
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

May 14, 2020 

Thank you for your support of the 

Methodist HOPE Pantry! Since the 

start of the COVID-19 virus, we have 

made many changes in how we give 

out food to our friends and neighbors 

(clients).  

The clients are greeted by John & 

Susan Ronfeld as they enter the 

parking lot and line up in front of the 

portico of the church. Susan gives 

each of the clients an information 

sheet, a number and a list of the extra 

food items that they can request. She 

also asks if they have been at a HOPE 

pantry before and if not gives them an 

application form to fill out.  

Donna Fourier directs them down the 

driveway to the pantry, only letting four 

cars line up in that area.  Christian, 

Gabe Benischek or someone else 

brings the food order form to the 

Pantry. Jane Ratcliff and Bev 

Anderson check the client into the 

computer base. 

Mary Gifford and Beth Werber start 

filling bags and boxes with produce, 

drinks, requested items, bread 

products, desserts and other 

miscellaneous food items that we 

have available.  

Ron Schlosser and Bob Werber or 

Gail Ward fill boxes with canned and 

packaged items, like soups, 

vegetables, pasta, tomato products, 

cereal, flour, peanut butter, canned 

beans, etc. 

Jim Shumaker and Ted Thonstad fill a 

box with frozen meat, frozen fruit, 

eggs, margarine, toilet paper and 

laundry pods. 

Gerry Buttolph loads a cart with their 

food boxes and takes it out to the 

table in front of Meggan’s Corner. The 

client drives up to the table, puts their 

food boxes in their vehicle and then 

drives away. 

Picking up food items for us: Little 

Caesar’s Pizza-Jane Myer; Safeway-

Thonstad’s, Jane Ratcliff, and Carol 

Ann Buckner; Starbucks-Linda 

Schaefer; Albertsons-Mary Gifford; 

and Gleaners-Ron Schlosser. We had 

several subs this month including Paul 

Ward and Kathy Long. 

During April, 21 persons volunteered 

510 hours. We have missed those 

who are out for health reasons: Dave 

Larson, Dawn Engel and Sandra 

Lawson. 

There is very little direct contact 

between the clients and the 

volunteers. We are all masked and 

gloved. This new process has worked 

efficiently for us and the clients are 

very appreciative of the food and 

social distancing. But we do miss the 

personal contact. 

Since the Oregon Food Bank is not 

picking up time sensitive produce and 

meats, we were the recipient of 

approximately 3,200 pounds of food 

from the Oregon City Safeway during 

the month of April. Our clients would 

be getting only a small amount of 

bakery, bread, and salad items and a 

lot less beef and chicken if we were 

not receiving this donation from the 

Oregon City Safeway store. We pick 

up on Monday, Tuesday, and 

Wednesday mornings. We are truly 

blessed!!  

At the five pantry days in April, we 

served 145 families consisting of 549 

individuals. There have been lots of 

new families coming to get food for the 

first time. Normally we only give food 

to a family once a month from each of 

the HOPE pantries. Because of the 

job losses and other issues, we have 

been serving a family more than once 

while reminding them to visit the other 

HOPE pantries. 

If you know of any family in need of 

food support, please invite them to the 

Methodist HOPE food pantry. HOPE is 

here to help the food insecure families 

of our area. 

Again, we thank you for your prayers, 

food donations, and monetary support. 

We are so blessed by your concern for 

the food insecure in our community. 

 

Sharon Thonstad 

 

Hope Food Pantry 



  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 

SHAVER, JIM & YOLANDA 05/14 

ZYLSTRA, JOHN & JOANNE 05/20 

 

Birthdays 

BAGLEY, KATHIE   05/01 

MALLEN, ANN    05/01 

STRATTON, WILDA   05/01 

MCCO RKLE, GARRY   05/03 

BENISCHEK, GABRIEL   05/05 

GREGORY, SANDY   05/05 

FOURIER, PHILIP  05/13 

SUTTON, HAROLD   05/16 

HEMPHILL, HERB  05/17 

FINCK, TERRI    05/18 

NELSON, DON    05/21 

CHAPMAN, FRANKLIN   05/24 

LARSON, DAVE   05/27 

SCHULT, WILLIAM  05/29 

OSTRICK-CRONRATH, ELSIE  05/31 

 

Zoom online Yoga Class 
Tuesday Mornings 
9:30am – 10:30am 

 
 
 
 

Tuesday morning yoga class on 
zoom. If anyone is interested in 

Weekly gentle Hatha yoga, contact 
Annie Kendall and she can provide 

info and/or add you to the list - 
outletcape@gmail.com 

 Dear friends and family of OCUMC: 

 

Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot 

see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us 

faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that 

your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. - Prayer by Eric Milner-White, a British WWI Chaplin on the 

Western Front, although this prayer was published in early WWII when 

London was being bombed for months on end. 

 

Last week, the Governor shared her 3-Phased plan for opening up Oregon.  

Each county needs to apply for each stage, based on prerequisite conditions.  

Each later phase has less restrictions.  Phase one can have gatherings of up 

to 25; Phase two can have gatherings up to 100 people - albeit every phase 

has precautions and safe distancing requirements.  Though in the beginning 

many of us had mental images of all returning at once to our churches in 

celebration, we are now recognizing that returning to church will be slow 

and incremental. 

 

At the minimum, it is our intent to follow the recommendations of the 

Governor and our Bishop.  Clackamas County has yet to even apply for 

Phase I.  What this means is that any significant gatherings at our church 

are weeks away, and larger gatherings (such as full worship) are weeks 

away after that. 

 

Our Bishop has expanded her moratorium (rightly so) on church activities 

though the middle of June.  However, we understand that she is dealing 

with four different states with different policies and procedures.  The 

Oregon-Idaho Conference will soon be unveiling their plans and protocols 

to open up churches in our specific area. 

 

Some churches may open before us, in spite of government and ecclesial 

recommendations.   But we will continue to do our part in keeping those in 

our community safe as best we can.  If we don’t continue our efforts to 

contain the virus, a new wave of infections and deaths will cause further 

damage, and we will lose what we’ve gained from the measures we’ve 

already taken.  And if we push the envelope too far by reopening our 

buildings and resuming gatherings prematurely, we may unfairly force on 

our more vulnerable members the choice between keeping themselves and 

others safe and participating in congregational life like everyone else. 

 

We are still the church, bringing forth the kingdom of God.  I look forward 

to seeing you all in our building soon (but not too soon).  Thank you for 

your continued support of OCUMC through your time, gifts, service, 

witness, and soon enough, presence. 

 

Pastor Mike   

 

mailto:outletcape@gmail.com

