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Series: Membership Vows
Sermon: We will support each other with our Presence

Exodus 40:1-8, 33-38
Then the Lord said to Moses:  “Set up the tabernacle, the tent of meeting, on the first day of the
first month.  Place the ark of the covenant law in it and shield the ark with the curtain.  Bring in
the table and set out what belongs on it. Then bring in the lampstand and set up its lamps.  Place
the gold altar of incense in front of the ark of the covenant law and put the curtain at the entrance
to the tabernacle.

“Place the altar of burnt offering in front of the entrance to the tabernacle, the tent of meeting; 
place the basin between the tent of meeting and the altar and put water in it.  Set up the courtyard
around it and put the curtain at the entrance to the courtyard.

Then Moses set up the courtyard around the tabernacle and altar and put up the curtain at the
entrance to the courtyard. And so Moses finished the work.

Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 
Moses could not enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the
Lord filled the tabernacle.

In all the travels of the Israelites, whenever the cloud lifted from above the tabernacle, they
would set out;  but if the cloud did not lift, they did not set out—until the day it lifted.  So the
cloud of the Lord was over the tabernacle by day, and fire was in the cloud by night, in the sight
of all the Israelites during all their travels.

Hebrews 10:24-25 
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds,  not giving up
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the
more as you see the Day approaching.

Sermon
This month, we are digging deeper into the membership vows we took as a part of belonging to a
United Methodist Church.  Our church has a promise to us to help us along our faith journey, and
we have promises back to the church, such as we promise to uphold it with our prayers, our
presence, our gifts, our service, our witness.  Say them with me.  Prayers.  Presence.  Gifts. 
Service.  Witness.  Good job.  I’ll be honest.  I’m not looking forward to this sermon.  It’s a bit
dodgy in parts.  If I were you, I’d put on your skeptical ears for the next 10 minutes or so.  Why’s
that?  I don’t do guilt very well.  I’m not a fire and brimstone kind of preacher.  And this topic of
church attendance has a bit of a judgmental tone to it.  The pastor is going to say stuff like, you



ought to, you should, why don’t you.  And it puts us ill at ease.  And it really doesn’t make sense,
the pastor is preaching about the importance of church attendance to those who happen to be
attending church on that day!  What’s the old phrase, Preaching to the Choir?  So just be warned,
that even though I’m preaching - I don’t want to sound preachy.

The truth is, when you drove to church today two out of every three of your neighbors chose not
to. On an average Sunday, 2/3 of all Americans will find something else to do rather than go to
church, interestingly enough many of these claim to believe the same things you believe. In fact, I
was surprised to learn that 2/3 of the Americans who do not attend church believe in God,
believe that Jesus Christ is the son of God, believe in heaven, and pray to God.

But the fact of the matter is, the average American comes to church three times in his life: when
they are born they come to be sprinkled, when they are married they walk down the aisle of a
church and let a preacher perform the ceremony; then of course, when they die, the funeral often
is held in the church.   Not so much in Oregon, but in other places that’s the general rule.  People
come to church three times: when they are hatched, matched, and dispatched. The first time you
throw water on them, the second time rice, the third time dirt.

I have a confession to make.  I didn’t always go to church.  Something’s wrong: I didn’t hear
enough gasps.  I didn’t always go to church. <Gasp> I grew up in a small town.  300 people.  3
churches.  The Methodists, the Missouri Synod Lutherans, and a fairly conservative community
church that made the Lutherans seem like a happy bunch.  We went to the Methodists because we
liked the easy going, not everyone’s going to hell kind of attitude that the other churches took.  If
someone in the town either got married or died, the other churches didn’t help out unless they
were members - but the Methodists did.  And if you missed a few Sundays, they didn’t get all
uptight about things.  And every few years, we’d get a new pastor.  Sometimes a young pastor
just out of seminary, sometimes an old pastor right before their retirement and they were
counting the days.  And our family did the unthinkable.  We went to church when we liked the
pastor, we didn’t go to church when we didn’t like the pastor.  I know that it’s wrong, and I’m
sure that none of you would ever ever do that.  Even though I was baptized as a baby and went to
Confirmation in 7  grade, we never really made great efforts to get involved.  I was never in ath

Christmas pageant, we certainly never did mission trips or service projects.  I didn’t do
Commencement as a senior.  I did mow the church lawn in high school.  I got about 15 bucks
each time for doing it - hired by the head of trustees.  When I went to college and gave that up, I
found out that he actually got 30 bucks for each mowing - and paid me 15 for doing it - I didn’t
realize I was a sub-contractor and he pocketed the difference.

When I got to college, I needed to find a job.  College is expensive.  I needed some place to get
around 30 hours in a week.  I wasn’t lucky enough as some of my friends who didn’t have to
work through college, but that was my lot.  First day of school, driving in, I got applications at
Walgreens and Popeyes, and I parked at the school for my first classes.  I left the applications on
the dash in my truck with the windows rolled down.  It’s August in Nebraska - 100 degree days. 
After classes, I came back out, and lo and behold the wind had blown the applications out the
windows and they were gone.  I went back into one of the college buildings - I figured I’d go
back to those establishments after afternoon classes, and ran into a professor I had just met.  He



taught music at the University, but he also ran the music program for a 4,000 member Methodist
Church - one I had never heard of - because I wasn’t the greatest Methodist at the time.  Turns
out, he said, they have a part time 30 hour a week position available mostly evenings and
weekends.  Part secretary, part janitor, part custodian, part security.  They had a ton of
evening/weekend events and classes and needed someone to open up doors, answer the phones,
and be a contact - as well as clean up the preschool rooms.  I took the job - even though it would
mean no free drumsticks from Popeyes.  The job fit like a glove.  I liked them, they liked me.  I
even got involved with the youth program.  It was a great year.  I even kept the job over the next
summer, when school was out.  But I also got a summer job at a Kawasaki plant on the jet ski
assembly line - then raced over to the evening job at the church.  Again, gotta pay for school. 
Sophmore year, back to classes and the evening church gig.  The following summer, 1993, I
learned about a paid internship at the church - working with the junior highers.  I wouldn’t have
to go back to the assembly line!  The youth pastor recommended me, and I applied.  And I didn’t
get the job.  I didn’t get the job, even though I was the only one who applied.  The senior pastor
was the one who shot me down.  I was still cool to have the evening/weekend job, just not the
internship.  I sat around at home for a few days, not wanting to go back to Kawasaki.  And later
that week, I got a call from the youth pastor, asking if I still wanted the job.  No one else had
applied - but I needed to sit down with the senior pastor.  I went in that day and sat in his office. 
I asked him, why didn’t I get the job?  Was it qualifications?  Was it age?  Was it my non-
existant criminal record?  Was it the fact that one has to be crazy to want to work with junior
high?  And he told me it was my church attendance.  I worked there for almost 2 years and not
once did I ever attend a service.  How was I to teach and help kids in the church if I didn’t ever
make an effort to go myself? He knew my character and my integrity, but didn’t know where I
stood with the Lord.  And he offered a deal.  Starting now, if you come to church religiously (pun
intended), I could have the internship.  And I took it.  A year later, I got the call to go into
ministry, despite my introverted I hate speaking in front of crowds personality.  The following
year went to seminary and three years later, became a pastor.  Not missing a church service in all
that time save two - the day after we got married, and the day a blizzard closed every church in
the state.  And those were back to back Sundays.

And I’ll be honest.  Worship has truly changed my life.  More than Popeyes ever could.  Most
people don’t learn the stories of our faith without worship.  Most people don’t know how or
when to pray without worship.  The songs of our faith come alive and real at worship.  Real
relationships and fellowship come with worship.  Yes, you can worship anywhere - outdoors, at
your special place in the world, in the garden, in the kitchen, holding your grandchild - but
worship is more than that.  It’s participating in bringing about the Kingdom of God in a
community of faith.  

There are strong reasons why you, and I, should come to church regularly.  These will be fast, so
hold on.

#1; It Is What Jesus Did.  Luke 14:6 says, "Jesus went back to Nazareth, where he'd been brought
up and as usual he went to the meeting place on the Sabbath." The Bible tells us that "as usual" or
another translation of the Bible says "as was His custom" Jesus went to the place of worship.  If
anyone shouldn’t have to go to church, it would be Jesus.  He knows everything already.   This is



in keeping with obeying one of the Ten Commandments which is, "Observe the Sabbath by
keeping it holy." When we say we are followers of Christ, we're supposed to do what Jesus has
done. What would Jesus do? Jesus would go to church and we as followers of Christ should do
the same. If we take seriously our followership of Christ, then we should go to church regularly. 
Is it our custom?

#2; It Is a Good Habit.  Hebrews 10:25 says, "Some people have gotten out of the habit of
meeting for worship. But we must not do that. We should keep on encouraging each other,
especially since you know that the day of the Lord's coming is getting closer." The Bible says to
us there is a good habit of regularly going to church. Most of the time when we think of habits
we think bad habits but there are good habits. Some have developed the bad habit of missing
church. Maybe you've gotten out of the habit or maybe you have yet to develop the habit of
regular church attendance. Sunday morning offers a lot of options. It offers the sleep-in option, it
offers a brunch option, it offers the read the Sunday paper option, and it offers all kinds of
options having to do with recreation. Good habits bless your life and produce positive results.
When you practice the good habit of regular church attendance you reap some very good
outcomes.

#3; It Is a Positive Example.  Going to church is a positive example. When you go each Sunday,
you're setting an example. You are setting an example that other people notice.  It is an example
that becomes an inspiration for others. People who are trying to make their lives better, people
who want a positive change are going to be impacted by an example of someone who is
committed to regular church attendance. For those of you who are married, it's a positive
example to your spouse. For those of you that have children, it's an absolutely positive example
for your kids to know that on Sunday you go to church.   Its what we do.  For the people around
you, whether it's your friends or your co-workers, whether it's your family, when they see that
you have a commitment that is leading you to living a better life - that is a positive example that
other people can follow.

#3; It Is Important for Fellowship.  Look again at what the Bible says, "Some have gotten out of
the habit. We should not do that. We should keep on encouraging each other." The church is an
encouraging place. We all need encouragement. Life is hard. Life is difficult. We all run into
various kinds of challenges; health problems, financial issues, conflict within our families. We
have an opportunity to encourage one another and that is part of what church is about. Sunday
service is where fellowship begins. Being in classes, groups and serving is where you get to
know people on a deeper level. But it starts on Sunday; the launching point to fellowship and
community is in church services. Every Sunday that you come, there are going to be people who
are looking for you, wondering if you're there. People will miss you. And the longer and more
consistently you come, the more you will be missed. Because the more that you are in church, the
more you are involved, the more people miss you and notice that you're not around. It is a
marvelous thing to be a part of a local church it is like having a much larger family.

#4; It Is Essential for Growth  It is absolutely essential for spiritual growth to regularly attend
church. I have this phrase, "The service you miss is the service you need." Each service is
tailored and designed to maximize your Sunday worship so that you can leave with the best



possible spiritual experience.   I want you to leave Sunday morning in a better place than when
you came in.  You can praise and worship God and you can learn things that you didn't know
before. You will be challenged. You're going to be motivated. Church is where you will be
inspired to go higher than you've gone, to live a life that is godlier and greater than you've been
living, to sync your life up with Jesus and His purpose and plan for your life. You will come to
understand why you're here on this earth: to serve, to give and to love.

Don't come occasionally to church. Don't just come when you feel like it. Make regular church
attendance a priority and let it be a good habit that becomes a part of who you are. Nothing does
more for your spiritual health than regularly being in church. Being in a church service is
irreplaceable. It is a moment in time and once it's gone, it's gone forever. There will always be
competition for your time and other things that you could do on a Sunday.

I look back to the Israelites.  Moses just freed them from Slavery and they were heading into the
promised land.  And we had an interesting portion of scripture this morning - how to make the
Tabernacle.  How to make the church.  I just put a portion of the passages in there, to get a taste. 
And it dawned on me - they worried about this before they put into place how to pray.  How to
help and serve each other.  Before how to care for the widow and the orphan.  Before how are we
going to eat.  It starts with worship.  And worship leads you all into the other areas of serving and
caring and healing and teaching and everything else we do as a church.  Matter of fact, we may
even put a little love and TLC into our worship space next year, we’ll see how the budge looks. 
But it all starts with worship.  We’re going to close out the sermon with a short video.  About a
Doctor who was compelled, by his wife, to go to worship.  And he went reluctantly.  But in the
end, it ended up being one of the most meaningful decisions he ever made.  And it starts with
worship.  Let’s take a look.  


