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Titus 3:3-8, 14 (NIV)
At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and
pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. 4 But when the
kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we
had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by
the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so
that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. 8
This is a trustworthy saying. And I want you to stress these things, so that those who have trusted
in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good. These things are excellent and
profitable for everyone.

Our people must learn to devote themselves to doing what is good, in order to provide for urgent
needs and not live unproductive lives.

Sermon
As a kid, I got excited around this time of year.  Yes, Halloween was coming.  But so was the
school carnival.  And every year, my parents volunteered at the carnival.  My father was the
director and manager of a local University’s cafeteria - and so was asked to run the kitchen for
PTA carnival - sloppy joes, hot dogs, that kind of thing.  And we kids loved it, because we got to
get there really early and play in the gym while everything was being set up.  During the carnival,
we had to put in some time to help run the cafeteria, but we mostly ran around playing all of the
games, and after the carnival - we got to stick around and play some more - some years till
midnight - and any food left over went home with us - we had chips for days!  On top of it being
a fun night, I saw my parents volunteer their time and energy back into the community.  They
also helped with the church’s children’s and youth program in my earliest days.  My grandfather
volunteered by mowing the town cemetery and digging graves.  Grandma ran the bakery
department at the State Fair, my other grandmother was bookkeeper for several small community
organizations.  Boy Scouts to Baseball, everyone got involved.  I saw my extended family do a
lot of things beyond our little house.  And by extension, my siblings and I had to participate in
volunteering - whether we wanted to or not - that’s just what we had to do.  Small towns live and
die by volunteers.  

This month, we are examining the five membership vows that we all take when we join a United
Methodist Church.  We promise to support each other by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our
service, and our witness.  This is week 4, so we’re looking at service this week.  Service.  Titus, a
little oft-neglected epistle in the New Testement celebrates those who serve.  To devote ourselves
into doing good.  We must learn to devote themselves to doing what is good, in order to provide
for urgent needs and not live unproductive lives.  I wanted to call this sermon something like, “If



we are called to serve others, what are the others here for?”  Well, they’re called to serve others
as well.

In Matthew, we read that the mother of James and John, two of the Discples, went to Jesus and
asked if her boys could be his favorites and sit and the right hand and left hand of Jesus. 
Wouldn’t it be great if the other Disciples had to serve them?  This is how that story ended: 
When the ten other disciples heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers.   Jesus
called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and
their high officials exercise authority over them.   Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to
become great among you must be your servant,  and whoever wants to be first must be your
slave—  just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a
ransom for many.”  James and John wanted the honor of being Jesus’ right, and left, hand men.
But what it really shows is that, even though they’ve been with him for three years, they still
don’t really understand him or his purpose. 

Ironically, who was it that was on Jesus’ right and left when he entered into his glory? It wasn’t
any of the disciples. It was the two thieves hung on the crosses beside his, because the cross, the
moment of his deepest humiliation, was also the way by which Christ entered into the glory of
his Kingdom.

But the question of the disciples, through their mother, was an indication that they were still
thinking in very worldly terms.  And in the world, greatness is measured, at least in part, by your
ability to rule over other peoples’ lives, to make them do your will. But in the Kingdom of God,
the opposite is true. In the Kingdom, greatness is measured by your willingness to serve others. 
Can I get a presidential candidate who believes this?

This is the example of Jesus himself. “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to
serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many.” The Son of God dying on a cross on
behalf of his wayward creation, humanity, is the supreme act of service that has ever been done.

But more than that, service was also the very practical example of Jesus.  You might remember
the story of the Last Supper, which Jesus and his disciples celebrated as a Passover Meal.  They
were gathered in an upper room, a guest room upstairs in the home of a wealthy family. It must
have been a wealthy person’s home for them all to be able to gather there. The Gospel of Luke
records that the argument among the disciples about who was the greatest happened as they were
on their way to the upper room, so this all would have been very fresh in their minds.

Maybe it was that very argument that prompted Jesus to show them by his own example what
greatness in the Kingdom was really all about. By custom, they would have all bathed before this
meal. But also, the custom was that since they had walked on the dry and dusty streets to the
upper room, their feet needed to be washed now as well. In the culture of the Middle East to this
day, the feet are considered to be the most disgusting part of the body. No one would ever want
to touch another person’s feet. Normally the job was left to slaves. If there were no slaves
available in a home, the job would fall to a woman or a child. Sorry, ladies and children. No free
man would ever willingly touch another man’s feet.



Either way, they weren’t there, and it created something of a crisis. None of the disciples would
do it. After all, they had just been arguing over who was the greatest. To do this now would be to
admit they were the least. So Jesus did it.  Jesus went around the room, washing each one’s feet
as he came to them. And he concluded by saying, “As I have done for you, do likewise for each
other.” To serve is to love, and to love is to serve.

Service, more than anything else, is what qualifies us for leadership in the Kingdom of God. If
we desire to lead in the Kingdom, it must begin with service. Titles and offices and all such
things do not make a leader in the Kingdom.

If a person desires to be heard and respected in the Church, they must begin by serving their
fellow believers and also those outside the Christian faith. We are not to follow in the way of the
world. The world throws respect and honor and admiration toward those who have the wealth,
the power, and the fame to demand that others serve them. And it is most definitely a temptation
for us as well. We are tempted to look up to those that the world looks up to. But we should not.

Whom do we serve? Who are we willing to serve and who are we not willing to serve?

It’s easy to serve our friends because we expect that in some way or another, they will someday
serve us back. But what about strangers? Will we serve those that we don’t know and who will
likely never have the chance to serve us in return? Do we serve the poor? Do we serve those who
may never have the financial means to repay our service?

And what about our enemies? Will we serve our enemies? Consider this: Jesus washed the feet
of Judas, who had already betrayed him. And Jesus knew he had already been betrayed. And he
still served him just the same as the rest. What about us? Would we be willing to serve the one
who has betrayed us? If we desire to follow the example of Jesus, we should be.

Finally, let’s bring this back into the context of the vows of membership. If we are to support the
ministries of the church by our service, what does that mean?

It certainly means we should be servants within the Body of Christ, one to the other. Jesus said
that by our loving service to each other, the world will know we are his disciples. Does the world
know we belong to Jesus by the eagerness that we have to serve each other?

But, let’s remember that serving our friends is the easy part, and hopefully we can count our
fellow believers as our friends. There are other issues at work if we can’t. We must also serve
those who are outside of the Body. Jesus was a servant to all, and we are the Body of Christ. We
are to embody the loving service of Christ to the world. If we do not serve the world as the Body
of Christ, then Christ’s service to the world ended on the cross and faces the danger of
irrelevancy.

Service is the example of Jesus. Service is the way of leadership in the Body of Christ. Both the
willingness to serve and to receive service are necessary to have a servant’s heart. And unless we
serve the world, how will Christ continue to serve it?



So I ask you: How are you volunteering in the community?  In the church?  Are you setting an
example for yourselves, for your children, for your families that service is a highly held
Methodist idea?  It’s amazing - in every Methodist church I’ve ever been a part of, the
membership is composed of a wide variety of folk, but we generally have an over abundance of
those in the helping professions.  Teachers, doctors, nurses, social workers, coaches, etc., even
politicians!  Something about the Methodist tradition of giving back speaks to these individuals.  

One last note: Volunteering isn’t only good for others, it’s good for you.  The bonds you create,
the connections you make, the relationships you build gives our lives purpose and meaning.  We
were well connected in the town I grew up in.  It wasn’t because we were rich, powerful, political
or even smart - it’s just that we were involved in everything.  You want to feel connected and that
you matter to somebody?  Volunteer.  Get involved.  This Friday, our kids have their school
carnival.  We’ll get there early, leave late.  Helping out.  And maybe they’ll do the same some
day for their kid’s school.  I can only hope.  It’s what Methodists do.  And the family of God
said, Amen!


