
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Dear friends and family of OCUMC: 
 
An office worker in a San Francisco company applied for a job with a government 
agency in Washington.  While waiting for a reply, the head of the agency heard about 
him from a mutual friend and, circumventing the normal hiring channels, offered him 
the job.  A month later, the man was working in Washington in his new job.  A month 
after that, a letter was forwarded to him from his old address in San Francisco.  It 
contained his original application for the job he now had - but it also came with a 
rejection letter.  The letter said the agency regretfully turned him down for the job 
because of his lack of qualifications.  Looking more closely, the man found that he 
signed the letter himself. 
 
Are you ever surprised where you are, despite your lack of qualifications or inner 
doubt?   Truth be told, sometimes I preach on a Sunday, there is a little voice that goes 
on inside my head on occasion.  “You’re horrible at public speaking” “You just said the 
stupidest thing”. "That didn't work." "That was no good." "Why don't you hang it up" 
kind of thing. That is what goes on and I am so thankful that the task of preaching is not 
just to be eloquent; it's to point people to Jesus Christ as the center of life, no matter 
how well or poorly it is done.  
 

But we can do that with every aspect of life.  Our families, our faith, our job, how we look at 
ourselves.  But through it all, even if we feel unworthy, God still loves us.  In Matthew 10:39, 
Jesus says, “Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find 
it.”  Jesus is unlocking a great mystery. If we get a death grip on our lives—on the things we 
love and value and want—we will find it all slipping through our fingers. Life is fragile and 
unpredictable, and we simply do not have enough control to make sure everything goes 
exactly according to plan. But Jesus flips it. (He does that a lot.) He says that if we want to 
hold on to our lives, we have to let go. We have to give up control and let Him be in charge. 
We have to loosen our grip on our own plans and let Him take the wheel. 
 
The evil one would like nothing better than for us to dwell in our sinful nature, our inadequacies, our failures and never 
embrace Christ.  He wants us to doubt every step of the way because he knows that faith sets us free.  So if you think you’re 
a nobody - remember that God thinks you’re a SOMEBODY.  And loves you just the way you are! 
 
See you in virtual worship! 
 
Pastor Mike 
 
 

 

NORRIS, SARAH  04/04 

SALTENBERGER, ANGELA  04/04 

FLOREY, RICK  04/09 

FINCK, JOSH 04/12 

FOURIER, MARVIN  04/13 

RICE, ZACH  04/19 

PALMER, RILEY  04/20 

SHAVER, YOLANDA  04/20 

FINCK, COLE  04/21 

SUTTON, VIVIAN  04/25 

FOGLE, JANA  04/29 
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Mission Possibilities for YOU 
While we are all striving to do our best in difficult times there 

are those around us who are struggling.  Our Mission Team is 

promoting 2 possibilities which would allow those of us who 

can to share our resources and help provide for others. 

 

1) Oregon City “lunch lady” has been providing free 

lunches each day in front of her house for anyone in 

need.  She is very near a bus stop.  She has been 

doing this since April 2020 as she felt called to do so, 

but help would be appreciated.  This is a very local 

project that could use our help.   
 

The following donations are needed: 

 ▪ Bread     ▪ Chips  

 ▪ Fruit      ▪ Ziploc bags        

 Paper Lunch Sacks  ▪ Cookies 

 Chunky Peanut Butter  

 Jam (any kind other than grape) 

  

2) Love Inc. Ministry Needs:  
 

 Laundry Detergent        ▪ New Socks 

 Baby Wipes         ▪ Diapers 5/6 

 Toasters                             ▪ Fry Pans        

 Crockpots                         ▪ Heavy Blankets 

  ▪ All Purpose Cleaner 

 
If you have items for the OC lunch lady or Love Inc.  

you can drop them off at the church office. 

 

Finance Meeting 
Monday, April 19th  
11am on ZOOM 
 

 

If you're like me, you are getting tired of 
quarantine.  And excited that vaccines are taking 
place.  And frustrated that we're still wearing 
masks and cannot gather.  And hopeful that 
there's an end to this national nightmare.  So 
when do WE open?  Other churches seem to be 
going full throttle.  Schools are open and folks 
are gathering again.  Why not us? 
 
And yet our county was just downgraded to a 
high risk level.  Cases are going up and ICU's are 
filling up again.  Our family was at a park out-of-
town getting outside time for our kids and we 
were wearing masks - and a small child comes 
up to us and shakes his finger and says, "We 
don't have to wear masks anymore!"  It's been 
awhile since I've been admonished by a 4 year 
old, but all I could say was (and it sounded kind 
of biblical), "As for me and my house, we will 
still wear masks."      
 
That being said, we are still authorized to have 
10 people in a room at OCUMC.  I am submitting 
paperwork to our Conference to petition that 
number to go up to 25 - the next level up from 
us.  This could take place when our county gets 
in a "medium risk" category (currently in high 
risk).  I hope to get an in-person worship service 
possibility before we move away - but it is up to 
all of us to lower the infection rate.  May we 
gather again soon. 
 
Stay safe, OCUMC! 
 

  

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 
 

MAX GREGORY 
 

SATURDAY, JUNE 26, 2021 
2:00pm 

 

680 DOUGLAS AVENUE NE 

GERVIAS, OREGON 97026 
 

RSVP BY 6/20 TO SANDRA FOOTE~GREGORY 

sfoote@expressdata.net 
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1) Order with a paper order form from the church office. Due on the first Sunday of the month.  
2) Sign up with www.shopwithscrip.com to order online (and have e-gift cards available in an instant)  
3) Get the MyScripWallet app for your phone – order while you’re in line at the store!  
 


