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Series: Paul’s Second Missionary Journey
Sermon: Leave.  A Tale of Two Cities

Acts 17:1-15 (NIV)
When Paul and his companions had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica,
where there was a Jewish synagogue. As was his custom, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath2 

days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that the Messiah had to suffer and rise3 

from the dead. “This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Messiah,” he said. Some of the Jews were persuaded4 

and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of God-fearing Greeks and quite a few prominent women.
But other Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the marketplace, formed a mob and5 

started a riot in the city. They rushed to Jason’s house in search of Paul and Silas in order to bring them out to
the crowd.[a  But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some other believers before the city6 ]

officials, shouting: “These men who have caused trouble all over the world have now come here, and Jason has7 

welcomed them into his house. They are all defying Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is another king, one
called Jesus.” When they heard this, the crowd and the city officials were thrown into turmoil. Then they8 9 

made Jason and the others post bond and let them go.

As soon as it was night, the believers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On arriving there, they went to the10 

Jewish synagogue. Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they11 

received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was
true. As a result, many of them believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek women and many Greek12 

men.

But when the Jews in Thessalonica learned that Paul was preaching the word of God at Berea, some of them13 

went there too, agitating the crowds and stirring them up. The believers immediately sent Paul to the coast, but14 

Silas and Timothy stayed at Berea. Those who escorted Paul brought him to Athens and then left with15 

instructions for Silas and Timothy to join him as soon as possible.

Sermon
It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was
the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it
was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had everything before us, we had nothing before us, we
were all going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct the other way—in short, the period was so far like the
present period.” So opens that famous book, “A Tale of Two Cities.”  Dickens tells about the disparities
between London and Paris before the French revolution - and also how the high and mighty live and how the
poor continue to struggle in each place.  Ask anyone today, if we live in the best of times or the worst of times,
and you will get different answers depending on who you ask.  Are things getting better, or are they getting
worse?  Are you more hopeful for the future, or are you feeling dragged down by the national condition. 
Depends on who you ask.

We have a little bit of tale of two cities in today’s scripture lesson.  We pick up on Paul and Silas after their
Phillipi adventure which we went over the past two weeks.  Maybe its time to go somewhere safer.  After a
journey of 100 miles from Phillipi along the main highway, with only overnight stops, Paul, Silas and Timothy
come to Thessalonica. Thessalonica was Capital of the Roman province of Macedonia. It was a free independent
Greek port city, the most populated city of Macedonia in Greece, and also had some academic attraction. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17%3A1-15&version=NIV


Estimates of its size are from 20,000 up to 100,000. But the city also had close ties with Rome.  But
Thessalonica also had a Jewish population. And so Paul started his evangelism in the Synagogue, for his gospel
was, ‘to the Jew first, and then the Greek’; as he would later write in Romans.  As his custom was, Paul went
into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned and dialogued with them from the Scriptures,
explaining and openning up the beginnings of faith in Christ.  For three consecutive Saturdays he preached in
the Synagogue. And doubtless he stayed some weeks after most of the Jews rejected his message. Paul and Silas
also moonlighted to earn money while in Thessalonica, so as not to be a burden on anyone.   In Thessalonica,
Paul discussed, dialogued, reasoned, disputed and debated, with a view to getting to the truth and bringing
others with him.

There was a mixed response to Paul’s message. Some who should have accepted it didn’t. Many who one
wouldn’t expect to accept it did.  Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined  Paul and Silas, as did a large
number of God-fearing Greeks and not a few prominent women.  Only a few of the Jews attached themselves to
Paul and threw their lot in with him. God gave them some Jewish believers. But the big thing is that a large
crowd of Greek God-fearers became Christians and followed Paul and Silas. Gentile Greeks were turning to
Christ.  And Paul’s letters to the Thessalonian Christians, written later,  show that the church was mainly
Gentiles.  They turned from idols to follow the true God and wait for his Son from heaven. Wonderfully, many
Gentiles who were God-fearers found Israel’s Messiah. Those who did not seek God have found him in Christ.
Sadly, many of the Israelites, who depended on obeying the law, did not believe in Christ. And a house church,
with a majority of gentiles, is formed in just a few weeks.

But not merely content to live and let live, the Jews get organized to get even.  As it says, But the Jews were
jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the market-place, formed a mob and started a riot in the
city. They rushed to Jason's house in search of Paul and Silas in order to bring them out to the crowd. But when
they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some other brothers before the city officials.  It is amazing what
activities envy and jealousy can inspire.  Here, it seems the Jews who didn’t believe Paul and Silas were upset
that they lost the allegiance of the Gentile God-fearers. The God fearers were Gentiles who had left idolatory
and gathered around the synagogue to hear from the Old Testament about Israel’s God. Here, Paul and Silas’
success motivated them to start a riot. 

The Mob heads off to Jason’s house. He’s been a Christian for just a short time.  And the Mob says, ‘We know
where you live’. Jason is a leader in the infant church, wealthy enough to have a house.   We don’t know why
they couldn’t find Paul and Silas. Maybe they were out for the day. Maybe the church hid them really well. But
because they’ve missed the big fish, the mob must have their consolation prize. And that’s Jason and some other
Christians. They drag Jason back to stand before the 5 rulers of the city, and a larger crowd is now attracted. 
What was the crime of these Christians? As was read this morning, "These men who have caused trouble all
over the world have now come here, and Jason has welcomed them into his house. They are all defying Caesar's
decrees, saying that there is another king, one called Jesus."  Paul and Silas are political agitators and trouble
makers. They are disrupting the Pax Romana, the peace of the Empire. They are disloyal and guilty of treason.
They say there is another King besides Caesar, called Jesus. 

To become a Christian is always dangerous. Because our ultimate allegiance is not to King and Country, Family
or Friend, wife or husband, children or parents. Our ultimate allegiance is to God and his Messiah, the Lord
Jesus Christ. We fear God and Jesus, and not man.  Yes, that will make us good citizens 99.9% of the time.
Maybe its why Paul, in his letter to the Thesselonians, wrote later on, “Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life,
to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just as we told you, so that your daily life may win the
respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.  And such a lifestyle pleases those in
authority and makes for good society.

But our allegiance is not total.  We have another King, one called Jesus. He is the King of Kings and Lord of



Lords.  Well, at least Jason and the others weren’t detained. They had to post bail. In other words, they gave
over enough money to convince the cities rulers that they wouldn’t cause trouble.

Jason and his brand new Christian mates learned that being a Christian was dangerous and costly. There can be
serious suffering in this Christian life. Grabbed by a rowdy rough mob of thugs. Taken to the center of the city
before it’s governors. Forced to hand over money for your good behavior. All because you believed in Jesus
Christ.  That was town one.  Thesseloncia.  

As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea.  Berea is 60 miles south of
Thessalonica. Like Thessalonica, it was ruled by politarchs and was a significant and cultured city. Berea too
had an Imperial Cult. The Emperor was seen as divine and a universal saviour. And again, Paul’s ministry
strategy was ‘to the Jew first, then the Greek’. Verse 10 again:  On arriving there, they went to the Jewish
synagogue.  But we then read of a difference between the Berean and Thessalonian Jews.  Luke has a more
favorable opinion of the Bereans.  Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for
they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said
was true.   Many of the Jews believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek women and many Greek men.

In Thessalonica, Paul experienced greater opposition from Jews and thus a greater proportion of Gentiles in the
church. But in Berea, the Jews seemed to be of a more noble, or high born character. They were less inclined to
be rabble rousers, and more inclined to study the scriptures. In fact, the studied their Old Testaments every day
to see whether Paul’s message accorded with it. Not content with merely Sabbath meetings, they met Paul daily.
They did not give up meeting together, but sought to meet all the more. Did the Old Testament teach that the
Christ must die and rise again? Was Jesus, then, the Christ?

And many of those Jews affirmed that it was the case. In contrast to the Thessalonian Jews, many of the Berean
Jews believed.  Up and down the social ladder, Paul and Silas had a better crop of folk in Berea.  However, the
good times were not to last.  Now, 60 miles is a long way to go by foot to make trouble. But that didn’t stop the
Thesalonian Jews. Jealousy drives people a long way.  As it says, When the Jews in Thessalonica learned that
Paul was preaching the word of God at Berea, they went there too, agitating the crowds and stirring them up.
The brothers immediately sent Paul to the coast, but Silas and Timothy stayed at Berea. The men who escorted
Paul brought him to Athens and then left with instructions for Silas and Timothy to join him as soon as possible. 
Paul had to flee further south, but he left his co-workers Silas and Timothy in Berea. That was a better result as
well. Even if Paul had to leave, Silas and Timothy could provide the teaching required to establish the brand
new church in Berea.

To our seniors and to all of us, we have a choice when presented with the Gospel.  We can dismiss it, or we can
accept it.  It is the best of times, it is the worst of times.  We pray that we  listen closely to God’s voice, that we
would have a heart to obey the Word and have a desire to make the right choices. We pray that these we love so
much would walk faithfully and diligently in all of God’s ways. We pray that God would make our footsteps
firm, that God’s Word would be a constant lamp for our feet and a light to our  path.  And may we be
strengthened, instilled with hope, for the new roads that God has in store. We ask for God to open doors that
need to be opened and close every one that should be shut tight.  And in the end, we hope God allows every gift
and treasure placed inside our lives to grow, develop, and flourish to bring God the glory.  We are a tale of two
cities - let us be a season of light, not darkness.  And the family of God said, AMEN.


