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Series: STAR TREK
Sermon: To Boldly Go!

Luke 10:1-12; 20
After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead of him, two by two, into every town
and place where he himself was about to go. 2 And he said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers
are few. Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 3 Go your way;
behold, I am sending you out as lambs in the midst of wolves. 4 Carry no moneybag, no knapsack, no sandals,
and greet no one on the road. 5 Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace be to this house!’ 6 And if a son of
peace is there, your peace will rest upon him. But if not, it will return to you. 7 And remain in the same house,
eating and drinking what they provide, for the laborer deserves his wages. Do not go from house to house. 8
Whenever you enter a town and they receive you, eat what is set before you. 9 Heal the sick in it and say to
them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10 But whenever you enter a town and they do not receive
you, go into its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet we wipe off against you.
Nevertheless know this, that the kingdom of God has come near.’ 12 I tell you, it will be more bearable on that
day for Sodom than for that town.

However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”

Sermon
It was 51 years ago on Friday when the pilot episode of the original “Star Trek” aired on NBC. Produced by
Gene Roddenberry, the pioneering science fiction series starred William Shatner as James T. Kirk, captain of
the 23rd-century starship Enterprise, and Leonard Nimoy as the half-Vulcan, half-human officer Mr. Spock. 
Now known reverently as “The Original Series,” the show won a devoted fan following over three seasons,
spawning five, now six more TV series, more than a dozen movies, conventions, action figures, comic books,
novels and much more.  Am I a fan?  I’ve watched the show, have some tuned up on my DVR - and I’m telling
Steph that I have to watch a whole bunch to prepare for this sermon series, but she’s not buying it.  For this
sermon series, I’m stealing four catch phrases from the orginial series as a spring board into sermons.  Is it
gimmicky?  Yes, but maybe there’s a little bit of Gospel in our recollections of the show.  The Gospel,
according to Star Trek.

But first, here’s a few ways that the show was way ahead of its time:

This show debuted in the between times of the World War II and going to the moon.  Remember, we haven’t
made it to the moon yet.  Boldly going?  To the human race, we haven’t boldly gone anywhere yet.  They were
still digging out from WWII and Korea, not to mention ramping up our involvement in Vietnam.  Roddenberry,
the creator of the show, was a B-17 bomber pilot in WWII.  He wrote a short tv series for Lucille Ball and Desi
Arnaz before starting Star Trek.  In an era before man set foot on the moon, the show introduced us to a 23rd-
century world where interplanetary travel was an established fact.  The name Enterprise came from the air craft
carrier Enterprise, the most cutting edge ship of that time, only two years old at that point, the first nuclear
powered carrier.  

Not only did it have aliens on board, but what?  They had a black female leutenant on the bridge.  Lt. Uhura -
during some of the darkest days of the Civil Rights.  They also had Lt. Sulu - played by a Japanese actor George
Takei.  We just finished fighting the Japanese.  A few years earlier, George Takei was living in the internment
camps set up for the Japanese during the war.    In an era of mounting racial tensions, “Star Trek” presented a



positive image of people of different races, genders and cultures working together cooperatively.   Nichols later
said that she was thinking of leaving the show after the first season, but was convinced to stay on by none other
than Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., whom she met at a NAACP fundraiser. The civil rights leader, who admitted to
being a devoted fan of the show, told Nichols that she was breaking new ground in the role of Uhura, and
showing African Americans what was possible for them.  The second season introduced Chekov, a russian
navigator.  Right after the Cuban Missile Crisis, we get a Russian playing actor onboard a spaceship.  Can you
imagine?

Maybe this is why I liked Star Trek - although I’m more of a Next Generation person myself - it was
groundbreaking in how the world might look if we look beyond our cultural and racial squabbles.  Yes, the
show showed us what looked like Ipads and communicators and neat technological advancements, many of
which we now have, but it gave us a look at what we could accomplish if we but imagined a world that saw
beyond race, beyond nation, beyond culture, just beyond.  To bold go where no one has gone before.  They even
had the first interracial kiss in the U.S.!  Kirk and Uhura locking lips - this was a big no-no - didn’t they watch
To Kill a Mockingbird? (Which, by the way, came out only a couple of years before).

To Boldly Go.  What a phrase.  I can see Jesus using this line to his followers.  To boldly go where no Christian
has gone before.  Which, in their case, is true.  In our passage today, Jesus has a few followers, and he gives
them a task, to go out ahead of him, check out all of the towns and villages as Jesus makes his rounds.  To
spread the Gospel message.  Imagine a world that saw beyond race, beyond nation or empire, beyond cultural
differences, just beyond!  Today, we see Jesus sending a portion of His committed followers on ahead to
basically do what John the Baptist did, prepare the way of the Lord.  This text from Luke, chapter 10, sending
out the 72 disciples, was the scripture from my first sermon ever 23 years ago, at the age of 21.  I feel like I’ve
been sent out all those years.  And maybe, just maybe, you feel like you’ve been sent out into the world to share
the message as well.  Maybe you haven’t left town, but every day you leave the house, you are being sent out
into the world to proclaim the message.  At work, at school, at Safeway, wherever.  And in this passage, I see
four things that good disciples know.  I want you to look for a few things from the text: Notice what Jesus tells
His disciples to pray for, what they are to do, and what they are to rejoice about.

First, what do good Disciples pray for?  “And he said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.
Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”  Verse 2.  I want us to
first see the divine logic involved here.  Jesus tells the 72 newly appointed evangelists to go on ahead, heal the
sick, preach the gospel, and pray very hard that the Lord would send more workers.  Here’s the flow…the fields
are ripe with a bumper crop.  The time to harvest is now or never.  So we see that there is a time limitation. 
Crops are only good so long and then they rot and fall off the vine.  There is a time factor in their work.  You
can’t save someone after their dead.  Notice, what the disciple is to pray… Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord
of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.

It could be that I often pray for the wrong things.  Please understand, it’s not wrong to pray for the lost around
us.  It’s not wrong to pray that God would save our family and friends who haven’t found the way.  Here, in this
passage, Jesus doesn’t say pray for the harvest.  He doesn’t say pray for the lost.  He very clearly says, pray to
the Lord of the harvest for additional workers.  Pray to Christ that He would raise up disciples who would be
bold in their witness.  Pray for the laborers who are already doing the work of evangelizing.

There is a hurting world out there.  Pray for more workers.  As a disciple of Christ, we pray that we can find the
place where we can be most used, utilized, for service to others.  To timidly go.  Wait, that’s not right.  To
halfheartedly go.  To wait for someone else to go.  What is it?  To Boldly go.

And this is my second observation: A Disciple’s Task.  The next verse: “Go your way; behold, I am sending you
out as lambs in the midst of wolves.”  What we have here is a prelude to the Great Commission.  72 is the



number for the nations.  In Genesis, Chapter 10, we have a listing of all of the nations.  Guess how many: 72!   
Jesus is calling for all nations to hear and respond to the Gospel.  The task of the disciple is to be going and
telling as he goes.

We are commanded as His followers to proclaim the same message He did.  We are to be the laborers.  It’s often
the case that when we pray, God uses us to be the answer to that prayer.  Here, the disciples are called to pray
for workers and then immediately, Jesus tells them to go.  As they are going, they continue to pray for additional
workers.  Keep praying and keep going.  He gives them a warning.  Behold or understand, there will be mixed
reactions to your message.  There will even at times be danger involved as we go.  Understand, Jesus would say,
everyone you tell is not going to listen or appreciate your words.  That’s ok, keep going and keep telling.

As we go, Lambs among wolves, we’re not helpless.  Notice Jesus says, I am sending You…  I am
commissioning you to go.  I am the shepherd who leads you.  I will be with you wherever you go.  These are all
found in the Scriptures.  It is as though lambs are among wolves but the Great Shepherd leads us.  This is why
we must be praying all the more.  The everyday life of a disciple is living a life of trusting God as we go and tell. 
Are we praying for laborers and are we going?

So we’ve had a Disciple’s prayer, a Disciple’s Task, and now, a Disciple’s Message: Verse 9:  Heal the sick in it
and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’  Luke gives us a one-sentence summary of the
message the disciples preached as they went.  It was the same message Jesus and John the Baptist spoke.  It was
a message of the Kingdom of God.  In their case, the Kingdom of God was very near to them because the King
was near.  Healing the sick was the manifestation of Kingdom nearness.  It was proof of what they preached.

Their job was to preach the Gospel and call the people to repent getting them ready for the King to enter.  These
were the King’s spokesmen.  When they preach with Jesus’ commission they are representing Him.  So when
they are either accepted or rejected, Jesus is either accepted or rejected.  Much is the same for us today.  We are
commissioned by Christ to go and preach the Gospel to those around us.  We are to be bold and faithful as these
disciples were.  We are to speak to people about grace, mercy, sin, repentance, forgiveness, and God’s
Kingdom.  Are we praying for more workers, going and telling, and are you speaking to others about the healing
that comes with Jesus?  

A Disciples prayer, Disciples Task, Disciples Message, and now we have Disciple’s Attitude:  Nevertheless, do
not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”  We
learn from this verse that disciples must guard against being puffed up.  The disciples had just saw their first
victory.  It’s like the little league baseball team after their first win on their way to Dairy Queen chanting…we’re
number one…we’re number one.  Jesus had to very quickly intervene if their attitude was to stay positive.  Our
joy comes from the fact that our names are in the book of life.   We are to not rejoice in the spiritual gifts or
natural abilities God has bestowed upon us - but in their end result.  Some here today are very good at certain
things.  God has given many here talents and skills.  We must not rejoice in those.  We are, however, to rejoice
in the works of God for us.  We rejoice in the acts of God on our behalf…He receives the glory not us.

Imagine a world that looks beyond.  To boldly go.  To Love Others Value Everyone.  What’s my message

today?  We saw a little video that Marv put together where we’re on the Starship OCUMC.  To Make Disciples,

to Boldly Go where no church has gone before.  So, where are we going?  What’s your part to play in this? 

What’s my part?  We Pray for more laborers. We have the task of going out and representing.  We share the

Message of love and peace.  We rejoice in God’s work among us.  Let us imagine a world and boldly go.  And

the people of God said, AMEN!


