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Series: REVELATION
Sermon: Lamb Power!

Revelation 5:1-7; 14:1-3
Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides and sealed with
seven seals. 2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, “Who is worthy to break the seals and
open the scroll?” 3 But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside
it. 4 I wept and wept because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. 5 Then one of
the elders said to me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is
able to open the scroll and its seven seals.”

6 Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing at the center of the throne, encircled by the four
living creatures and the elders. The Lamb had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits[a] of God
sent out into all the earth. 7 He went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne.

Then I looked, and there before me was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion, and with him 144,000 who had his
name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads. 2 And I heard a sound from heaven like the roar of
rushing waters and like a loud peal of thunder. The sound I heard was like that of harpists playing their harps. 3
And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders. No one could
learn the song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth.

Sermon
After football practice, almost 30 years ago, there was going to be a fight.  Two big guys on my football team
were getting into it.  There were only 20 players, so this was 10% of our team.  And after practice, we went
down to the village park to see this epic battle.  Word got around, and soon there were 50 people who circled
these two guys, who figured that they couldn’t back down now.  And right before they started punching, a car
pulled up.  And out popped this 4 foot 8 inch elderly woman.  Weighed a buck o’ five.  The elementary school
librarian.  And she walked through the crowd, and grabbed those two by their collars and walked them to a
bench and sat them down.  She was one of those ladies that, if you were on her good side, you had it good.  If
you were on her bad side, you were in it deep.  Long story short, there was no fight that day.  This tiny lamb of a
lady tamed these beasts of football players that day, and turned them around.

If you’re waiting for a lot of confusing metaphor and imagery out of our revelation series, today is your day. 
Lambs and lions, beasts, and scrolls, angels and harps, the saved and unsaved.  What’s a scroll, and why should
I care?  The scroll has seven seals, a perfect number in Jewish thought, so the scroll is perfectly sealed.  There is
two much to go into for this time, but each seal needs to be broken, for the revelation/the apocolypse to occur. 
God’s total reign doesn’t start until this scroll is opened.  The lion was expected, but there is a surprise when it
is the Lamb.

We have learned in our study of the book of Revelation is that there are many ways of interpreting the book, but
there is a general theme throughout.  That theme is that God has a master plan for His creation. God does not
just let things happen by chance but in His great wisdom. He charted it all out from the very beginning.  God has
known us personally not just from our mother’s wombs but from before the foundation of the world. He has had
a plan to cleanse us from our sins and bring us to heaven through the work of His Son Jesus from the very
beginning. And He has also had a plan to create a new heaven and new earth and bring judgment on the old
from the very beginning. It has all been part of God's plan.  To read Revelations is to know that in the end, God
wins.  Evil is destroyed.  There is no more suffering and pain.  Just a return to paradise.  No matter how you



interprets Revelations, that is the end result.  God conquers.  But this morning we are going to learn how God
conquers.  And it might be a bit surprising.   For those who know Jesus and love Him, this book will make
sense, but for those who don’t know Jesus it will sound like foolish nonsense.  Some look at Revelation as a
glimpse into the future, a kind of fortune telling book.  Lately, there has been incredible interest in Japan about
the prophecies of Nostradamus. Of course Nostradamus, draws most of his ideas out of the book of Revelation.
He prophecies an Antichrist, a time of great tribulation and world war, but he also includes his own mix of
astrology and the occult. The prophecy that has gotten people so excited was that in July, 1999 the Antichrist
would descend to earth to start the beginning of WWIII. Well, it didn’t happen.  It seems that Nostradamus did
not really understand what he was reading. In fact out of 104 verifiable predictions that Nostradamus made, in
which he actually named a place or a person or a time, he has been wrong on 103 of the 104.  Even though the
books say that he that he has predicted everything from Hitler and Napolean to the space shuttle disaster, the
words that he uses are so vague that they can be interpreted many different ways. The biblical test for prophecy
is 100% accuracy. God's word is never wrong. Nostradamus is not even 1% accurate and yet people are listening
to him instead of the Bible!

And only 144,000 thousand get saved?  That’s only 72 people a year since this has been written.  So again, take
it metaphorically.  Some churches preach that this the number, only a few can get in.  Be one of the elect.  We
take a more “there’s room for anybody” approach.  All are invited, but you need to answer the invitation.

The scroll that John saw was sealed with seven seals. Seven, in the Bible, is a symbol for perfection so it means
that it was perfectly sealed and closed. There was no way for anyone to open it. In fact as they called out for
someone to come and open it they could find no one who was worthy.  This chapter of Revelation tells us that
God, Himself holds the scroll and there is only one who is worthy to open it.  Now, People are scared of the
things described in the book of Revelation, but know this. It is all in God’s control. Nothing will happen that is
not allowed, in fact planned and commanded by God Himself.  One of the elders tells John, "Do not weep.
Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven
seals." Who is this Lion? In the Old Testament when Jacob blessed his sons, who would become the 12 tribes of
Israel, he called Judah a lion. And like a majestic lion, Judah became the tribe of kings. King David came from
the tribe of Judah. Likewise the Old Testament prophesied that the Messiah would also come from the tribe of
Judah. Jesus Christ was a descendant of David, the "Root" of David and fulfilled this prophecy. The Lion is a
fitting symbol of power and majesty, conquest and strength. And all of these adjectives fitly describe our Lord
Jesus Christ. He is the King of Kings, seated upon the throne at the right hand of the Father. He has been
victorious over sin and death. He is Lord of All. If anyone is worthy to start the final battle between God and
Satan, it is King Jesus, the Lion of Judah.  So we have the image of the Lion, the most feared animal in the
jungle.  We call the Lion the King of the Jungle.  I’ve never been in a real jungle.  Rainforest, yes, but not
jungle.  I don’t know what I would do if I ever came face to face with a lion and no cage.  A few years back, we
were in the Denver Zoo, I believe and they had swimming tigers.  I was looking into their pen, but saw no tiger. 
Next to me was a zoo keeper who was also looking into the cage.  I asked him, where’s the tiger?  And he
replied, as his eyes darted from one place to another, “I don’t know.  We didn’t think there was a hiding spot.” 
All of a sudden, our adventure was a little more adventurous.  They thought he was above a rock, just out of
view, but they weren’t sure.  We did not see the tiger all day, but we did keep our eyes peeled.  How’s that one
line, Lions, tigers and bears, “Oh, my!”  Oh my indeed.  

But when John turns around to look. He is surprised to see not a lion, but a lamb. There in the midst of the
throne, and the four living creatures and the elders stood a Lamb as though it had been slain. This Lamb is also
Jesus. The Lamb of God that took away the sins of the world. In the Old Testament when a person sinned, they
would bring a lamb to the temple and sacrifice it in their own place. The priest would lay his hand on the man’s
head and on the head of the lamb and the man would know that the punishment that he deserved to receive was
being taken by the helpless innocent lamb. When Jesus Christ died on the cross, He became that lamb for us. He
took all the punishment that we deserve on Himself. In fact He took the punishment for the sins of the entire



world on Himself. This is what makes Jesus worthy to sit at the throne of judgement. He is the only one who has
loved the world so much to sacrifice Himself for us. He is the one who has poured out His mercy upon us and
given us every opportunity to escape judgment. Do you see how God's justice and mercy are always mixed
together? The Lamb of God has seven horns. This is a symbol of perfect power. Jesus has perfect power to save
you from sin and death. Whatever it might be that has you in bondage, Jesus has power to break you free of it.
He also has seven eyes, which we are told are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. Jesus died for
the sins of the world and therefore His salvation is good for anyone from any country or language in the earth. 
No one is too sinful, no one is too distant to be saved by Jesus Christ. God’s mercy is perfect.

Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the
Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. And they sang a
new song, saying: "You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have
redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, and have made us kings
and priests to our God; and we shall reign on the earth." Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels
around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten
thousand, and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice: "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive
power and riches and wisdom, and strength and honor and glory and blessing!" And every creature which is in
heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying:
"Blessing and honor and glory and power Be to Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, forever and ever!"
Then the four living creatures said, "Amen!" And the twenty-four elders fell down and worshiped Him who
lives forever and ever.

All of this from a lamb.  Now, when I think of lamb, I think weak.  I think docile.  I think, not that bright. 
Honestly.  If you would have told me that a lion was on the loose, I would freak out.  Kids can’t go outside. 
Now pretend that if I had been told, “Hey, there’s a lamb on the loose!”  Big fat hairy deal.  I’ve never heard
anyone say, “Pigmy goats, rabbits and lambs, Oh my!”  What kind of image is that, a lamb?  Of all the animals
to pick to represent omnipotence, power and glory, the lamb is the lamest of them all.  And that is when I get it. 
A lamb is vulnerable.  A lamb is defenseless.  It has no claws, no big teeth, it’s a surprise it’s lasted this long,
according to Darwin. But the power of God is just like that.  God opens himself up to us.  If we believe that God
is love, then we understand that God cannot force his will on us, he cannot control us, but like the days of ol’, he
offers himself to us.

In the end, who changes the world?  We can bomb someone into submission, but can we change their hearts? 
We can force our will on others, but we cannot change their minds.  Love and violence arent’s exactly
compatable.  How many times have you heard the phrase, “Me too” these past couple of weeks?  The beast uses
force to get His way.  The power of the Beast is violence and deception. The Beast makes war. The Lamb
conquers. Lamb power is stronger than violence and deception. Lamb power comes from mercy, love, justice
and truthful witness. The world is still dominated by Beast Power. What the world needs is Lamb Power.

In 1979, a 69 year old nun was surrounded by the most powerful people in the world, and for her lifetime of
service, received an award that was named after the inventor of dynamite and war munitions.  Of course, this
was mother Theresa, the saint of Calcutta - earning the Nobel Peace Prize.  You want to rule the world?  Beast
power.  You want to change the world?  You want to save the world?  Lamb power.  Worth is the Lamb who
was slain, holy holy is he.  And the family of God said, Amen.


