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Series: CROSSWORDS - The Last Sayings of Christ
Easter Sermon: It is Finished!

John 19:30b, 38-42  
Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly
because he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s permission, he came and took the body away. 39 He was
accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of
myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds.  40 Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the
spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. 41 At the place where Jesus was
crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. 42 Because it
was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.

Luke 24:1-8 
On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went
to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they entered, they did not find the
body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like
lightning stood beside them. 5 In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men
said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how
he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of
sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’ ” 8 Then they remembered his words.

Sermon
It is finished.  Finite.  Fine.  I’m done with it.  I’ve had it.  No more.  Have you ever said that?  These words can
mean, “Over with. It is over and done with.” Think of a frown, think of a feeling of depression and deep blue
sadness. During our lifetime, we all have experiences with “It is finished. It is over and done with.  Thank God
that’s over!”   Have you ever traveled cross country?  Coast to coast?  You start smelling like McDonalds after 4
days in the car.  You finally reach your destination, and It is finished!  Thank God that’s over! It might be a
divorce after a rocky marriage.  It’s finished.  Thank God that’s over!  I have a friend in Boot camp.  After 6
weeks of basic, it’s finished.  Thank God that’s over!  The same thing can happen with a job. We receive our
pink slip from wherever and we know that we are to be fired, laid off, out of the job, dumped. The job is now
finished, all over, over and done with.  A friend had that experience, he was brought into the boss who said,
“Steve, I have no idea how we would ever run this company without you, but on Monday, we’re going to try.” 
Ouch.  It is finished.

Sometimes the phrase can be used to describe a ball game.  Rooting for the teams in the tourny, there is a time
when you finally understand that there is no way your team could come back.  You go from a tied ball game, to
you’re behind, and it could be tough, to you’re really behind, and there’s a teeny-tiny bit of hope, and you cross
a threshold to it’s hopeless.  We’re going to lose.  Just get a rebound, Oregon.  The buzzer goes off.  It is
finished.

When my step grandfather passed away, that’s how we got the call.  He had been on hospice for months, and we
had traveled out to see him several times when we “got the call”, and he would do something surprising and



keep on living.  Which is great!  More time with grandpa.  We eventually called it a “case of the lingers”.  But
then one morning we got another call and mom just said, “It is finished”, and she didn’t have to explain.

We are finishing up a sermon series on the last words of Christ on the Cross.  And today are his last words, It is
finished.  These words, it is finished, is associated with the end of the life of Christ and those words mean, “over
and done with.” 

Let me give you three examples from the Bible of folks who said about Jesus, it is finished.  The Romans
finished Jesus off and killed one more revolutionary. The Roman Empire was the most powerful political force
on earth for three hundred years.  The Roman Empire built arches and aqueducts, armies and armadas, and they
ruled ruthlessly, stomping out all opposition. Throughout the conquered nations, there were always counter-
revolutionaries for the Romans to extinguish. There were political fires to be put out. In the year 6 AD, in
Galilee, the Romans killed 2,000 revolutionaries. Two decades after Jesus died, the Romans eliminated another
3,000 revolutionaries. A few years after that they would burn Jerusalem to the ground.  And Jesus, he was one
more revolutionary to be eliminated from the face of the earth. The Romans killed Jesus and finished Jesus and
finished the Jesus movement. As far as the Romans were concerned, it was all over. Finished and done with. 
Thank Jupiter that’s over with.

The Jewish leaders also thought it was finished, all over, over and done with. The Jewish leaders assumed that
Jesus was dead and the Jesus movement was dead. The Jewish leaders had agitated the crowd into a riot, had
falsely accused Jesus, and gotten the Roman ruler, Pontius Pilate, to condemn Jesus by execution. Jesus had
attacked their temple, their sacrifices, their places of privileged authority. It was now finished. The job was
done. Jesus and the Jesus movement were dead. It was finished and done with.  Thank Yahweh that’s over with.

The disciples thought Jesus and the Jesus movement was finished, over and done with. Their leader had been
killed on a cross, and now they would grieve and go back to their occupations and jobs: fishermen, tax
collectors, or whatever.  It’s finished.  Time to go home.

So “it is finished” mean that the Roman leaders, the Jewish leaders and the disciples thought Jesus was finished,
over and done with.  This is how I read Jesus’ words back in the day.  It is finished, and he lowered his head and
gave up his Spirit.  The end.  Finished.  Or as my grandfather would say in German, “Kaput.”  

But, “It is finished” can also have another meaning. It is accomplished. It is accomplished, fulfilled, completed.
Then one puts an exclamation point after the phrase. It is accomplished. The job is done. The work is complete.
This calls for a victory celebration, high fiving all the people around. And then, the mood of the phrase is quite
different than we have been talking about in the first part of the sermon with the pessimism of “it is over and
done with.”

A runner after a race, crosses the finish line - tired but proud.  It’s finished!  I did it!  A mother who just gave
birth, holding their new born baby.  It’s finished, I did it!  Same phrase, It is finished, but the mood is positive
and triumphant. A student graduates from high school or college and says after the ceremony: “I finished. I got
the degree.”  Or, you plan a big wedding and the wedding is pulled off, and when everyone is gone and the
mother and father fall into the sofa in exhaustion, they high five and say, “It is finished. We pulled it off. What a
great party we had.” Or when you finally finish your taxes and have filled in all the numbers and have added
your signature, you say to yourself, “It is finished. I accomplished the job. I got the taxes done.” So the mood of
the statement, It is finished, can be exclamatory and victorious.

It is with this mood of victory and exclamation that we hear these words from the lips of Jesus, “It is finished!!!”



His final words on earth, according to the Gospel of John, are not: “O shucks. It is over. Over and done with.
End of life.  Close the book on that.” No, not at all. The mood is just the opposite. When Jesus said, It is
finished, the Greek words mean, “It is accomplished!!! I have done the job that God gave me to do. Yes, it is
accomplished. God’s will has been accomplished in my life.”  Jesus personified love throughout his whole life;
he personified love in his teachings; he personified love in his miracles. and at the end of his life, Jesus
personified God’s love by dying on the cross that others might live. And so as Jesus died, he said triumphantly,
It is finished. I accomplished what God gave me to do in this world.

So what is the message this Easter?  It is finished.  Not the end of his life.  Not the movement of love and
forgiveness.  But it is the end of hopeless and even death itself!  That’s what’s finished!  That’s what’s ending! 
Easter comes and we discover that we have nothing to fear - not even death wins in the end.  Where, o Death, is
your victory?  Where o Death, is your sting?  Nicodemous and Joseph of Aramathia, cowering in the darkness,
can now find courage.  The Disciples, hiding in the upper room, find joy in their master’s return.  Mary
Magdalene, carrying bitter herbs and embalming fluid can now dance and find joy.  What’s finished?  Where
people put a period, God put a comma.  The story isn’t done.  You can’t keep a good man down.
In the gospel of John, written by a man who was an eyewitness, who was standing at the very foot of the cross,
we hear Jesus’ last words and the spirit of those words was triumphant, a strong finale, when Jesus concluded
his life by saying, “It is finished!  It is accomplished!”

Do me a favor.  I’m going to say what Jesus defeated, and I want you to say, “It is finished”.  Got that?  Let’s try
it out.

Our Hopelessness . . .It is finished!
Our Fear . . .It is finished!  Hey, I don’t believe you, shout it out!
Our Despair . . .it is finished!
Our Darkness . . .it is finished!
The Finality of Death . . .It is finished!
Winter . . .It is finished!
Our Hate . . .It is finished!
Our Judgmental Attitude . . .It is finished!
Our Bitterness . . .It is finished!
Our Jealousies . . .It is finished!
Our Brokenness . . .It is finished!
This Sermon . . .It is finished!

And the family of God, said, AMEN!


