
   

 

   

 

  

 
 

Dear friends and family of OCUMC: 
 
Genesis 8:19-20 ~ Every beast, every creeping thing, and every fowl, and whatsoever creepeth upon the earth, 
after their kinds, went forth out of the ark.  And Noah builded an altar unto the Lord; and took of every clean 
beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 
 
The giving of thanks is a biblical concept going all the way back to Noah and his family in the 
book of Genesis. As soon as the earth was dry after the flood, Noah and his family were finally 
able to leave the ark. Noah’s first act was to build an altar and give thanks and worship to God. 
 
The act of thanksgiving is a way of recognizing the faithfulness of God in our lives – it is a way to consciously 
take time to humble ourselves before God and each other. And Scripture says those who humble themselves will 
one day be lifted up by God. 
 
Because many of our founding mothers and fathers were Bible-believing Christians, days of thanksgiving have 
been observed through the generations, beginning with the Pilgrims and continuing through the founding of the 
United States. 
 
Carrying from Europe the tradition of a day of thanksgiving after a successful harvest, the Pilgrims gave thanks 
to God for the bounty of the harvest after a year of sickness and hunger. The native Wampanoag tribe also had 
a tradition of giving thanks to the Creator for a successful harvest, and so they joined with the Pilgrims in a joyful 
outpouring of gratitude mixed with merriment and feasting. 
 
After the Revolution, the first official presidential proclamation issued in America was George Washington’s 1789 
Thanksgiving message to the people of the United States. He recommended to the people: “…that we may then 
all unite in rendering unto Him our sincere and humble thanks for His kind care and protection of the people of 
this country…” 
 
Later, when the constitution was severely tested in the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln also issued another 
thanksgiving proclamation: “I do therefore invite my fellow citizens … to set apart and observe the last Thursday 
of November next, as a day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the Heavens. 
And I recommend to … fervently implore the interposition of the Almighty Hand to heal the wounds of the nation 
and to restore it … to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquility and Union.” 
 
Thanksgiving is an important part of the Christian life.  Today we once again face monumental challenges in 
America and around the world. But as our Forefathers and mothers did in the midst of their trials, let us also take 
time to seek wisdom and guidance from our Heavenly Father and to worship Him for His blessings. 

 
In faith, thank God in advance for all He is going to do in the year to come – because there is tremendous power 
in Thanksgiving! 

 
See you in worship on Sunday!  

 
Pastor Mike 
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Anniversaries 
COLLIER, CHIP & JENNY  12/08 
SHUMAKER, JIM & LORI  12/16 
WENINGER, RYAN & GAIL  12/19 
 
Birthdays 
POFF, MARGARET   12/01 
PARKINSON, KITSIE   12/06 
CRAVEN, MARY   12/10 
KELLEY, HELEN   12/14 
EVANS, GAYLEN   12/15 
GRIGSBY, PAIGE   12/16 
MAGEE, LESLI    12/16 
EVANS, NICHOLAS   12/20 
BENISCHEK, CHRISTIAN  12/21 
BEVENS, ZON JR.   12/21 
THONSTAD, TED   12/21 
DUVALL, DWAYNE   12/22 
OLIVAS, ALISON   12/23 
JOHNSTON, CAITLIN   12/25 
BUTTOLPH, GERALD   12/27 
STREIGHT, PAT   12/27 
TONOLE, DON    12/27 
DURST, JULIE   12/30 

Night In Bethlehem 
Sunday, December 15th, 5-7pm 
 

Volunteers Needed:  How Can YOU Help? 
 

 Beforehand to set-up  

 During as a merchant  

 After to breakdown and clean-up  

 Donations are also needed – Candy, Goldfish Crackers, Tablecloths – all sizes 
 
VOLUNTEERS are an invaluable part in making this event "come alive".  Please consider how you can be 
a part. All are welcome and encouraged to come and help. If you have any questions about Night in 
Bethlehem or how you can get involved, please contact Christa Palmer, office@oregoncityumc.com 

 
 

 Children’s Christmas Program 
 This year we will be doing things a bit differently and I hope everyone will get involved. On 
December 8th, right  after Sunday School, we will be prepping for our program…on film…sort of! The entire 
thing will come together in about an hour. On December 15th we will share it on the big screen with our 
church family during Children’s Time. I don’t want to spoil the surprise for the congregation so if you have 
any questions, just send me an email. If you want to be involved, please block out that hour after Sunday 
School from 11am until noon. We will have costumes ready and waiting for our actors in room 5/6. No prior 
acting experience is necessary!  LesliOCUMC@gmail.com 
 

Advent Candle Lighters Needed 
For each Sunday of Advent, beginning December 1st, we are 
looking for households who would like to light the Advent 
Candles during worship.  See Pastor Mike for details! 
 

Hanging of the Greens 
Sunday, December 1st, 11am  

Help decorate our Worship Center and lobby for the holidays.   

Ladies’ Night Out 
Tuesday, December 3rd @ 6:00pm 
Rivershore Grill, 1900 Clackamette Dr, Oregon City 

 
 

 
Wednesday Night Activities - December 4th  
6:00pm - Fellowship Dinner , Chicken Tot Pie 
6:30pm - Wednesday Night Study  
6:30pm - Choir Practice  

 
 



 
  

    We realize that it is only October, but Christmas is really  
    around the corner and we need to begin thinking about our 
    Christmas Family Project for 2019.  Once again we are  
    partnering with Love, Inc. in a similar way as we did last  
    year. They are sponsoring a Christmas Store where around 
           twenty families, many being single parents, can come to the  
            Christmas to shop for their children's Christmas gifts, while the kids  
      are enjoying a party atmosphere of snacks, games etc.  These families  
  have met qualifications to merit this opportunity by taking parenting type 
classes showing their desire to make a better life for their families.  
 
As we did last year we have taken on the task of making ahead small boxes of gifts and 
gift cards for the children to present to their parents.  This was very successful last year.  
  
We are also helping with gifts that may be on the wish lists of some of the families.  This 
is where our Christmas tree in the Narthex comes back into view. There will be 
ornaments with gift card suggestions, cash donation amounts, or a specific toy or gift 
from a wish list. You will be able to choose just how you want to participate.  You may 
rather just put a donation in the collection plate, marked “Christmas Family Project” and 
that will be credited to your giving record.  If you put your name on the cash amount you 
select from the tree, your giving will also be recorded. We appreciate any type of giving 
because having a sufficient amount of cash to work with makes our job easier. Some of 
you prefer to allow your children to pick ornaments with gift ideas and then shop with 
them. It can be a “teaching moment”. 
 
You will see the tree greet you again around the first of November.  All items (cash, gift 
cards, ornament gifts etc.) need to be in by Sunday December 1st in order for us to get 
all the gift boxes filled and other items purchased to complete the project to be delivered 
to Love, Inc. in time for their party on Dec. 13th. So that gives us only a month to do our 
shopping and support the families in time for the holidays.  We want to thank you in 
advance for your care and concern for others as we love others and value everyone. It is 
our hope that your participation will bless you and fill you with a wonderful spirit of 
giving to start your holiday season. If you have any questions, contact Jane Meyers or 
Dawn Engel and look for our old friend the “tree in the lobby” soon.   
 

Christmas Family Project 



 
 
  



Hanging of the Greens 
Sunday, December 1, 11am.    

Help decorate our Worship Center and lobby for the holidays.   

 

Advent Mailboxes  
Save the postage! Put your church family holiday greetings in the 

mailbox located in the Worship Center starting in December. Put the 

cards in the box labeled with the first initial of the last name. Don’t forget 

to check for your cards! 

 

Advent Festival 
Sunday, December 8, 2-4pm.   

Fun for the whole family! The Worship Center will be filled with Christmas 

crafts for you to make and take home. 

 

Night-in-Bethlehem 
Sunday, December 15, 5-7pm.   

The church will be transformed into the town of Bethlehem for the 

evening. Each person will receive a small bag of coins in which to spend 

in Bethlehem at the various booths. Enjoy yummy goodies, games and 

activities for the whole family. There is no cost to attend but canned food 

donations to the H.O.P.E. food pantry are welcomed and encouraged! 

 

Festive Holiday Attire Contest 
Sunday, December 22, 10am.  

We invite you to wear your most Festive Holiday Sweater/Attire to church 

Sunday morning for a Festive Holiday Contest! 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Tuesday, December 24, 7pm.  

Join us for one of our annual Christmas Eve Candlelight service as we 

celebrate the birth of our Savior.  Bring the whole family and invite a 

friend to this very special service you won't want to miss! 
 

 

   For your Advent Calendar 



 
 
 
 

“Help Get the Wallers to Oregon City”  
Mortgage Game 

 
 

In July 2019, our church mortgage was $85,335. 
The Oregon Trail is 2,170 miles long. 

We can move the Waller Family one mile for every $40 raised. 
Can we get them to arrive by Christmas 2020? 

 
WE NOW HAVE A MATCHING GRANT OF $25,000. 

Every dollar raised is doubled! 
 

Current Balance: $42,021 

Miles Traveled: 1,101 Miles 

Current Location: Fort Casper, Wyoming 

 
Fact:  Casper, Wyoming (misspelled from the Fort by a clerical error), was 
named after Caspar Collins, a soldier who showed bravery and courage in 

the line of duty – volunteering for a mission that was not his to take.  He died 
in the resulting “Battle of the Platte Bridge Station”.    

 

As always, thank you for your support of OCUMC! 

 


