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Series: Micah 6
Sermon: To Love Justice

Micah 6:8  He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.   And what does the LORD require of you?  To act
justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.

Sermon:
I remember my mother once asked me to put the clothes from the washer to the dryer before I went to school.  I
did that.  That same day, I also remember being scolded by my mother for not starting the dryer.  Some days I’m
not that bright and to be honest, I didn’t think about that.  In my defense, I told her that she didn’t ask me to start
it, only to put the clothes in there.  My defense didn’t work.  But it did teach me something about responsibility. 
Sometimes, we are responsible for things beyond the letter of the law.  There are some days that I am cursed
with the ignorance that I had once showed.  We were at summer camp, and I caught several kids sword fighting
with Tiki lamp, utterly destroying them.  I intervened and asked, “What’s going on?”  And the response I got
was, “You never said that we couldn’t do this!”  Several years before that, we had a good old fashioned pillow
fight, two cabins going after each other.  Now, in my several decades of leading camps, we’ve only had to go to
the hospital twice.  Once was for a broken arm and then this time.  For the pillow fight, one of the kids put rocks
in his pillow case.  He charged for a girl without a pillow, but who was bigger and stronger than he was.  He
revved up for his swing, but before he could let loose, she grabbed the pillow case from him and wacked him
across his head, completely unaware of the rocks.  On the way to the hospital where he would be diagnosed with
a concussion, I asked him, “What in the world were you thinking?”  And he replied, “When you were going
over the rules, rocks and pillowcases were never addressed.”  I shouldn’t say it, but I didn’t feel sorry for him
one bit with his bump on his head.

If I were to try and cover every conceivable situation that would come up at camp, our rule time would last the
entire week.  We can’t cover every possible scenario that might appear.  We hope that with guidelines and
common sense, the week at camp will be fun and worry free.  But the real world needs more than guidelines and
common sense.  Wouldn’t that be nice if all we needed was just a few reminders about how we live together in
society?  I was at the capital a while back, I like to bother them when they are in session, and just to look at the
law library for our state!  Books upon books upon shelves upon shelves of all of the rules and regulations that
we have!  If every citizen had to read all of the laws that pertain to us, we’d go crazy!  And it’s all in lawyereze. 
They try and cover every possible scenario in the bills so there would be no confusion, and then it gets all
complicated and confusing.  OREGON LAWS:  Who thinks this stuff up?  You can insert your own lawyer joke
here if you want, it gets all complicated.  A guy walks into a bar and says “All lawyers are idiots.  You show me
a lawyer and I’ll show you an idiot.”  A guy at the end of the bar says, “Hey, I resent that.”  The first guy asks,
“Are you a lawyer?”  And the second guy says, “No, I’m an idiot.”  The laws were given to us to show us our
obligations as citizens, for our protection, for our rights.  We have to follow them, even if grudgingly.

Our scripture passage this morning is about the laws that Israel had to follow as God’s chosen people.  Micah
was a prophet.  Prophets give social commentary to the world around them, that’s what makes them prophets. 
We generally think that prophets foretell the future.  That might be a part of prophesying, but the main job of the
prophet is to shed Godly wisdom on the current circumstance.  To preach so that God’s will might be found in
light of their present condition.  Micah was a prophet around 700 BC, 700 hundred years before Christ.  By this
time, Israel had received the law from Moses, we’ve had King David and Solomon, and now we are in the time
of the kings, when Israel was ruled by a succession of rulers who mostly did not follow the tradition that was
given to them.  For the most part.  Israel had a whole lot of laws to follow.  You have a copy of their laws at



your house.  The first five books of the Bible, the Torah, are known as the law.  Rules and Regulations that
every good Israelite should follow.  By far the most important are the Ten Commandments.  But there are
hundreds of other laws as well.  These are obligations that they have to abide by.  You had to follow them.  At
the time of Micah, however, something happened.  There was a shift in thinking that compromised the integrity
of the law.  People forgot about the reasons they had laws in the first place, and put the emphasis on the law
itself.  Behind any law, there is a fundamental truth that we believe.  We believe in something, therefore it
becomes mandated in our laws.  We believe killing is wrong, so we have a law against it.  We believe in
protecting people’s rights and properties, so we have laws that do that.  But the people of Micah’s day and age
forgot about what the law represents and focused on the law itself, without the meaning behind the law.  And
the Lord takes up a case, in courtroom symbolics, against Israel.  It sounds like court documents, with the earth
and mountains as judge.  This is what it says, right before our passage that was read this morning:  The Lord
says, “Rise, plead your case before the mountains, let the hills hear your voice.  Hear, you mountains, the
controversy of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the earth; for the Lord has a controversy with his
people.”  (People’s Court music): Enter the Plaintiff, the Lord almighty.  And the Defendant, The nation of
Israel.  The plaintiff is accusing the defendant of not living up to the conventual agreement made on Mount
Siniah.  XX .  And of course, the verdict was already made before they went to court.  Defendant: Guilty.  And
the punishment?  What does Israel say to God?  “With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself
before God on high?  Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?  Will the Lord be
pleased with thousands of rams, with then thousands of rivers of oil?  Shall I give my firstborn for my
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”  With this language, Israel is trying to fulfil it’s
obligation.  It’s law-given sacrifice, mandated retribution.  It is trying to live up to the letter of the law.  But
that’s where God says NO!  Israel, you’re not quite getting it.  The law is there for a reason!  You are forgetting
the meaning of the law.  What does the Lord require of you?  To do justice.  To love kindness.  And to walk
humbly with your God.  This is the best wisdom of any of the prophets.  If you want to memorize any scripture
from the prophets, let it be this one.  What does the lord require?  Justice, kindness, and humility.  How does
this translate to us?  What does this mean for our congregation?  Our city?  Our nation?  When we think of the
law, we see obligations.  When we think of the Law, we think of what we shouldn’t do.  Almost all of our laws,
(almost) deal with things we shouldn’t do.  Even the ten commandments, thou shall not do this, thou shall not
do that.  But God looks at the flip side.  He isn’t interested in what we didn’t do as much as what we did do. 
Beyond the law.  Beyond the obligations.  And I think of that as responsibility.  Obligations are law mandated. 
Responsibility is what is morally right.  There is a difference.  If I see a crime on the street, I am under no
obligation to do anything, but I am responsible to do something.  Does that make sense?  If I see suffering in my
town, I am under no law to help out, but I am responsible to do what I can.  Millions are dying across the world,
and I have no obligation to send relief, but I am responsible for what happens in my world.  Wouldn’t that be an
interesting thought, if we were all held responsible for what goes on in the world.  And we would argue back
with God, “God, we had no obligations!  We did what we were required to do.”  And maybe, just maybe God
would answer, “Yes, you had no obligations, but couldn’t you have done something?”  You might have
followed the law, but did you fight for justice.  You might have not done any bad things, but did you love
kindness?  You might have kept in line, but did you walk humbly with your God?  We judge ourselves on the
bad things we do not do.  God looks at the good things we might have done.

In his book, Serving God, Ben Patterson tells this story: It might sound a little sexist, but note that this story is
several generations old.  Once upon a time a woman was married to a perfectionist husband.  No matter what his
wife did for him, it was never enough.  At the beginning each day, he would make out his list of chores for her
to do, and at the end of each day, he would scrutinize it to make sure she had done all that she was supposed to
do.  The best compliment she ever received was a disinterested grunt if she finished everything.  She grew to
hate her husband.  When he died unexpectedly, she was embarrassed to admit to herself that she was relieved. 
Within a year of her husband’s death, she met a warm and loving man who was everything her former husband
was not.  They fell deeply in love with each other and were married.  Every day they spent together seemed
better than the day before.  One afternoon, as she was cleaning out boxes in the attic, a crumpled piece of paper



caught her eye.  It was one of the old chore lists that her first husband used to make out for her.  In spite of her
discomfort, she couldn’t help reading it again.  To her shock and amazement she discovered that, without even
thinking about it, she was now doing for her new husband all the things she used to hate to do for her old
husband.  Her new husband never once suggested that she do any of these things.  But she was doing them
anyway - because she loved him.

Why do we follow the law and show love to those around us?  Because God first loved us.  We are not obligated
to love others, but we are responsible to do what we can.  And if the mountains and earth have to judge us, many
we be found to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God.  Amen.


