
  

  

 

 

 

 

 
Dear friends and family of OCUMC, 
 
 
You’ve heard their names before - Jim Bowie, William Travis, Davey Crocket (although Sammy says Jimminy 
Crocket like the Pinocchio character).  These 183 men came from Tennessee, Pennsylvania, New York, Kentucky, 
Germany, Ireland and England.  The final assault in March, 1836 sealed their fates, but also gave Sam Houston the 
time necessary to prepare his army for Santa Anna’s defeat soon after that gave Texas to the US. 
 
The image of drawing a line in the sand is a defining moment in the saga.  Travis drew a line, and you had to 
choose to stay, or leave.  Only one chose to leave, a Frenchman who escaped into the night and lived for another 
14 years. 
 
To follow Christ is to pick a side.  Too many times I’m wishy-washy on social issues, where the topic doesn’t hit 
my life enough to make a declaration.  But Christ calls us to be strong in the faith.  He had a few things to say 
about lukewarm people... 
 
My hope is to be on the side of the line that stands for the oppressed, the downtrodden, the powerless.  
Someone asked why I’m against the police if I march in black lives matter.  You can still love the police and want 
racism to end.  A straight wedding couple says they don’t want me to marry them because of my acceptance of 
gay marriage. (Their pastor wouldn’t marry them because they were living together which they thought was 
unfair and judgmental).  We are wearing masks in Texas, even though it’s not required - to stop the spread of a 
virus in this hot spot. 
 
I hope we fare better than Jimminy Crocket, but at least 
we know where we stand.  Last night we walked by the 
Alamo again, only to find a dozen or so white nationalists 
with AK47’s “protecting” this Texas shrine.  Yikes.  We 
didn’t stay.   
 
And I pray that history judges us that we stood for justice 
and righteousness- even if it’s hard. 
 
 
 
 
Blessings from chilly San Antonio, 
 
Pastor Mike 

 

August 7, 2020 



 

 

Mission Possibilities for YOU 
While we are all striving to do our best in difficult times there are those around us  

who are struggling.  Our Mission Team is promoting 3 possibilities which would allow  

those of us who can to share our resources and help provide for others. 

 

Shoe Drive with Love, INC.  
 Men’s size 14 & 15 

 Women’s size 9.5 

 Kid’s shoe size 5 to 13.5  

 Girl’s size 11 and 12 

 
 

A Father’s Heart street ministry in Oregon City  
 Men’s & Women’s T-shirts 

 Jeans (38x32, 30x32, 28x32) 

 Shorts 

 Walking shoes (new or gently used)  

 Disposable masks or homemade fabric masks 

 Socks and underwear must be new 

 Bottled water is always a need 

 All clothing items must be new or gently used and laundered 

 They post specific needs on their facebook page as they come up  
 

 

Oregon City “lunch lady”  
 Bread 

 Chunky peanut butter 

 Jam (raspberry or strawberry preferred) 

 Individual chip bags (Costco) 

 Apples, bananas or grapes 

 Cookies 

 Sandwich bags 

 Brown lunch bags. 
 
 

 

 

Here is how you can help.  If you wish to purchase shoes, or have items needed by A Father’s Heart or the OC 

lunch lady you can bring items to the church.  Donation hours are 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. Monday-Thursday.  If you 

would prefer to donate financially please mark your donation with the mission you wish to support.  The monies 

collected will be used to purchase needed items for the mission you select. If you have questions you can 

contact Jane Myers 503-656-0117 or Chris Larson 503-655-4080. 
 
 

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, I needed clothes and you clothed me . . . . . Matt 25:35-36a 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays 

WHITEHEAD, VINCENT   08/02 

WOOD, GAYE   08/04 

RUSSELL, JOY   08/05 

O'SHEA, HUNTER   08/07 

BENISCHEK, MIKE  08/09 

STREIGHT, WAYNE  08/09 

MARGESON, SANDEE 08/10 

PALMER, CHRISTA  08/10 

JOHNSON, SHARI   08/11 

FERGUSON, DICK   08/13 

SMITH, MIKE   08/13 

MAGEE, KATHRYN  08/14 

SPAINHOWER, KATHY  08/16 

WARD, GAIL   08/18 

CRONRATH, ARLEN  08/20 

NORRIS, ALICE   08/26 

QUEVEDO, MELISSA  08/26 

BENSON, DAN   08/27 

EVANS, DENISE   08/29 

SPRAGUE, RACHEL  08/29 

ENGEL, DAWN   08/31 

RANEY, GEORGE   08/31 

Upper Room Devotionals 
 
September/October issue of the Upper Room 

Devotional is now available. If you are not able 

to pick up a copy at the church, you may request 

to have the Upper Room mailed to you. 

 

Monday, August 24th  11am – 4pm 

Tuesday, August 25th 11am – 4pm 

 
To schedule your appointment, please call 

1-800-RED-CROSS or visit www.redcrossblood.org 


