
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 7, 2021 

In yesterday’s heavy rain, two trucks 

pulled up to our church and stopped 

out front.  Twelve men jumped out of 

the vehicles and began to undress and 

change clothes under our 

portico.  Naturally, we inside the 

building popped out to ask their intent 

and purpose.  (This was when the 

HOPE food pantry was in full 

swing).  Turns out, they were a railroad 

work detail off to get the derailed train 

back onto the tracks.  You may have 

heard that a train derailed north of 

Canby close to South End 

Road.  Driving by, they noticed our 

covered porch and decided it was 

better to change into their heavy duty 

work clothes under our roof than out in 

the downpour by the River.  We were 

happy to oblige. 

A train out of control is a scary 

prospect.  The movie “Silver Streak” 

with Gene Wilder and Richard Pryor 

came out when I was a small 

child.  The ending scene (spoilers, but 

the movie is 45 years old) has the train 

crashing through the train station.  For 

whatever reason, the stage where the 

train went through reminded that 3 year 

old child of the local Piggly-Wiggly 

Grocery store and I wouldn’t go in 

there for a month without freaking out 

and flaying about - to the dismay of my 

mother trying to get groceries. 

A train out of control can cause a lot of 

damage.  And when it hops the rails, 

it’s time to set things straight. 

I feel like we’ve hopped the rails.  This 

train has been going out of control for a 

while now.  No matter your politics, 

yesterday’s scene at the Capitol was 

an embarrassing, shameful and horrific 

testimony to where we’ve come thus 

far. 

We’ve gone off the rails in our public 

discourse. 

We’ve gone off the rails in the 

relevance of truth. 

We’ve gone off the rails in what really 

matters. 

And it’s time to put things right.  To put 

this train back on the tracks and get it 

moving again in the right 

direction.  Sure, we can argue about 

destination and policy and how we’re 

going to get there and the engineer in 

charge will change every now and then 

- but a train out of control can cause a 

lot of damage. 

And I’m happy to help those who are 

working to make things right. 

 

See you in virtual Church this Sunday! 

Pastor Mike 

 

      PS: Piggly-Wiggly’s don’t 

      scare me anymore, but 

      maybe its because the 

      closest one is in Minnesota! 
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Upper Room Devotionals 
January/February issue of the Upper 

Room Devotional is now available. If 

you are not able to pick up a copy at 

the church, you may request to have 

a copy mailed to you. 

 

Birthdays 

SHUMAKER, LORI  01/02 

FOURIER, DONNA 01/03 

BEASLEY, JOHN  01/04 

RANEY, GRETCHEN  01/04 

SPRAGUE, LUCUS  01/04 

SCHULT, CHARLES  01/10 

REAMER, OWEN  01/12 

BEVENS, BONNIE  01/15 

FLINT, KATE  01/17 

SCHULT, VIVIAN  01/18 

BENSON, KAREN  01/21 

DIFRANCO, MADISON  01/21 

FRICHTL, BRUCE  01/22 

FINCK, GRACIE  01/27 

MCGRAW, DANI  01/27 

MYERS, JANE  01/29 

 

In loving Memory 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

With heavy hearts, the Buttolph family 
regrets to announce the passing of our beloved 

Velma Buttolph. Her love for life, sense of 
humor and kind heart will be deeply missed. 

 

 
 
 
 

Velma Buttolph 
February 14, 1931 – December 31, 2020 

To everyone at your congregation and that donated for the 

families this last Christmas, my family and I want to thank 

you for all the generosity, thoughtfulness, and love you 

have our family this year and the one before. I much more 

to say, but will end it by saying GOD IS GOOD, keep faith 

human mankind, Happy New Year and God Bless! 

 

You’ve Got Mail 
 

The Advent Mailbox has been 

packed away for the year and a 

few people still have Christmas 

cards needing to be picked-up 

from the church office. 
 

Thank you! 
 

 Rick & Julie Durst 
 Connie Emerson  
 Marsha Caldwell 
 Steve & Cami Heckert 

   
   

    

    

 
 

 

Church Council Meeting 
Our next Church Council meeting is scheduled for January 
12th, at 6:30 p.m. via zoom.  If you have any items for the 
agenda, let me know.  If you have documents to share, 
email them to me so I can "share screen" if necessary. 
 
Zoom link:     https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83442649136 
 
Thanks for all you do! 
Pastor Mike 

 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83442649136

