
 

 

 

 

Dear friends and family of OCUMC 
 
A celebration! 
 
For the first time since 1995, Oregon City United Methodist Church has paid 100% of its apportionments! 
 
What are apportionments, I hear you ask?  They are the system by which The United Methodist Church funds 
many of its joint ministries. 
 
The basic idea behind apportionments is that local congregations pool a portion of the money they collect to 
accomplish things that are either beyond their ability to do as individual congregations (run a seminary or 
support missionaries, for instance) or that can be done more effectively or efficiently together (develop 
resources on preventing harassment and abuse). Apportionments allow the church to produce goods and 
services funded by all for the benefit of all – collective goods. 
 
Every local church in Oregon-Idaho are “apportioned” a part of the cost to fund the ministries of the greater 
church.  That amount is determined on the one hand by the budget of the annual conference and by the size of 
local congregations.  In essence, larger congregations with larger budgets are asked to pay more, on the 
principle that those with greater ability should contribute more. 
 
Apportionments are often referred to as “church taxes.” This label comes from the fact that the government is 
the prime example of an organization that collects money from many individual to produce goods that cannot 
be produced by any individual yet are for the benefit of all individuals. 
 
Yet it’s worth pointing out that governments are not the only such organizations. Subscriptions services like 
Netflix do the same thing. No one family can produce “Orange Is the New Black” or “Stranger Things” but by 
collecting money from all of their subscribers, Netflix as a whole is able to produce these collective goods. 
Moreover, Netflix determines the fees it charges, just as the government determines the tax rate. Thus, 
apportionments could just as fairly be called “United Methodist subscription fees” as they could “church taxes.” 
 
And since 1995, we have paid a varying percentage of these 
apportionments ranging from 0% to 70%.  Over the past decade, 
we have intentionally worked at paying a little more each year as 
we were able to fulfil our church’s obligation to the greater 
mission.  One of the goals I’ve had for this congregation was to hit 
100% - and I celebrate with you this achievement before I move in 
a few weeks.  Our apportionment in 2021 was around $31,000. 
 
It is by your generosity, care and support of OCUMC that makes everything we do possible.  It is also by the 
careful stewardship and wisdom of our teams, committees and staff that help stretch our resources to their full 
potential. 
 
Thank you, OCUMC, for your dedication to the mission and ministry of our church - and greater church 
- that we can love others and value everyone. 
 
God bless! 
 
Pastor Mike  

OCUMC  

Newsletter June 3, 2021 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

SUNDAY ▪ JUNE 13 ▪ 10:00am 
 

Oregon City United Methodist Church Parking Lot 
 

Pastor Mike’s 
 

 Please join us in celebrating Pastor Mike and his family for all that they have done 

and meant at Oregon City United Methodist Church. 

 

 Please bring your own lawn chair. 
 

 There will be a basket where people can 
leave personal cards and gifts for Pastor 
Mike and his family. 
 

 If you have questions please email Melissa 
Quevedo @ melissa.kushigian@gmail.com 



 

 

 

OC Lunch Lady has been providing free lunches each day in front of 

her house for anyone in need.  This is a very local project that 

could really use our help.  Later this month OCUMC Mission Possible 

Team will be providing lunches for 6 days approximately 50 lunches. 

 

Lunch items needed:   
 Bread  

 Chunky peanut butter 

 Jam (raspberry or strawberry preferred) 

 Individual chip bags 

 Apples, Bananas or Grapes 

 Fruit Cups 

 Granola Bars 

 Cookies 

 Ziploc bags 

 Brown lunch bags 

 

If you wish to donate lunch items you can drop them off at the 

church office or if you would prefer to donate financially please 

mark your donation OC Lunch Lady. If you have questions you can 

contact Jane Myers 503-656-0117 or Chris Larson 503-655-4080. 

 

GRAB-N-GO LUNCHES 



 

 

Senior Recognition  
Sunday, June 6th 

 
Church Council Meeting 
Tuesday, June 8 at 6:30pm in the sanctuary 
 (Actually a Charge Conference to vote on new pastor’s salary) 

 
Oregon City Handbell Choir 
Wednesday nights from 6:30-7:15pm 
Shor-term commitments Youth & Adults.  Ask Pastor Mike for more 
information if interested! revbenny@aol.com / 503-522-9807 

 
Pray Chain 
To put prayers on the prayer chain, please contact 
office@oregoncityumc.com 

 
Church Camps! 
www.gocamping.org 
Scholarships Available 

 
Support OCUMC through Scrip 
Buy gift cards for your favorite brands and the ministry of your 
choice gets a rebate check! Ask Pastor Mike or Christa for details! 

 

 
 

 
 

Birthdays 
 

MALLEN, JOE  06/01 

PERSON, RACHEL 06/04 

EVANS, KATHERINE  06/06 

FRICHTL, JULIA 06/08 

CRUIKSHANK, ADDIE  06/09 

PALMER, TODD  06/09 

EMMERSON, HUNNTER  06/20 

MALLEN, RACHEL  06/24 

OSTRICK-CRONRATH, JENNIFER  06/26 

SHAVER, JIM  06/27 

DURST, RICK  06/28 

DUVALL, SHERRY  06/29 

THONSTAD, SHARON  06/29 

SHUMAKER, JIM   06/30 

 

 

 

 
 

JOELLA PALMER 
 

January 27, 1942 – May 31, 2021 
 

“Your presence we miss, your 

memories we treasure, Loving you 

always forgetting you never.” 
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