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Series: Sermons from the Gallery
Sermon: Would God be a Republican?

I Peter 3:3-4, 5:6
Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine
clothes.  Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great
worth in God’s sight.   Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.

I Peter 2:16-17
Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil, live as servants of God.  Show proper respect to
everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.

Luke 4:14-21
Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside.  He
taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.  He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the
Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom.  And he stood up to read.  The scroll of the prophet Isaiah
was handed to him.  Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has
anointed me to preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of
sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  Then he rolled up the scroll, gave
it back to the attendant and sat down.  The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him and he began by
saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled, in your hearing.”

The two topics that one should never speak about in public, religion and politics are clashing together for the next several
weeks here at OCUMC.  Someone asked the question, would God be a Republican. Just for equal time, next week there
will be a  follow-up sermon.  Why God would be a Democrat.  We’re less than two weeks away from the first primaries,
and it seems like it’s a good time to understand just a little bit about the other side, no matter what side you’re on.  I’ll be
honest, I’m coming at this maybe just a little different than most of you.  I come from Nebraska.  In that state, we have a
one house legislature.  There isn’t a house or a senate - we didn’t split it up for political rangling.  Just 49 people in one
body.  And it is the only officially nonpartisan house of Government in the United States.  Nowhere in print or on ballets
does it what political party they may belong to.  So moving to a state where there is political bickering and split houses,
that’s all kind of new to me.  Where I’m from, we just lock them in a room and tell them to figure it out.  In recent years,
more and more politicians have claimed the language of faith as their own, you’ve heard more God talk in the sound
bytes and debates.  With an election looming over us now, I thought it would be a good time to highlight the strengths in
our political parties.  As I look at each party, I will only look at the broad picture that they themselves paint in their
platforms and agendas.  Debate could go on and on if we looked at specific policies or hot-topic issues.  And of course,
we cannot, nor should not, endorse any potential candidate in any office.  We are not going to address specific concerns,
whether it was death penalty, gay marriage, stem-cells, the war, affordable health care, etc.  I’m not going to go to those
places.  I want to look at the broad picture.  I did, however, enjoy one voice who asked me why I didn’t choose other
political parties, why the big 2.  I asked him which other ones I should have considered, and he said, “How bout the
independent party?”  I told him that there is no party of independents, hence the name, and I asked for another example. 
And he couldn’t think of one off the top of his head.  I do know that there are other parties out there, but these big two
currently affect almost all of our political processes.  I had a family member move into another state and I asked if they
had registered to vote, they said “yes” and I was nosey, so I asked, “Which party did you join?” and they responded,
“Librarian.”  I said, “What?”  And he talked about how great it was that they had their own party and he assumed that
they were very well read individuals.  I asked, “Do you mean, ‘Libertarian?’” and he said, “Well, that would make more
sense, wouldn’t it!”  Suffice it to say, I think a look at how faith and the workings of the main two political parties
intersect will give us a better appreciation of how God is at work in the public life.

First, let’s take a look at how the Republican Party came to be.  It was 1848 and the United States were not that united. 



Slavery had divided the nation into North and South and nobody knew how to fix the problem without bloodshed.  The
Whig party had been a major political force in America’s beginning, but it would find itself a victim of the slavery debate
as well.  Zachary Taylor, a Whig, was also a slave owner.  The northerners within the Whig party were so ashamed and
disgusted that they broke off their party affiliation and joined with a group called the Barnburners, an anti-slavery faction
of democrats from New York.  This new group joined forces with the Liberty Party and renamed themselves “The Free
Soil Party.”  They put up a candidate for presidency in 1852, Martin Van Buren.  At this time, the Missouri Compromise
was in effect.  The compromise was that states north of a certain line were free, states south of the line were not.  But
when California came into the picture, that line crossed right through the middle.  And California was admitted as a free
state.  All of a sudden, the idea of popular sovereignty took off - each state got to decide for itself what it wanted to be. 
The rest of the Whigs left their party and joined up with the Free Soil Party, and called themselves the Jefferson
Republicans, or Republican for short.  Their first presidential candidate was a political loser who had lost almost every
race he had entered.  His name was Abraham Lincoln.  Thus the Republicans were born.  Out of a desire to end slavery, a
bunch of disorganized factions became united to fight the single monster of slavery.  In the next 19 presidential elections,
the Republicans would win 14.  5 of the last 10 presidents have been Republican.  They have had a long lasting effect on
America.

So what do Republicans stand for? Believe it or not, there is an oath for all Republicans, if you are a Republican, you
probably know it.  But throughout the oath, I found three guiding principals that I think God would agree with.  Three
moral guideposts that keep the party grounded.  The first principle is that “our national strength lies with the individual.”  
The lifeblood of the party is the idea that the individual is of sacred worth.  It’s an idea that goes back to creation.  And
God made them, in his image he created them, male and female he created them.  Peter speaks of it again in his letter.  It
isn’t what’s on the outside that makes you important, but it is your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet
spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight.  Throughout the party, the notion of the worth of human life is paramount. 
You see it in their social stances, you see it in their policies.  That image works well in Oregon, where we are known for
our independent breed and culture.  Every citizen forging ahead, making a life out here on this prairie.  The feeling that
you can do anything that you set your mind to do.  We are limited only by our imagination.  God made us in His image,
and we know God as a creating God, making that which wasn’t there before.  Republicans are a can-do bunch.  The
sacred worth of the individual undergirds the principles and platforms of the Republican party.  

The Second principle I see in the Republican party is their emphasis of freedom.  Very much tied to individualism, each
individual is free to pursue their passions and their calling.  We say it in our declaration, “We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”  Throughout the Bible, freedom is a constant theme.  From the
freedom that God gives to each individual, to the freedom from the bondage of slavery and servanthood we read about
with Moses, to the freedom from sin and death as we look at the life of Jesus.  The Bible is a progression of humanity’s
ascension into freedom.  That was Jesus’s motto in life, and he quoted it from the prophet Isaiah.  He was in his
hometown of Nazareth, he unrolled the scroll and read, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to
preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind,
to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  Jesus sets people free from the things that hold them
down.  From a Republican standpoint, that freedom manifests itself out in several ways.  First, they promote the
entrepreneurship of each person, everyone is free to pursue their interests.  Matter of fact, in their motto they say that
“free enterprise and encouraging individual initiative have brought this nation opportunity, economic growth and
prosperity.”  Our strength comes from those who forge ahead, hard work, diligence, that American Spirit, from those who
blaze the trails of new discovery and horizons.  That freedom also believes that “the proper role of government is to
provide for the people only those critical functions that cannot be performed by individuals or private organizations and
that the best government is that which governs least.” (OATH)  But through it all, we have the freedom to pursue our God
given rights.

The third principle I see in the Republican Party, is the idea that we, as Americans, work “to extend peace, freedom and
human rights throughout the world.”  It is a part of our national identity to set people free.  In principle, I believe that
most Americans would agree that we are to help other nations and other peoples from oppression.  That’s who we are. 
We take in those who are fleeing oppression, and we work beyond our land to fight injustice.  We might not agree as to
how we go about doing that, but the principle of liberating others has sacred merit.  God’s love is to be shown to the ends
of the earth.  We are to liberate our brothers and sisters in bondage.  Again, I don’t want to argue about the present
administration’s foreign policy, for or against, but rather highlight that there is a concern for the spread of freedom and



liberty beyond our nation’s borders.  Every Republican president in the last 150 years had issues with spreading freedom
in other countries, from Roosevelt’s Cuba expedition to Eisenhower’s Korea to Reagan’s tearing down the Berlin Wall. 
Every Republican was somehow involved overseas in the pursuit of freedom and democracy.  This still holds true today. 
Freedom should belong to every individual on God’s green earth.  Every single Republican president in the last 100 years
has been involved overseas in some military fashion.  

These are my opinions based on what I could read and find out from the official stances of the Republican Party.  But I
wanted to speak with someone in the party to see what their ideas on faith and politics are, to put a human face on how
these ideas are put into practice.  To prepare for this sermon, I had the opportunity, and I can’t believe I did this: but I
called a state that had a Republican governor.  And I got a 30 minute phone interview with him.  I won’t say which one,
but wow.  I asked him what are some things that make the Republican Party special and Godly.  He said that he was
proud to be Republican because of their strong stance on family values and the sanctity of life.  Of all of the political
parties, the Republicans address faith more openly and routinely and they believe that they are more in tune to religious
aspects of the average Christian citizen.  He did highlight that they do have a more conservative view of Government.  By
conservative, he meant that Government should be limited in nature but yet hold on to the strong family values that relate
to the God-given worth of all individuals.  He talked about the freedom of the capitalistic way of life, that the economy
grows and flourishes when freedom and education is given to individuals.  

I asked what role does a church have in all of this?  The Governor told me that churches should act as one of the main
social networks no matter where you live.   When churches open their doors to the community, good things happen. 
When we shut our doors to the needs of the people, the sense of community dwindles.  We should have programs that
build people up.  He also said that churches should help young people maneuver through adolescence in healthy, vibrant
ways.  In his state, drugs, violence and the dropout rate are decimating the ranks of the young.  And how do we open up
our doors for those looking to escape drugs?  How do we embrace and help those who have loved ones under the power
of addiction?  Our state is being attacked from within - and if we don’t address the problem, darker days are ahead and
even more thousands of lives ruined.

In closing, we talked about the ludicrous nature of the idea that God is Republican.  And though the media, talk shows
and some of us would like to believe that God is on this side or that side, the Governor concluded that God is above our
little party lines.  Some of the most Godly and faithful friends he has are Democrats.  And each side is faithful to God
while highlighting different aspects of party platforms - each with sacred merit.  Is God Republican?  No.  But the
Republicans do promote Godly ideologies, from individualism to freedom to liberation.  Next week we will take a look at
the counter-part to this sermon, “Why God would be a Democrat”.   But wherever you stand in the political spectrum, I
think all of us could agree: no matter who’s in power, may God bless America.


