way.

But that’s the mystery.  Mighty God.  When I look at a baby, I don’t think mighty God.  I think, stinky diaper.  I
think mouth to feed.  I think loud voice.  But this is no ordinary Baby.  I think back to that song, Mary did you
know: I’m imagining Mary holding her child, not knowing what her son would do: Mary did you know that your
baby boy will one day walk on water?  Mary did you know that your baby boy will save our sons and daughters? 
Mary did you know that your baby boy will give sight to a blind man? Will calm a storm with his hand?  He has
walked where angels trod?  And when you kiss your little baby, you have kissed the face of God.  Mary, this
child that you've delivered, will soon deliver you.  Isaiah was right.  This tiny kid certainly is a Mighty God. 
The problems that we face, turn to Jesus, and trust that he is able and willing to give strength and power. . Jesus
Christ, whose birth we celebrate this Advent: He is the mighty God. He reveals to us the power of God for
salvation.  All that power, wrapped up in swaddling cloth.  Kids can do that.  They can drive you crazy, but they
can melt your heart as well.  And this morning, we will be blessed to hear a few of our kids sing to us a little bit
of the Christmas Story.


