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Series: In the Wilderness
Sermon: Be Strong and Courageous

Joshua 1:1-9
After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide: “Moses2 

my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am
about to give to them—to the Israelites. I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised3 

Moses. Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, the Euphrates—all the4 

Hittite country—to the Mediterranean Sea in the west. No one will be able to stand against you all the days of5 

your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. Be strong and6 

courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to give them.

“Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it7 

to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. Keep this Book of the Law always on8 

your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will
be prosperous and successful. Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not9 

be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.”

Sermon
This week, my three kids found out who their teachers are going to be for this school year.  And there was some
rejoicing.  And there was some weeping and gnashing of teeth.  Yes, this one!  No, not this one!  It’ll be fine. 
They’re all good.  You’ll live.  Maybe they’ll be better than your last teacher.  Maybe they won’t match up to
your last teaching, but you’ll be fine.  Your teachers change from time to time.  Your bosses change from time
to time.  Your presidents change from time to time.  Your doctors change from time to time.  This year we
found out that our doctor is moving!  No you can’t do that to us!  We also found out our dentist is retiring.  No,
you can’t do that to us!  Your I get that in my job every now and then.  When I walk down to the Heritage
Room, I see the old photos of the previous pastors who have guided this church for the last 179 years.  And their
eyes and their old-timey beards say, This church has been around for over 179 years - older than Oregon City
itself!  Older than Oregon itself.  20 years before the Civil War.  It has survived world wars, fire and flood for
close to two centuries.  DON’T MESS THIS UP!  No pressure.  And you think to yourself, can I measure up?  I
look at our last pastor, Gerri.   Oh, he had a heart for people.  He exuded pastoral care and love and generosity. 
If I were in the hospital, I would rather have him visit me than me visit me.  And Pastor Gary before that, oh, he
saw this church through some tough times.  He was a teacher, an engineer.  Knew how to organize and mobilize
and inspire.   Their eyes are also on that wall watching me.  How do you measure up?

Joshua is in an unenvious position. Can you imagine having to fill the shoes of Moses? Taking the place of a
man...who could speak to God through a burning bush...cast down his rod, and have it turn into a snake, and
then retrieve it, and find it a rod again. Can you imagine being the predecessor of a man that could stretch out
his rod, and divide the Red Sea....a man that could bring water out of a rock when the people were dying from
thirst?  A man that could speak face to face with God?  Not only that, but Joshua now finds himself the leader of
a group of people known for murmuring, complaining, backsliding...and wishing they were back where they
came from. God now looks at Joshua..and says “You the Man”. There are yet things to accomplish...Moses had
led the children of Israel out of Egyptian bondage, and through many precarious situations...but now there is the
“land of promise” still to be claimed - maybe one of the hardest parts of the whole journey!  Jericho still stands
in front of them.  The inhabitants of the land still must be defeated, and dislodged.



How will Joshua manage to do this ? What does Joshua need in order to fulfil this awesome task ?  Does he
have what it takes to accomplish this impossible task?  No.  He doesn’t.  And neither did Moses.  It wasn’t
Moses’ power that did all of the wonders in Egypt or got them thru thus far.  God does not call the equipted.  He
equips the called.  In short, Joshua will find out along the way how God will use him, if he but listens.

In this chapter of Joshua 1,  God instructs Joshua three times to “be strong, and be courageous”.  Maybe this is
God’s psych up speech to Joshua, he has to hear it three times!  Be strong and courageous!  Be strong and
courageous, be strong and courageous!  Maybe Joshua didn’t see in him what God saw in him.  Maybe you
don’t see in you what God sees in you.  Hmmmm.

Such easy instructions - be strong and courageous....but how is he to be strong, and courageous ?

Here’s a story of a brave man: There was a man who bragged that he had cut off the tail of a man-eating lion
with his pocket knife.   A pocket knife!  The bravery!  Asked why he hadn’t cut off the lion’s head, the man
replied: “Someone had already done that.”  Ok, not that brave.

It’s easy sometimes to be cocky, and pretend to be brave..but what Joshua needed was true bravery, and courage.
God not only directs Joshua to be “strong, and courageous”..but he dictates to him how to be so.  To live the
kind of Life that God wants us to in the society that we live in...we too need courage the way that Joshua
did.....Sometimes its hard to be strong, and courageous.  Notice how the strong and courageous is tied up in
Holy living.  Be careful to follow my law, be righteous, do not stray left or right, but walk that straight and
narrow.  And you will find courage.

Courage.  One summer evening, during a violent thunderstorm, a mother was tucking her small boy into bed.
She was about to turn off the light when he asked with a tremor in his voice, “Mommy, will you sleep with me
tonight?” The mother smiled and gave him a reassuring hug. “You need to have courage, little one.  And
besides, I have to sleep with Daddy.” A long silence was broken at last by a shaken little voice saying, “The big
sissy.”

Let’s take a quick look at how Joshua could be “strong, and courageous...and how we can as well.

What’s the first lesson?  How did Joshua find strength and courage?  He was standing on the promises.  Turn to
your neighbor and say, Stand on the Promise.  What an awesome promise ! Though God’s servant Moses is
deceased...his plans, and promises are the same.  The promise didn’t die with Moses.  The God of Moses is the
God of Joshua....and He is the God of You!  He makes his promises, he keeps them. If Joshua is to be “strong,
and courageous” he must stand upon the promises of the word of God. If we are to accomplish what God calls
us, and instructs us to do...we as well must stand on the promises....the problem is many saints are sitting on the
premises instead of standing on the promises.

Lesson two:  Sense the Presence. Verse 5, from the King James, “....as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee:
I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.”  How can Joshua lead with confidence, how can he confront the battles
that lie ahead ? He can because the same God that was with Moses is with him. A God that will not forsake, and
one that will not fail. Every place that the sole of his foot touched was to become their land....and every step that
Joshua took God was with him.  Today, if we are children of God, he has promised never to leave us nor to
forsake us. He not only is with us...but is in us.

And Lesson three:  Stay on the Path: Verse 7;  If Joshua is to be “strong, and courageous” he must stay the
path...he must not turn...he must not compromise...he must not become distracted....he must not become
detoured from what the will of God is. He must stay the path set before him. Faithfulness is the key.  God even
tells him to be careful!  Faithfulness leads to contentment and joy.  It surprises me when some people don’t find



the joy they want in life, and they ask Where was God, and yet live their lives in antithisis of God’s Will.

But stay in the game.  Keep being faithful to God.  Stay on the path.  When Ralph Houk was manager of the
New York Yankees, baseball schedules were even more exacting than they are now, with double-headers almost
every week. Occasionally a player would get sick of the grind and approach Houk, asking for permission to sit
out a game.  “I know how you feel,” the manager would say genially. “Sure, take the day off, But do me a favor.
You’re in the starting lineup. Just play one inning. Then skip the rest of the game.”  The player would honor
Houk’s request—and almost invariably get caught up in the spirit of the game and play it out to the end.
Sometimes we’re going to get tired of the grind...feel like giving up.....feel like giving in....but we must stay the
path until the end.

God blesses faithfulness! Compromise leads to chaos....distractions often lead to destruction...but faithfulness
leads to fulfillment. Are we being faithful...or is it possible that we’ve gotten off the path that God has called us
to follow?

And the last lesson: Start the Process. Tell you’re neighbor, lets get started.  It wasn’t read today, but in verse
11, right after God tells Joshua three times to be strong and courageous, he actually goes!  Verse 11: Joshua tells
the Israelites, “Prepare your provisions; for in three days you are to cross over the Jordan, to go in to take
possession of the land that the Lord your God had promised.”  What God had told Joshua would have been no
good if Joshua would have not actually do what God called him to do!  In this verse, Joshua begins the process.
The transfer of leadership has taken place...Joshua believes what God has said..and begins to demonstrate it. He
begins his journey of bravery and courage.

It is not enough simply to know the word of God.  We stand on his Promises. We need to sense his presence, we
stay on the path, and we put into action what he tells us to do. Joshua now begins that process. He takes
action....he begins the task of moving forward.  How about us? We’ve heard the word of God, stand on the
promise, sensed his presence, stayed on the path, but are we still just sitting? What are we waiting for?  There is
ground to cover, battles to be won, jobs that are unfinished, ministry to do, love to give, lives to transform,
people to forgive, widows and orphans to care for, homeless to shelter.  So let us give ourselves a little psych up
speech!  When I say, Be Strong, you say, Be Courageous.  Be Strong. <Be courageous>; Be Strong!! <Be
courageous>.  BE STRONG!!!!  Be courageous.  And the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go. 
And the family of God said, AMEN.


